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INTRODUCTION 


This  is  the  fourth  Welsh  Bird  Report  to  be  published  by  the  Welsh  Ornithological 
Society.  Clive  Hurford  retired  as  Editor  in  January  1991,  owing  to  pressure  of  work, 
and  the  Society  must  record  here  their  thanks  and  appreciation  to  him  for  launching 
the  Report  so  successfully.  The  new  Editor  is — Michael  Shrubb,  Hillcrest,  Llanwrtyd 
Wells,  Powys  LD5  4TL. 

The  year  1990  was  marked  by  the  second  hot,  dry  summer  in  succession,  after  a 
very  mild  winter.  Arrivals  of  some  summer  visitors  were  very  early  and  the  warm, 
settled  conditions  benefitted  some  breeding  birds,  notably  Kites  which  had  their  best 
ever  season.  In  at  least  one  county  recolonisation  by  Nightjars  was  noted,  something 
a  trend  to  warmer  and  drier  summers  may  encourage.  Other  birds  did  less  well, 
however,  and  the  dry  conditions  in  the  hills  adversely  affected  breeding  waders  such 
as  Dunlin.  As  always  there  were  some  exciting  rarities  and  movements.  The  most 
striking  were  an  influx  of  Night  Herons  into  south  Wales,  which  nearly  doubled  the 
total  number  of  Welsh  records,  and  the  very  extensive  Crossbill  invasion  starting  in 
mid  June.  By  the  end  of  the  year  there  can  have  been  few  areas  of  conifers  in  Wales 
without  them. 

Sponsorship 

This  Report  has  been  generously  sponsored  by  Hamdden  Ltd,  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  Welsh  Water  pic.  The  company  manages  several  very  important 
ornithological  sites  in  Wales  for  Welsh  Water,  including  the  Elan  Estate ,  Llandegfedd 
Reservoir  and  Llyn  Alaw. 

We  also  have  to  thank  Mr.  Andrew  Ogilvie  for  a  substantial  donation  towards 
the  cost  of  the  Report.  Between  them  these  sponsors  have  financed  two-thirds  of  its 
production  costs  and  their  generosity  has  greatly  benefitted  the  Society.  It  is  much 
appreciated. 

Recording  organisation  in  Wales. 

Recording  areas  in  Wales  basically  coincide  with  the  pre-1974  county  system,  as 
shown  on  the  map.  Records  in  the  Systematic  List  refer  mainly  to  these  areas. 
However,  for  some  species  surveys  the  larger  areas  of  the  post-1974  counties  have 
been  used.  These  counties  are  Gwent,  formerly  Monmouthshire;  the  3  Glamorgans, 
formerly  one  county;  Dyfed,  comprising  Carmarthenshire,  Pembrokeshire  and 
Cardiganshire;  Powys,  comprising  Breconshire,  Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire; 
Clwyd,  comprising  Flintshire  and  Denbighshire;  and  Gwynedd,  comprising 
Merionethshire,  Caernarvonshire  and  Anglesey.  The  Welsh  names  of  the  old 
counties  are  also  shown  on  the  map  and  may  be  used  in  the  texts.  The  wisdom  of 
retaining  the  old  system  for  ornithological  recording  has  been  underlined  by  the 
proposal  now  advanced  to  reorganise  local  government  in  Wales  yet  again,  over 
much  of  the  country  reverting  to  the  pre-1974  counties. 

The  County  Recorders  for  Wales  are  as  follows: 

Anglesey  and  Caernarvon:  T.  Gravett,  Tyddyn  Llan,  Eglwysbach,  Gwynedd. 
Brecon*:  M.  F.  Peers,  Gorse  Bank,  Llangammarch  Wells,  Powys  LD4  4AA 
Cardigan*:  P.  E.  Davis,  Felindre,  Aberarth,  Aberaeron,  Dyfed  SA46  OLP 
Carmarthen*:  D.  H.  V.  Roberts,  6  Ger-v-coed,  Pontvates,  Llanelli,  Dyfed 
SA15  5UN 

Denbigh  and  Flint*:  P.  H.  Rathbone,  Wern,  Llanarmon-yn-Ial,  Mold.  Clwyd. 
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Mid  Glamorgan:  P.  Bristow,  10  Lisvane  St.,  Cathays,  Cardiff  CF2  4LL 
South  Glamorgan:  J.  R.  Smith,  15  Milton  Drive,  Bridgend,  Mid  Glamorgan 
West  Glamorgan:*:  H.  E.  Grenfell,  14  Bryn  Terrace,  Mumbles,  Swansea. 

Gwent*:  C.  Jones,  283  Malpas  Road,  Newport,  Gwent  NP9  6WA 
Merioneth:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairbourne,  Gwynedd  LL59  5EF 
Montgomery:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd,  Welshpool,  Powys 
SY21  9DL 

Pembroke*:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale.  Haverfordwest. 
Dyfed. 

Radnor:  P.  P.  Jennings,  Garnfawr  Bungalow,  Bettws,  Hundred  House,  Llandrindod 
Wells,  Powys  LD1  5RP 

Those  counties  marked  *  produce  county  Bird  Reports  which  are  obtainable  from  the 
County  Recorders;  the  Carmarthen  Report  is  obtainable  from  Dyfed  Wildlife  Trust; 
Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  produce  a  combined  report,  obtainable  from  P.  Bristow 
or  from  the  Kenfig  NNR.  Anglesey,  Caernarvon  and  Merioneth  produce  a  combined 
report — The  Gwynedd  Bird  Report  obtainable  from  recorders. 

Recent  county  Avifaunas  are  also  available  for  Brecon — Birds  of  Breconshire  by 
M.  F.  Peers  and  M.  Shrubb,  obtainable  from  the  authors  or  the  Brecknock  Wildlife 
Trust,  Lion  House.  Lion  Street,  Brecon  and  for  Gwent — The  Breeding  Atlas  and 
The  Birds  of  Gwent,  obtainable  from  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwythyn  Gwyn,  Goldbrook. 
Abergavenny. 

A  number  of  regional  ornithological  and  natural  history  Societies  cover  various 
parts  of  Wales  and  these  are  listed  inside  the  back  cover. 

Submission  of  records 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of 
species  regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
(BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such 
records  should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC.  preferably  via  relevant  County 
Recorders.  The  secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown. 
Towednack,  Cornwall,  TR26  3AZ. 

Wales  also  has  its  own  rarities  committee  WRAG,  which  considers  the  following 
list  of  species:  Cory's  Shearwater ,  Great  Shearwater ,  Little  Egret,  Purple  Heron, 
White  Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Snow  Goose,  Red-crested  Pochard,  Ferruginous  Duck, 
Surf  Scoter,  Honey  Buzzard,  Montagu's  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Golden 
Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint, 
Red-necked  Phalarope,  Long-tailed  Skua,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Iceland  Gull,  Bee-eater, 
Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Bluethroat,  Savi’s  Warbler,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Icterine 
Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Hartford  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Pallas's  Warbler, 
Yellow-browed  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common 
Rose  finch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting. 

Once  again  it  is  the  Society’s  policy  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  records  of  species  on  the 
above  list,  unless  considered  and  accepted  by  WRAG.  All  such  records  should, 
therefore,  be  sent  to  WRAG,  preferably  via  County  Recorders.  The  Secretary  of 
WRAG  is  G.  H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed,  SA61  1SQ 

Assembling  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  involves  much  work,  particularly  for  County 
Recorders.  It  is  important,  therefore,  for  all  records  to  be  submitted  to  the  relevant 


4 


County  Recorder  by  January  31st,  so  that  he  may  prepare  the  records  in  time  for  his 
own  Report  and  this  Report. 

Treatment  of  records  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1990  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
Additions  and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  Systematic 
List,  with  the  relevant  year  indicated.  The  tabulated  summaries  of  counts  of  Shelduck 
and  waders  in  Welsh  estuaries,  however,  cover  the  winter  of  1989/1990,  following 
national  practice.  It  is  intended  to  make  this  a  regular  pattern  to  facilitate  data 
extraction  from  the  Report.  Note,  therefore,  that  some  important  winter  counts  for 
the  end  of  1990  have  been  held  over  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  1991  Report,  to  maintain 
continuity.  The  tables  presented  give  the  total  count  made  in  each  month,  followed 
by  the  monthly  total  recorded  in  any  site  which  held,  in  at  least  one  month  during 
October  to  March,  5%  of  the  peak  winter  count  for  each  species.  The  sites  covered  by 
the  counts  in  1989/90  were  as  follows:  Dee  Estuary,  Clwyd  Estuary,  the  Clwvd  coast, 
the  Lavan  Sands,  Red  Wharf  Bay,  the  Inland  Sea,  Cefni  Estuary.  Braint  Estuary, 
Forvd  Bay,  Traeth  Bach  (Glaslyn  Estuary),  Artro  Estuary,  Mawddach  Estuary, 
Dysvnni  Estuary,  Dyfi  Estuary,  Teifi  Estuary,  Nyfer  Estuary,  Cleddau  river,  Taf / 
Tywi/Gwendraeth  Estuary,  Burry  Inlet,  Swansea  Bay  (mainly  Blackpill),  Taff/Ely 
Estuary  and  Severn  (Gwent). 

For  ducks  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  summarise  for  each  county  the  monthly 
maxima  for  the  most  important  sites  for  the  main  wintering  species.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  these  are  probably  incomplete.  It  is  hoped  to  fill  these  gaps  in  the 
future  and  make  these  tables  a  complete  record. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  in  which  recorded,  the  monthly 
totals  to  show  the  pattern  of  occurence  and  the  total  seen  in  each  county.  Note  that  in 
calculating  monthly  totals,  individual  birds  which  are  seen  in  more  than  one  month 
are  recorded  for  each.  Thus  the  numbers  shown  in  these  tables  will  differ  from  the 
total  of  birds  seen,  which  is  always  shown  separately. 

Comment  in  the  Systematic  List  is  confined  to  events  in  1990,  apart  from 
additions  and  corrections.  Readers  will  find  an  up-to-date  Checklist  of  Welsh  birds  in 
the  Reports  for  1988  and  1989.  Inevitably  this  means  that  some  regularly  occurring 
species  have  no  entry  in  the  Systematic  List  for  1990.  But  it  is  the  present  Editor’s 
view  that  an  annual  Systematic  List  and  a  Checklist  perform  different  functions  and 
should  not  be  combined  indefinitely.  To  do  so  invites  misinterpretation  of  the 
information.  This  report  includes  2  papers  on  Common  Birds  Census  results  in  south 
Wales,  which  give  a  good  indication  of  the  status  of  many  common  species  in  that 
region.  Further  contributions  of  this  type  would  be  greatly  welcomed.  There  are  also 
many  bird  species  in  Wales  for  which  up-to-date  sample  counts  in  defined  and 
identifiable  areas  would  be  invaluable.  Some  progress  in  this  direction  has  been  made 
in  the  Systematic  List,  which  also  indicates  some  other  species.  The  publication  of  a 
series  of  samples  will,  over  time,  give  a  useful  picture  of  status  and  changes.  Such 
monitoring  should  be  an  important  function  of  the  Report. 

Papers  and  notes 

Papers  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh  ornithology.  The 
Society  is  anxious  that  the  Report  should  become  a  full  record  of  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  We  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur, 
with  the  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information 


about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent 
referee.  Authors  should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  Report  for  1990 
and  guidelines  have  been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales 
are  also  welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes 
should  be  short  and  succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Their 
form  and  layout  should  follow  that  on  page  57. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1990 


The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as 
shown  on  the  map  on  page  3,  always  in  capitals  to  distinguish  from  town  of  the  same 
name;  months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and 
September  (Sept.);  S,  N,  E,  W,  etc.,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  max.  and  min., 
maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima;  Res.,  reservoir;  R.,  river;  NR.,  Nature 
Reserve;  m,  metre;  ha,  hectare;  Km,  kilometre. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Off  CARMARTHEN  25  between  Cefn  Sidan  sands  and  Telpyn  Point  on  Oct. 
1st,  38  off  Cefn  Sidan  on  the  28th  and  24  there  on  Nov.  4th  were  substantially  larger 
than  any  previous  flock  counts  for  the  county.  A  maximum  count  of  557  was  recorded 
off  Borth  CARDIGAN  on  Dec.  2nd — see  Fox,  A.  D.  and  Roderick,  H.W.  1990. 
Wintering  divers  and  grebes  in  Welsh  coastal  waters.  Welsh  Bird  Report  3:  53-60. 
Co-ordinated  counts  also  found  substantial  numbers  off  MERIONETH  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  with  max.  of  251  between  Aberdyfi  and  Aberdysynni  on  Dec.  18th  and  71 
from  Llanaber  to  Harlech  on  the  5th. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer  TROCHYDD  MAWR 

In  MERIONETH  there  were  singles  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  on  Feb.  21st  and  off 
Aberdysynni  on  Apr.  29th,  while  2  flew  S  off  Aberdyfi  on  Dec.  18th.  There  were 
apparently  no  other  records. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  Podiceps  grisegena  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

Singles  recorded  at  Rhos-on-Sea  DENBIGH  on  Jan.  17th  and  Apr.  2nd, 
Whiteford  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  11th  and  Mar.  4th,  off  Llansantffraid 
CARDIGAN  on  May  14th  and  at  Cefn  Padrig  CARMARTHEN  on  Nov.  25th,  when 
there  were  also  singles  in  PEMBROKE  at  Rhoscrowther  and  the  Gann,  the  latter 
staying  to  Dec.  31st. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

Monthly  max.  off  Harlech  and  in  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Estuary  MERIONETH 
were  January,  5;  April,  8;  November,  4;  December,  7.  These  were  the  only  records 
received. 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

One  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  Aug.  16th  and  17th  was  followed,  in 
GLAMORGAN,  by  an  adult  in  moult  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Aug.  27th  and 
again  from  Sept.  20th  to  Nov.  5th;  one  at  Whiteford  on  Nov.  14th.  In  MERIONETH 
monthly  max.  off  Harlech  and  in  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Estuary  were  January,  1; 
November,  5;  December,  3. 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

In  Pembroke  109  sites  were  occupied  on  Skokholm  and  742  on  Skomer. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

Singles  off  Port  Eynon  GLAMORGAN  on  July  27th  and  off  Strumble  Head 
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PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  16th 


GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAWR 

Seven  off  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  16th.  singles  there  on  the  31st 
and  Sept.  6th  and  2  on  the  7th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

A  total  of  96  altogether  recorded  offshore  in  the  autumn,  between  July  1st  (off 
Aberystwyth  CARDIGAN)  and  Oct.  9th.  Most  were  recorded  off  Strumble  Head 
PEMBROKE,  where  80  were  noted  on  20  dates  between  Aug.  11th  and  Oct.  9th. 
with  a  max.  of  28  on  Sept.  6th.  Elsewhere  noted  off  GLAMORGAN  (1). 
CARMARTHEN  (1).  the  PEMBROKE  Islands  (7).  CARDIGAN  (1)  and  FLINT 
(6).  Monthly  totals  away  from  Strumble  Head  were: 

Julv  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

f  6  8  1 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAN  AW 

No  breeding  counts  were  received.  A  movement  of  1283  up  the  Bristol  Channel, 
off  Goldcliff  Point  GWENT,  and  238  down-channel  in  5  hours  on  July  9th  was 
without  precedent  for  the  county.  There  was  a  max.  count  of  400  off  Aberdyfi/ 
Aberdysynni  MERIONETH  on  July  22nd. 

Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  mauretanicus  were  seen  off 
CARDIGAN,  one  4  miles  out  to  sea  off  New  Quay  on  Oct.  10th.  and  PEMBROKE, 
where  249  were  noted  off  Strumble  Head  between  July  8th  and  Nov.  18th.  with  max. 
of  20  on  Oct.  11th  and  22  on  the  28th.  Elsewhere  in  the  county  there  were  22  off 
Skokholm  between  Julv  22nd  and  Oct.  29th  and  singles  off  Skomer  on  Sept.  2nd  and 
7th. 

There  was  one  spring  record  off  Strumble  Head  on  Apr.  26th. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus  PEDRYN  DRYCIN 

No  breeding  counts  were  recorded.  In  the  Bristol  Channel  off  GWENT  a  total  of 
17  moving  down-channel  on  6  dates  between  June  22nd  and  Aug.  16th. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa  PEDRYN  G YNEEON- EEO RC HOG 
One  picked  up  dead  near  Porthcawl  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  3rd.  2  similarly  on 
Harlech  beach  MERIONETH  on  the  5th.  with  another  there  on  the  27th. 

In  the  autumn  a  total  of  304  were  recorded  between  Aug.  15th  and  Nov.  19th.  all 
moving  offshore  except  for  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  Sept.  7th  (see 
below)  and  picked  up  alive  at  Fishguard  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  19th.  Otherwise  birds 
were  noted  off  GLAMORGAN  (1).  PEMBROKE  (139)  and  FLINT  (162).  By  far 
the  largest  movements  were  on  Sept.  7th  with  85  off  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE 
and  72  off  Point  of  Ayr  FLINT.  But  there  were  also  30  moving  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  the 
19th  and  32  on  the  21st.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Aug.  Sept.  1  st- 1 5th  Sept.  16th-30th  Oct.  Nov. 

1  180  118  4  1 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULERAN 

In  MERIONETH  pylon  roosts  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Estuary  and  on  the 
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Broadwater  held  max.  of  232  on  Aug.  27th  and  81  in  August  respectively. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris  ADERYN  Y  BWN 

A  min.  of  10  birds  noted,  with  records  up  to  May  22nd  in  the  early  months  and 
and  from  Oct.  20th  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Birds  were  recorded  in  GLAMORGAN 
(3),  CARMARTHEN  (3),  PEMBROKE  (1),  CARDIGAN  (1),  MONTGOMERY 
(1)  and  MERIONETH  (1).  Six  records  at  Oxwich  Marsh  GLAMORGAN  from  Jan. 
1st  to  Apr.  21st  and  4  from  Nov.  18th  have  been  presumed  to  refer  to  one  bird  only  in 
each  period.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  11112  3  2 


NIGHT  HERON  Nycticorax  nycticorax  CREYR  Y  NOS 

An  extraordinary  influx  in  the  spring  into  S  Wales,  as  follows:  PEMBROKE; 
single  adults  at  Bosherston  Pool  on  Mar.  15th,  Westfield  Pill  on  the  16th  and  17th, 
Abermawr  on  the  29th  and  Rosemarket  on  Apr.  15th.  There  was  also  an  immature  at 
Trecwn  on  Mar.  21st.  PEMBROKE/CARDIGAN;  a  total  of  4  altogether  in  theTeifi 
marshes  between  Mar.  19th  and  Apr.  29th,  2  of  which  were  picked  up  dead. 
GLAMORGAN;  singles  at  Wern  Halog,  Gower,  on  Mar.  26th  and  at  Oxwich  Marsh 
from  Apr.  21st  to  May  7th,  with  2  on  May  6th.  At  least  9  individuals  seem  likely  to 
have  been  involved  in  these  records  and  there  were  possibly  as  many  as  12.  But  the 
possibility  that  some  birds  occurred  in  more  than  one  locality  cannot  be  discounted. 

Later  in  the  year  there  were  further  records  of  an  immature  at  Cors  Caron 
CARDIGAN  on  June  3rd  and  a  bird  at  Ffairfach,  in  the  Tywi  valley 
CARMARTHEN,  from  July  16th  to  21st,  the  first  county  record  since  1885. 

Up  to  1989  there  had  been  16  records  for  Wales,  5,  involving  8  birds,  in  the 
nineteenth  century  and  11  in  the  twentieth. 
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LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  CREYR  BA  CH 

Singles  at  Aberystwyth  and  the  Dyfi  Estuary  CARDIGAN  from  December  1989 
remained  until  mid  March;  the  latter  was  also  seen  on  the  MERIONETH  side. 

In  the  spring  singles  in  the  Teifi  Marshes  CARDIGAN  from  Apr.  3rd  to  5th  and. 
in  PEMBROKE,  at  the  Gann  from  the  14th  to  May  10th  and  West  Williamston  on 
May  6th. 

In  the  autumn  at  least  one  was  present  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  from 
Aug.  6th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  with  2  from  Aug.  8th  to  Oct.  5th,  4  from  Aug.  9th  to 
18th  and  then  3  until  Sept.  6th,  and  a  max  of  5  on  Aug.  13th.  One  at  the  Gann 
PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  27th. 

GREY  HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

Colony  counts  were  received  from  4  counties  as  follows:  GWENT;  counts  of 
occupied  nests  were  Whitson  44,  Pant  y  Goitre  32,  Piercefield  24-26,  Llanhennock 
15,  Llandegfedd  Res.  2,  no  count  from  Kentchurch:  GLAMORGAN  (W);  a  total  of 
49  pairs  in  8  colonies:  PEMBROKE;  occupied  nests  were  Upton  10,  Slehech  9. 
Priskilly  Forest  15,  Cych  3:  MERIONETH;  46  pairs  in  8  colonies.  In  addition  there 
were  48-50  pairs  nesting  at  Alltygaer  CARMARTHEN,  the  largest  heronry  in  the 
county.  In  BRECON  the  heronry  at  Gilestone,  normally  the  county’s  largest,  was 
felled  in  early  1990. 

BLACK  STORK  Ciconia  nigra  CICONIA  DU 

Singles  at  Corwen  DENBIGH  on  July  16th  and  in  the  Teme  valley  RADNOR 
from  Aug.  9th  to  Sept.  6th. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  LLWYBIG 

Two  at  Gann  PEMBROKE  from  Jan.  1st  to  Mar.  31st,  one  remaining  to  Apr. 
30th.  A  juvenile  at  Cydweli  Quay  CARMARTHEN  on  Feb.  14th. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

A  paper  detailing  the  changing  status  of  this  species  in  mid  Wales  appears  on 
page  74. 

BEWICK’S  SWAN  C.  columbianus  ALARCH  BEWICK 

In  the  early  months  in  GWENT  there  was  a  max.  of  12  at  the  Nedern  and  up  to  20 
in  the  Usk  valley/Llandegfedd  Res.  during  January  and  February;  in  November  up  to 
46  in  the  latter  area  on  the  17th  and  25th  and  16-20  from  the  30th  to  the  end  of  the 
year.  In  the  Wye  valley  there  were  max.  of  19  in  the  Glasbury  area  BRECON/ 
RADNOR  in  January  and  30  in  December.  At  least  24  passed  through  PEMBROKE 
between  Oct.  22nd  and  Dec.  16th  and,  in  MERIONETH,  there  were  6  on  Llyn  Cwm 
Mynach  on  Jan.  21st' and  4  there  on  Dec.  12th,  4  (with  Whoopers)  on  Glaslyn 
Marshes  on  Mar.  6th  and  8  on  the  Broadwater  on  Nov.  22nd,  with  2  on  the  26th. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

In  CARDIGAN  the  max.  count  at  Tregaron  was  17  on  Feb.  22nd.  In  BRECON 
max.  counts  in  the  Wye  valley  near  Glasbury  were  4  on  Jan.  13th  and  7  on  Dec.  23rd. 
The  wintering  flock  on  the  Glasly  n  Marshes  MERIONETH  held  up  to  59  birds  during 
January  to  March.  A  total  of  13  passed  through  PEMBROKE  between  Oct.  23rd  and 
Nov.  19th. 
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PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

Singles  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  CARDIGAN  from  Feb.  11th  to  Apr.  11th  and  on 
Dec.  23rd;  4  at  the  Broadwater  MERIONETH  on  Feb.  18th;  up  to  12  at  Shotwick 
FLINT  from  Jan.  23rd  to  Mar.  2nd  and  one  there  from  Nov.  27th  until  the  end  of  the 
year;  there  were  also  2  at  Shotton  Pools  on  Oct.  7th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A .  albifrons  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

At  the  Dyfi  Estuary  CARDIGAN  up  to  123  of  the  race  flavirostris  were 
wintering  in  January  to  March,  a  peak  count  of  131  was  made  on  Apr.  9th  and  the  last 
was  seen  on  the  19th.  First  returned  on  Sept.  30th  and  up  to  126  were  wintering  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  albifrons  at  Dryslwyn  CARMARTHEN  was 
much  reduced,  with  a  max.  of  60  between  Jan.  5th  and  31st,  none  seen  at  the  end  of 
the  year  before  Dec.  2nd  and  a  max.  of  only  45  on  the  29th. 

Elsewhere  there  were  2  of  undetermined  race  at  Shotwick  FLINT  from  Jan.  6th 
to  24th,  with  one  from  Feb  1st  to  6th  and  3  of  the  race  albifrons  there  from  Oct.  8th  to 
Nov.  2nd;  singles  of  undetermined  race  at  Llanhowell  GWENT  and  on  Glaslyn 
Marshes  MERIONETH  on  Mar.  6th,  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  from  Apr.  28th  to 
May  1st  and  on  Nov.  3rd  and  on  Skomer  on  the  1st;  and  a  flock  of  9  of  undetermined 
race  at  Llyn  Hir  MONTGOMERY  on  the  22nd. 

CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 


Monthly  max.  from  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  and  Shotwick  and  Gresford 
Flash  FLINT  are  tabulated;  a  dash  indicates  no  count. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

Llangorse  Lake 

363 

— 

38 

— 

— 

41 

60 

43 

43 

— 

106 

265 

Gresford  Flash 

130 

60 

60 

26 

25 

15 

30 

82 

100 

110 

74 

45 

Shotwick 

162 

70 

41 

32 

21 

13 

23 

217 

246 

200 

270 

250 

There  were  also  130  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Estuary  MERIONETH  in  January  and 
126  on  the  R.  Teifi  at  Pentrecagal  CARMARTHEN  on  Nov.  7th.  A  further  increase 
was  noted  in  GWENT. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis  GWYDD  WYRAN 

There  were  7  wintering  birds  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  CARDIGAN  during  January 
to  March,  6  were  seen  there  on  Oct.  5th,  4  remaining  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  only 
records  from  PEMBROKE  were  of  3  on  Skomer  on  Mar.  13th  and  14th  and  8  there 
on  Nov.  15th,  and  5  on  Skokholm  on  Mar.  16th  and  3  on  Oct.  31st. 

Elsewhere  there  were  singles  in  FLINT  at  Shotwick  on  Jan.  21st  and  Gresford 
Flash  on  Mar.  26th  and  27th;  7  on  the  Broadwater  MERIONETH  on  Nov.  21st  and 
one  on  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  Dec.  8th. 

BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla  GWYDD  DDU 

In  GLAMORGAN  monthly  totals  on  the  Burry  Inlet  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

635  705  490  370  730  1110 

Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  records  round  the  coast  and  one  inland  record,  of  one  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  Feb.  27th.  Birds  were  recorded  until  May  5th  and 
from  Sept.  16th.  Monthly  totals  were: 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
bernicla  1  26  1  1  52  39  4 

hr ota  6  — 22 — 

race 

undetermined  9  5  4  3  — 4 —  6 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

The  monthly  totals  recorded  in  the  estuary  counts  in  Wales  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  the  counts  for  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated.  A  dash  indicates  no  count  was  done. 

1989  1990 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

7595 

5954 

8686 

7268 

6107 

6435 

Dee  Estuary 

6924 

4420 

3680 

2221 

1832 

1557 

Lavan  Sands 

— 

55 

314 

68 

— 

490 

Cefni  Estuary 

— 

— 

403 

524 

372 

161 

Cleddau  river 

22 

95 

727 

899 

972 

954 

Burry  Inlet 

350 

897 

1293 

1779 

1229 

1154 

Severn  Shore  (Gwent) 

193 

93 

1340 

484 

503 

895 

Breeding  reports  were  received  from  GWENT,  where  records  included  pairs 
inland  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  ( 1  reared  10  young)  and  the  Usk  valley  at  Llanhennock  (4 
pairs),  and  MERIONETH,  where  breeding  was  confirmed  only  on  the  Dyfi.  Dysynni 
and  Mawddach  Estuaries. 

WIGEON  Anaspenelope  CHWIWELL 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for 
January  to  March  and  for  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5).  A 


degree  of  overlap  is  possible  in  counts  for  sites  marked*. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  Llandegfedd  Res. 

250 

250 

187 

10 

136 

240 

Undy* 

100 

270 

60 

175 

Mathern* 

200 

8 

20 

6 

246 

154 

180 

GLAMORGAN  Burrv  Inlet 

1710 

990 

5 

170 

2435 

2235 

5095 

CARMARTHEN  Penclacwvdd 

810 

Dryslwvn 

1200 

500 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  River 

1779 

1078 

64 

2232 

2974 

CARDIGAN  Teifi  Estuary 

145 

283 

363 

Dyfi  Estuarv 

4422 

2618 

2446 

2231 

4474 

BRECON  Talybont  Res. 

75 

22 

4 

18 

54 

MERIONETH  Glaslyn/Dwyryd 
FLINT  Connah's  Quay/ 

726 

130 

17 

189 

305 

654 

789 

Oakenholt  Marsh 

100 

7 

7 

460 

8 

7 

6 

GADWALL  A.  strepera  ETWYADEN  LWYD 

In  GWENT  a  pair  probably  summered  at  Greenmoor  Pool  but  breeding  was  not 
proved;  a  max.  of  10  was  noted  there  in  January.  In  BRECON  a  pair  summered  at 
Llangorse  Lake  for  the  second  year  in  succession  but  breeding  has  also  to  be  proved 
there;  winter  max.  there  were  12  on  Jan.  20th  and  17  on  Dec.  30th.  In  FLINT  20  at 
Shotwick  Lake  on  Jan.  20th  was  an  unusually  high  count  and  up  to  3  were  seen  in  the 
Connah’s  Quay  area  in  summer. 
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TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWY ADEN 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for 
January  to  March  and  for  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5). 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Peterstone/Wentlooge 

250 

150 

69 

140 

165 

620 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

118 

270 

100 

34 

75 

116 

GLAMORGAN 

Taff/Ely  Estuary 

284 

Rhymnev  Estuary 

120 

160 

65 

25 

32 

250 

220 

Kenfig  NR 

104 

90 

26 

30 

81 

62 

140 

Burrv  Inlet 

1660 

110 

5 

190 

580 

575 

CARMARTHEN  Penclacwydd 

720 

Dryslwyn 

200 

Dinfawr 

250 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  River 

2626 

1621 

1262 

1293 

3148 

CARDIGAN  Teifi  Estuary 

200 

181 

354 

Dvfi  Estuary 

444 

164 

251 

454 

198 

224 

Cors  Caron 

200 

BRECON  Talvbont  Res. 

150 

42 

100 

130 

210 

MERIONETH  Glaslyn/Dwvryd 
FLINT  Connah's  Quay/ 

139 

15 

25 

24 

105 

42 

299 

Oakenholt  Marsh 

2000 

2500 

200 

1200 

3000 

5000 

2000 

Virtually  no  breeding  information  was  received  and  such  records  would  be 
welcome.  However,  summering  birds  were  noted  on  Garth  Lake  BRECON  and 
there  were  4  on  Lake  Vvrnwy  MONTGOMERY  in  July.  Breeding  was  also  proved  in 
one  site  in  MERIONETH. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  January 
to  March  and  for  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5).  A  degree  of 
overlap  is  possible  in  counts  for  sites  marked*. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  Peterstone/Wentlooge 

280 

250 

180 

450 

700 

90 

500 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

300 

200 

150 

82 

350 

150 

Goldcliffe/Uskmouth* 

200 

240 

55 

196 

175 

50 

28 

Mathern* 

150 

50 

20 

10 

100 

21 

130 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  Inlet 

175 

65 

5 

150 

20 

170 

85 

BRECON  Llangorse  Lake* 

150 

Talvbont  Res.* 

150 

300 

400 

300 

Glasburv 

100 

200 

Usk  Res. 

230 

100 

FLINT  Connah's  Quay/ 

Oakenholt  Marsh 

346 

400 

40 

450 

600 

400 

250 

Point  of  Avr 

395 

300 

137 

670 

400 

350 

500 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta 


HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  January  to 
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March  and  for  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5). 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  Peterstone/Wentlooge 
GLAMORGAN 

0 

0 

4 

17 

56 

24 

12 

Rhvmney  Estuary 

347 

356 

133 

27 

112 

236 

273 

Burry  Inlet 

2350 

450 

35 

1010 

1485 

1870 

CARMARTHEN  Penclacwvdd 

240 

150 

70 

200 

150 

250 

CARDIGAN  Dvfi  Estuary 

149 

147 

130 

172 

261 

MERIONETH  Glaslyn/Dwvryd 

185 

69 

188 

204 

FLINT  Connah's  Quay/ 

Oakenholt  Marsh 

400 

12 

30 

3500 

5000 

3000 

1000 

Point  of  Avr 

170 

130 

2 

30 

30 

30 

400 

Two  pairs  attempted  to  breed  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  but  failed. 


GARGANEY  A.  querquedula  HWYADEN  ADD  FAIN 

A  total  of  23  recorded  altogether,  in  GWENT  (5).  GLAMORGAN  (3). 
CARMARTHEN  (4),  PEMBROKE  (5).  CARDIGAN  (3).  MERIONETH  (1)  and 
DENBIGH  (2).  Spring  records  fell  between  Mar.  15th  and  May  13th;  autumn  records 
between  Aug.  31st  and  Nov.  4th.  including  a  female  which  stayed  at  Lisvane  Res. 
GLAMORGAN  from  Oct.  6th  to  Nov.  4th.  There  was  none  in  June  and  Julv.  and 


monthly  totals  were; 

Mar.  Apr. 

Mav  Aug.  Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

5  9 

4'  2  3 

1  1 

SHOVELERA.  clypeata 

HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  January  to 
March  and  for  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5). 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  Peterstone/Wentlooge 

92 

61 

8 

1 

35 

39 

105 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  Inlet 

275 

105 

5 

100 

385 

200 

CARMARTHEN  Penclacwvdd 

27 

40 

16 

21 

18 

38 

32 

CARDIGAN  Dvfi  Estuary 

9 

16 

7 

4 

BRECON  Llangorse  Lake 

12 

5 

12 

4 

MERIONETH  Glaslvn/Dwvrvd 

20 

60 

80 

FLINT  Shotwick  Lake 

130 

21 

In  addition  there  was  an  exceptional  gathering  of  200+  at  Blackscar  in  the  Taf 
Estuary  CARMARTHEN  on  Dec.  28th. 

A  pair  was  present  at  Penclacwvdd  CARMARTHEN  throughout  May  and  one 
bred  at  Ynyshir  CARDIGAN. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Nett  a  rufina  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

In  GLAMORGAN  the  male  at  Roath  Park  Lake  in  1989  remained  throughout 
1990;  what  was  probably  this  bird  was  also  seen  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  from  May  6th 
to  8th.  A  male  was  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Mar.  15th  and  16th  and  there  were  singles  at 
Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  from  Aug.  18th  to  Sept.  1st  and  Hensol  Lake  from  Nov.  10th 
to  25th.  In  GWENT,  one  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  on  Aug.  19th. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

1989:  Single  pairs  bred  at  Llwyndrissi.  Alltwalis  and  at  Danffordd-gaer.  Pontarsais 
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Trout  Farms  CARMARTHEN. 

1990:  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  January  to 
March  and  for  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5).  Although 
smaller  parties  and  flocks  were  widely  reported  the  largest  flocks  seem  to  be 
concentrated  in  SE  Wales. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  Llandegfedd  Res. 

59 

100 

44 

1 

58 

29 

18 

Peterstone/Wentlooge/St  Brides 
GLAMORGAN 

214 

400 

140 

1 

48 

217 

Rhvmnev  Estuary 

370 

950 

130 

0 

12 

130 

100 

Cosmeston  Lakes 

15 

31 

12 

290 

421 

35 

Kenfig  Pool 

93 

80 

6 

88 

149 

180 

140 

Eglwvs  Nunydd  Res. 

89 

29 

15 

3 

143 

107 

163 

Baglan  Pool 

82 

13 

1 

3 

103 

85 

32 

BRECON  Llangorse  Lake 

130 

85 

53 

10 

63 

70 

MERIONETH  TalvLlvn 

144 

Single  pairs  again  bred  in  CARMARTHEN,  at  Llywndrissi  Alltwalis  (6  young) 
and  Danfforddgaer  (nest  found).  Birds  were  also  present  at  Witchett  pool  in  the 
breeding  season. 


RING-NECKED  DUCK  A.  collaris  HW'YADEN  DORCHOG 

A  female  atLlvn  Fanod  CARDIGAN  from  Jan.  13th  to  early  March  was  the  first 
county  record. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A.fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  January  to 
March  and  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5).  As  with  Pochard 
the  main  winter  distribution  is  in  SE  Wales  but  there  was  a  wide  scatter  of  smaller 
parties  elsewhere. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  Ynysvfro  Res. 

41 

31 

34 

Ill 

101 

91 

92 

Peterstone/Wentlooge/St  Brides 

400 

350 

65 

2 

45 

440 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymnev  Estuary 

525 

530 

100 

6 

145 

400 

Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

170 

146 

57 

49 

130 

246 

444 

Kenfig  Pool 

100 

72 

78 

219 

219 

248 

46 

Eglwvs  Nunydd  Res. 

105 

110 

110 

30 

210 

173 

258 

BRECON  Llangorse  Lake 

6 

31 

65 

6 

13 

13 

Talvbont  Res. 

30 

35 

15 

MERIONETH  TalvLlvn 

71 

In  addition  there  were  up  to 47  at  Ynysyfro  Res.,  98  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.,  134  at 
Kenfig  Pool  and  50  at  Talybont  Res.  in  July  and  August. 

In  GWENT  a  pair  bred  successfully  at  Pen-y-fan  Pond,  the  second  breeding 
record  for  the  county.  None  bred  in  BRECON  although  the  species  bred  annually 
from  1 980  to  1 989.  In  FLINT  a  total  of  7  broods  in  4  sites  totalling  35  young. 

SCAUP  A.  marila  HWYADEN  BEND  DU 

The  only  substantial  winter  flock  recorded  was  a  max.  of  150  between  Rhyl  and 
Llanddulas  DENBIGH  in  January.  The  wintering  flock  recently  present  in  the 
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Rhymney  estuary  GLAMORGAN  did  not  appear  in  1990  and  only  2  were  reported 
off  GWENT,  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  Apr.  14th  and  from  Dec.  8th  to  22nd. 
There  were  8  at  Witchett  Pool  CARMARTHEN  on  Nov.  13th  and  a  max  of  14  there 
in  December.  Inland  one  at  Llyn  Tegid  MERIONETH  in  January  and  4  birds  passed 
through  Ynysyfro  Res.  GWENT  between  Oct.  20th  and  Nov.  10th. 

EIDER  Somateria  mollissima  HWYADEN  FWYTHBL U 

Monthly  max.  at  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN  and  Aberdvsvnni 
MERIONETH  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Mav  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Burry  Inlet  135  220  315  60'  25  30  90  35  10  10 

Aberdvsvnni  1  2  43  26  18  26  14  3  34 

Elsewhere  14  flying  down  the  Bristol  Channel  off  GWENT  on  Apr.  14th  and  8 
off  Salmon  Point  Scar  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  27th  were  the  largest  of  a  scattering 
of  small  parties  or  single  birds  recorded  around  the  coast. 

KING  EIDER  5.  spectabilis  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU'R  GOG  LED  D 

The  female  recorded  in  1989  reappeared  at  Aberdysynni  between  Apr.  29th  and 
May  8th. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hy emails  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  HIR 

In  CARMARTHEN  singles  in  the  Tvwi  valley  at  Dryslwyn  and  Llanarthne  from 
Nov.  8th  to  Dec.  29th  and  off  Burry  Port  on  Nov.  10th.  There  were  also  singles  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  from  Nov.  18th  to  24th  and  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge 
from  Dec.  2nd  to  9th;  and  2  off  Aberdysynni  MERIONETH  from  Nov.  22nd  to  Dec. 
31st,  with  one  off  Morfa  Harlech  on  Nov.  25th.  Four  records  of  singles  off  the 
CLWYD  coast  in  January,  February  and  December  and  singles  in  FLINT  at 
Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt  Marsh  on  Oct.  23rd  and  Shotwick  from  Dec.  2nd  to  end 
of  year. 

COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-ETWY ADEN  DDU 

Wintering  flocks  around  the  coast  were  mainly  found  in  Carmarthen  and 
Cardigan  Bays  and  off  the  CLWYD  coast  and  the  max.  winter  counts  recorded  are 
tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

CARMARTHEN  Telpyn  Point 

3000 

CARDIGAN  Borth/Ynyslas 

307 

250 

Aberporth 

350 

MERIONETH  Aberdysynni 

12 

295 

400 

Aberdyfi-Fairbourne 

448 

Llanaber 

60 

Harlech 

100 

100 

220 

300 

Mochras 

210 

CLWYD  Coast 

2244 

4100 

325 

260 

290 

1170 

483 

647 

This  species  occurs  quite  regularly  in  small  numbers  on  the  larger  lakes  and 
reservoirs  of  mid  Wales  in  late  summer.  Thus  in  BRECON  there  was  a  male  at 
Llangorse  Lake  on  Aug.  19th  and  6  males  on  the  Usk  Res.  on  the  22nd.  In  RADNOR 
there  were  4  males  and  4  females  in  the  Elan  valley  on  June  13th. 
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SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  MOR-HWYA  DEN  YR  EWYN 

Singles  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  25th  and  off  Rhos  to  Llanddulas 
DENBIGH  from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  17th.  a  male. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  MOR-FTWY ADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Only  9  records  were  received.  There  was  a  male  at  Telpyn  point 
CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  1st  and,  in  CARDIGAN,  singles  at  Borth/Ynyslas  in 
November  and  December  and  at  Aberporth  on  Dec.  16th.  In  MERIONETH  there 
were  singles  off  Harlech  on  Apr.  1st  and  Nov.  25th  and  up  to  3  off  Aberdysynni  from 
Dec.  5th  to  8th.  There  were  3  at  Llanddulas  DENBIGH  on  Mar.  3rd  with  one  on  12th 
and  a  male  there  on  Nov.  18th.  A  female  off  Point  of  Ayr  FLINT  on  Sept.  22nd. 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  ETWYADEN  LYGAD-A  UR 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  January  to 
March  and  for  October  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5). 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

R.  Usk  Llanhowell 

22 

10 

8 

7 

Llandegfedd  Res. 
GLAMORGAN 

— 9— 

—6— 

Ogmore  Estuary 

31 

37 

28 

15 

14 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
CARMARTHEN 

25 

28 

22 

8 

18 

42 

Talyllychau  Lakes 
PEMBROKE 

— 

11 

— 

—  11— 

Cleddau  River 
CARDIGAN 

36 

51 

24 

20 

44 

Dyfi  Estuary 

18 

12 

16 

10 

23 

Teifi  Estuary 

10 

12 

25 

BRECON  Talybont  Res 

6 

6 

6 

CLWYD  Coast 

15 

26 

2 

2 

4 

8 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus  LLEIAN  WEN 

A  ‘brownhead’  at  Garnlydan  Res.  GWENT  on  Dec.  19th  was  the  only  record. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  senator  ETWYADEN  FRONGOCH 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available  for  January  to 
April  and  September  to  December  for  each  county  (see  page  5). 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN  Burry  Inlet 

10 

10 

30 

25 

5 

2 

5 

30 

PEMBROKE  Cleddau  River 

27 

16 

16 

10 

17 

CARDIGAN  Dyfi  Estuary 

36 

84 

79 

34 

73 

47 

CLWYD  Coast  ' 

26 

6 

10 

5 

2 

12 

5 

3 

There  were  also  31  on  the  Tywi/Gwendraeth  Estuary  CARMARTHEN  in 
November.  In  addition  there  were  summer  counts  of  50  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  in  June 
and  43  in  August,  and  a  max.  of  43,  including  some  young,  on  the  Mawddach  Estuary 
MERIONETH  in  July. 

Breeding  records  came  from  CARDIGAN,  where  bred  ‘in  good  numbers’  on 
the  R.  Dyfi  and  birds  were  present  during  the  breeding  season  on  the  R.  Rheidol  and 
R.  Ystwyth,  and  from  MERIONETH,  where  breeding  was  reported  from  all 
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estuaries  and  a  female  with  8  young  was  seen  on  Llyn  Trawsfynydd.  In  BRECON  a 
pair  summered  at  Talvbont  Res.  for  the  second  year  but  breeding  has  yet  to  be 
proved,  whilst  there  was  a  pair  in  the  Tywi/Gwendraeth  Estuary  CARMARTHEN 
on  May  13th,  and  pairs  were  noted  on  2  suitable  sites  on  the  R.  Dee  FLINT  in  April 
and  May. 


GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

Monthly  max.  in  selected  localities  are  tabulated  by  county.  They  are  by  no 
means  complete,  either  in  terms  of  sites  or  at  any  site. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

GWENT 


Llandegfedd  Res. 
Garnlvdan  Res. 

R.  Usk  Gobion 
CARMARTHEN 


15  9  10 
2  3 

— up  to  11 — 


1 

9 


Talyllvchau 

BRECON 

Talvbont  Res.  22  20 

R.  Wve  Glasburv  12  16  35 

RADNOR 

Caban  Coch  Res. 

MONTGOMERY 


50 


7 

84  48 


68 


Lake  Vvrnwy  1 1 

MERIONETH 


Llyn  Tegid  44 

An  RSPB  survey  of  breeding  birds  revealed  a  spring  total  of  525  birds  on  960  Km  of 
river,  compared  to  266  on  625  Km  in  1985  (for  which  see  Tyler.  S.  J.,  Stratford.  J.  O. 
and  Lucas,  R.  M.,  1989.  Goosanders  in  Wales.  Welsh  Bird  Report  2  (1988)  49-63). 
The  range  has  expanded  since  1985  onto  the  rivers  Ystwyth.  Rheidol,  Neath.  Clwyd. 
Loughor,  Dwvfor,  Teifi  and  Elan;  most  were  found  on  the  rivers  Severn.  Vyrnwy, 
Wye  and  Usk.  A  total  of  504  adults  and  young  were  recorded  in  July,  an  increase  of 
45%  since  1985.  However,  on  some  rivers,  notably  the  Vrynwv,  the  number  of 
broods  has  declined  during  this  period.  Summary  by  Bridget  Griff en. 


RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis  HYWADEN  GOGH 

The  only  records  received  were:  GLAMORGAN,  12  eclipse  males  off  Blackpill 
on  Sept.  16th;  CARMARTHEN,  singles  at  Witchett  Pool  on  Jan.  31st  and  Oct.  16th: 
BRECON,  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Jan  2nd  and  Sept.  25th;  MONTGOMERY. 
6  at  Gyngrog  Flash.  Welshpool  in  May;  DENBIGH  &  FLINT ;  a  combined  total  of  37 
in  January  but  only  2  other  records  during  the  year  involving  5  birds;  breeding  was 
confirmed  in  one  site. 


HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus  BOD  Y  MEL 

Single  birds  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  May  19th  and  Llanrhidian 
GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  30th. 

BLACK  KITE  Milvus  migrans  BARCUD  DU 

One  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  May  20th. 
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RED  KITE  M.  milvus  BARCUD 

The  annual  census  in  April  located  at  least  226  birds;  84  pairs  were  known,  of 
which  65  were  proved  to  breed.  Despite  8  or  more  robberies,  it  was  the  most 
successful  breeding  season  since  records  began;  47  successful  pairs  reared  a  total  of  73 
young,  including  4  broods  of  3.  The  warm  dry  spring  and  a  plentiful  food  supply, 
especially  young  rabbits,  contributed  to  this  success.  There  were  no  major  poisoning 
incidents,  though  at  least  3  birds  are  thought  to  have  been  poisoned  between  April 
and  July,  including  a  newly-fledged  juvenile.  Summary  by  Peter  Davis. 

There  was  a  roost  of  15  in  the  Elan  valley  RADNOR  in  January  and,  outside  the 
breeding  range,  there  were  records  from  GLAMORGAN  (3),  PEMBROKE  (3)  and 
DENBIGH  (1).  These  records  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  through  the  period 
March  to  December  as  follows: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  0  2'  1  100101 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

A  total  of  18  reported,  in  GLAMORGAN  (5),  CARMARTHEN  (1), 
PEMBROKE  (3),  CARDIGAN  (6),  BRECON  (1)  and  FLINT  (2).  Spring  birds 
were  recorded  between  Apr.  22nd  and  June  18th  and  autumn  birds  between  July  25th 
and  Oct.  16th.  Only  one  made  a  prolonged  stay,  at  Cors  Caron  CARDIGAN  from 
Oct .  1  st  to  1 6th .  Of  7  records  where  age  or  sex  was  recorded  only  one  was  recorded  as 
a  male.  Monthly  totals  were: 


Apr.  Mav  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

2  7'  1 

2 

3 

2  1 

HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus 

BOD  TINWEN 

Twenty  pairs  held  territory  during  the  early  breeding  season  but  only  11  (55%) 
laid  eggs.  Six  successful  nests  reared  a  total  of  25  young,  an  average  of  1.25  per 
territorial  pair  overall  or  4.2  per  successful  pair.  Several  nests  were  predated  and  at 
least  one  was  destroyed  by  humans.  Eleven  young  were  wing-tagged  to  monitor 
survival  rates,  movements  and  site  fidelity.  Summary  by  Iolo  Williams.  In  addition  to 
the  above  a  pair  raised  2  young  in  RADNOR. 

Very  few  records  of  wintering  birds  were  received  and  such  would  be  welcome, 
particularly  records  of  winter  roosts. 

GOSHAWK  Accipter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

Three  RSPB  study  areas  held  a  minimum  of  21  pairs  and  the  total  population  is 
likely  to  be  over  50  pairs.  The  species  has  increased  rapidly  since  breeding  was  first 
noted  in  Wales  in  the  1970s.  The  variety  of  prey  taken  is  wide  but  corvids, 
Woodpigeons  and  Grey  Squirrels  are  the  main  items.  The  largest  numbers  appear  to 
be  in  mid  Wales  and  at  least  31  pairs  are  known  in  CARMARTHEN,  BRECON  and 
RADNOR.  RSPB  data  from  Iolo  Williams. 

SPARROWHAWK  A.  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

In  BRECON  counts  during  1986-1990  in  an  area  of  150  Km2  centred  on 
Llanwrtvd  Wells  recorded  a  density  of  1 1 .3  pairs/100  Km2.  Density  estimates  of  this 
species  would  be  of  interest. 
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BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCA  TH 

In  BRECON  counts  during  1986-1990  in  an  area  of  150  Km2  centred  on 
Llanwrtyd  Wells  recorded  a  density  of  26.6  pairs/100  Km2. 

GOLDEN  EAGLE  Aquila  chrysaetos  ERYR  EURAID 

An  immature  at  Cors  Caron  CARDIGAN  on  Jan.  28th  was  the  first  county 
record. 

OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus  GWALCH  Y  PYSGOD 

A  total  of  36  was  noted,  14  spring  records  falling  between  Apr.  2nd  and  June 
27th  and  22  autumn  records  between  July  10th  and  Oct.  10th.  It  is  not  known, 
however,  whether  birds  were  recorded  in  more  than  one  county  as  they  passed 
through.  Birds  were  recorded  in  GWENT  (5),  GLAMORGAN  (8), 
CARMARTHEN  (5),  PEMBROKE  (3),  CARDIGAN  (8),  BRECON  (3), 
RADNOR  (3)  and  FLINT  (1).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  Mav  June  Julv  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

3  9'  2  6'  8  10  2 

The  GLAMORGAN  records  included  a  total  of  5  adults  through  the  Burry  Inlet 
between  July  29th  and  Oct.  2nd;  3  were  seen  together  on  Sept.  2nd,  2  of  these 
remaining  until  Sept.  11th  and  one  until  Oct.  2nd.  Also  in  the  GLAMORGAN 
records  a  juvenile,  ringed  in  Scotland  on  Julv  10th,  was  recorded  at  Oxwich  on  Sept. 
9th. 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

In  BRECON  counts  during  1985-1990  in  an  area  of  360  Km2  centred  on 

Llanwrtyd  Wells  recorded  a  max.  density  of  5.6  pairs/100  Km2.  This  compares  to 

3. 6-6. 9  pairs/100  Km2  found  in  926  Km2  of  Snowdonia  during  1979-82  (see  Dare,  P. 
J.  1986.  Notes  on  the  Kestrel  population  of  Snowdonia,  North  Wales.  Naturalist  1 1 1 
(1986)  49-54).  Density  estimates  from  other  sizable  areas  in  Wales  would  be 
welcome,  perhaps  particularly  from  lowlands. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

No  formal  survey  was  done  in  1990  but  field  studies  revealed  that,  in  the 
Cambrian  Mountains  and  Brecon  Beacons,  Merlins  are  now  almost  totally  reliant  on 
conifer  plantations  as  nest  sites.  Over  much  of  N  Wales,  by  contrast,  pairs  have 
remained  faithful  to  traditional  ground-nesting  sites.  The  Welsh  population  of  c.60 
pairs  is  similar  to  that  of  the  1970s  but  over  half  now  nest  in  conifers.  Summary  by  lolo 
Williams.  See  also  Parr,  S.  J.  1991 .  Occupation  of  new  conifer  plantations  by  Merlins 
in  Wales.  Bird  Study  38,  103-1 1 1 . 


Records  from  PEMBROKE  give  some  indication  of  the  scale  of  coastal 
movement  and  wintering.  There  were  records  until  May  15th  and  from  Aug.  18th 
involving  a  total  of  c.34  birds.  Monthly  totals  were: 


Jan  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

May  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4  1  6 

8 

1  '  2 

3 

4  9  6 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo 

HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

In  GWENT  4  nests  produced  3,  3,  1  and  0  young;  in  the  latter  the  female  was 
eaten  on  the  nest,  probably  by  a  Tawny  Owl.  There  were  summer  records  from  4 
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other  sites  which  may,  in  fact,  have  held  breeding  birds.  In  BRECON  there  were 
summer  records  from  one  area  where  breeding  is  suspected  but  not  proved  and.  in 
RADNOR,  one  pair  bred  and  summering  birds  were  present  in  2  other  areas. 

A  total  of  27  passage  birds  was  recorded,  11  in  spring  between  Apr.  22nd  and 
June  17th  and  16  in  autumn  between  July  25th  and  Oct.  8th,  in  GWENT  (6), 
GLAMORGAN  (3),  CARMARTHEN  (3),  PEMBROKE  (5),  CARDIGAN  (6), 
BRECON  (2)  and  FLINT  (2).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

3  5  3  4'  7  4  1 

PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

An  RSPB  desk  survey  in  1989  and  1990  revealed  a  total  Welsh  population  of 
c.300  pairs.  Persecution  levels  were  high  in  the  S  Wales  valleys,  Conwy  Valley  and 
Pembrokeshire  and  c.  10%  of  breeding  pairs  were  suspected  of  failing  due  to  human 
interference.  Summary  by  Iolo  Williams. 

Details  were  received  of  the  success  of  33  pairs.  Of  these  26  were  successful, 
producing  c.53  young. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus  GRUGIAR 

A  survey  during  the  winter  1990/91  revealed  a  total  of  4500-4800  birds.  As  Red 
Grouse  suffer  52%  winter  mortality  on  low  density  moors,  the  spring  total  will  range 
between  2340-2496  birds.  Over  60%  of  the  population  was  found  on  the  few 
remaining  keepered  moors,  with  c.40%  on  the  Berwyn  Mountains.  Heavy  grazing, 
lack  of  management,  agricultural  improvement  and  afforestation  have  all 
contributed  to  the  decline  of  heather  moorland  and  its  associated  birds.  Summary  by 
Iolo  Williams. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

Now  virtually  extinct  in  BRECON,  where  only  one  pair  could  be  found  in 
1988-1990.  In  MERIONETH  reported  from  only  4  sites,  none  with  more  than  2 
males. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix  SOFLIAR 

1989:  In  CARMARTHEN  8-10  pairs  nested  in  the  Pendine-Trenocket  area, 
occupying  territories  of  c.8  ha,  mainly  in  spring  barley. 

1990:  A  wide  scatter  of  records,  involving  a  total  of  30-32  birds  as  follows:  GWENT 
(2),  GLAMORGAN  (1),  CARMARTHEN  (2-3),  PEMBROKE  (2-3), 
CARDIGAN  (5),  BRECON  (2),  RADNOR  (13),  MONTGOMERY  (1)  and 
FLINT  (2).  Where  recorded  the  habitats  in  which  birds  were  found  were:  cereals, 
mainly  barley,  8-9;  mowing  grass,  one;  Molinia  grassland,  9,  all  in  RADNOR.  Birds 
were  noted  between  May  22nd  and  Sept.  14th  and  monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

5  18  19-20  3-4  2-3 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  DWR 

Estimates  of  the  breeding  population  would  be  of  interest.  In  GWENT  recorded  at 
Uskmouth  and  the  Magor  NR  in  May.  In  BRECON  probably  bred  at  Llangorse  lake 
and  Traeth  Mawr,  Mynydd  Illtyd.  No  other  breeding  sites  are  at  present  known  in  the 
county. 
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SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana porzana  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

Singles  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  May  6th  and  Penclacwvdd 
CARMARTHEN  from  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  2nd. 


COOT  Eulica  atra 


CWTIAR 


It  would  be  of  interest  to  monitor  numbers  at  the  main 

wintering  sites  as  for 

ducks;  information  was  received  from  3  counties  as  follows: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  Llandegfedd  Res. 

34 

36 

56  3 

6 

3 

Ynvsvfro  Res. 

194 

75 

10  119 

186 

217 

240 

BRECON  Llangorse  lake 

400 

260 

235 

240 

285 

200 

Talybont  Res. 
MERIONETH  Tal  y  Llyn 

198 

106 

268 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

Estuary  counts  for  the  winter  of  1989/90  showed  this  to  be  the  most  numerous 
wader  wintering  in  Wales.  The  totals  recorded  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990.  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated;  a  dash  indicates  no  count. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

40144 

39592 

55303 

53526 

39004 

28240 

Dee 

24000 

19848 

33293 

31420 

24648 

10261 

Lavan  Sands 

— 

3539 

2424 

1697 

— 

1318 

Glaslyn/Dwyrvd 

384 

899 

538 

600 

134 

259 

T  ywi/Gwendraeth 

1913 

750 

1620 

2350 

1474 

711 

Burry  Inlet 

9205 

10136 

11862 

11331 

7711 

8085 

Blackpill 

1474 

2030 

1920 

2160 

2060 

636 

As  with  all  waders,  it  would  be  valuable  to  monitor  breeding  populations. 
Although  this  species  has  an  extensive  coastal  breeding  distribution  in  Wales, 
numbers  are  often  small.  Thus  in  GWENT  only  3  pairs  were  located  and  only  2  sites 
held  breeding  pairs  in  MERIONETH. 


BLACK-WINGED  STILT  Himantopus  himantopus  HIRGOES 

In  PEMBROKE  singles  at  Penally  from  Mar.  19th  to  30th  and  at  Skokholm  on 
May  7th  to  8th. 


AVOCET  Avosetta  recurvirostra  CAM  BIG 

In  GWENT  and  GLAMORGAN  one  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  and  then  the 
Rhymney  Estuary  from  May  20th  to  26th,  and  2  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  from  Dec. 
3rd  to  9th  which  seem  likely  to  have  been  the  same  birds  as  2  in  the  Taff/Ely  Estuary 
from  the  18th  to  24th.  In  CARDIGAN  there  wrere  3  at  the  Dvfi  Estuary  from  Oct.  9th 
to  28th  and.  in  FLINT,  there  was  one  at  Connah's  Quay/Oakenholt  Marsh  from  Nov. 
19th  to  Dec.  31st. 


STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemus  RHEDWR  Y  MOELYDD 

One  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  and  Wentlooge  Level  GLAMORGAN  from  Aug. 
20th  to  22nd  was  also  seen  nearby  in  GWENT. 
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LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 
The  Welsh  breeding  population  continues  to  expand  and  records  were: 
GWENT:  Three  pairs  on  the  R.  Usk  at  Llanfihangel  Gobion  made  4  breeding 
attempts;  3  pairs  in  another  site,  2  rearing  a  total  of  3  young. 

CARMARTHEN:  A  total  of  27  pairs  raised  at  least  46-50  young;  25  pairs  bred  on  the 
R.  Tvwi  between  Llandovery  and  Llanarthne  and  2  pairs  on  the  R.  Cothi.  There 
were  also  2  additional  territorial  males  on  the  R.  Tywi. 

CARDIGAN:  A  pair  bred  on  the  R.  Rheidol,  the  first  breeding  record  for  the 
county. 

BRECON/RADNOR:  Two  pairs  bred  on  the  Wye  at  Glasbury  and  at  least  one 
young  was  raised. 

MERIONETH:  A  single  bird  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  on  July  16th. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hdaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated;  a  dash  indicates  no  count. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

671 

603 

883 

591 

527 

146 

Dee 

118 

35 

239 

45 

116 

21 

Lavan  Sands 

— 

64 

111 

2 

— 

14 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

0 

30 

48 

12 

— 

— 

Inland  Sea 

31 

9 

68 

60 

13 

28 

Mawddach 

25 

0 

4 

27 

68 

7 

Cleddau  River 

89 

33 

35 

27 

34 

1 

Tvwi/Gwendraeth 

0 

2 

62 

0 

129 

3 

Burrv  Inlet 

106 

141 

97 

99 

65 

9 

Blackpill 

214 

199 

160 

170 

50 

9 

As  with  other  waders  it  would  be  valuable  to  monitor  the  breeding  population  in 
this  report. 

Substantial  counts  of  passage  birds  were,  in  GWENT,  max.  of  300  at  Goldcliff/ 
Redwick  and  122  at  Mathern  in  May,  200  at  the  former  and  1  lOatUndy  in  August  and 
100  at  Undy  in  November;  in  GLAMORGAN  there  was  a  max.  of  152  at  the  Burry 
Inlet  in  August. 

DOTTEREL  Eudromias  morinellus  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

Two  at  Mynydd  Tair  Caen  CARMARTHEN  on  Apr.  29th  and  one  on  May 
22nd;  4  on  Purnlumon  CARDIGAN  on  May  13th. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  A  UR 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated. 

The  Estuary  counts  do  not  cover  every  major  site  for  this  species  and  other  large 
counts  were:  GLAMORGAN,  Kenfig,  a  max.  of  200  in  January  to  March  and  460  at 
the  end  of  the  year;  CARMARTHEN,  Pembre  airfield,  1250  in  January,  Laugharne 
Burrows,  2200  in  January,  850  in  February  and  a  max.  of  3000  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  were  also  580  at  Llanrhystud  CARDIGAN  in  December  and  190  at  Tywyn 
MERIONETH.  Inland  the  only  sizable  flock  was  550  at  Llandefalle  Hill  BRECON 
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1989  1990 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

934 

2646 

2385 

3692 

1370 

820 

Dee 

310 

300 

900 

915 

150 

0 

Inland  Sea 

20 

45 

85 

270 

0 

40 

Dvfi  Estuary 

414 

485 

200 

0 

0 

0 

Cleddau  River 

0 

200 

300 

3 

450 

0 

Taf 

0 

700 

600 

0 

0 

0 

Burrv  Inlet 

160 

900 

300 

2480 

770 

780 

on  Apr.  24th.  mainly  in  summer  plumage  and  of  the  ‘altifrons'  type. 

A  survey  of  the  Elan  uplands  recorded  46  breeding  pairs,  compared  with  105  in 
1982.  a  decline  of  56%.  The  exact  reasons  for  the  decline  are  unknown  but  a 
succession  of  dry  summers  has  probably  had  a  detrimental  effect.  The  total  Welsh 
population  is  probably  less  than  120  pairs,  as  declines  have  also  occurred  in  other 
upland  areas.  Summary  by  Iolo  Williams.  A  pair  bred  in  MERIONETH  for  the  first 
time  for  several  years.  There  were  90  at  Llanhamlach  BRECON  on  July  12th;  were 
these  of  Welsh  breeding  stock? 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990.  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated. 


1989 

1990 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

1066 

1578 

1504 

1055 

1317 

733 

Dee 

838 

1120 

910 

?22 

692 

465 

Burry  Inlet 

185 

359 

450 

630 

528 

169 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus 

CORNCFTW1GLEN 

The  totals  recorded  in  the 

Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 

March  1990.  together  with  the 

counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 

tabulated. 

1989 

1990 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

4566 

16188 

16619 

16302 

6222 

336 

Dee 

2936 

7766 

1 1 136 

8880 

3802 

116 

Clwyd 

450 

2800 

158 

201 

170 

7 

Inland  Sea 

50 

274 

1000 

1620 

50 

0 

Dvfi 

365 

842 

1035 

437 

215 

95 

Cleddau  River 

39 

752 

1038 

1505 

418 

0 

Burry  Inlet 

371 

2049 

1002 

2943 

1249 

10 

Counts  in  GWENT  also  showed  that  wintering  flocks 

of  200-500  occurred  in 

several 

sites  on  the  coastal  levels  and  Usk  vallev  but  further  inland. 

in  BRECON 

.  100  at 

Llangorse  Lake  on  Mar.  3rd  and  100  each  at  Llanhamlach  and  Glasburv  in  December 

were  the  only  significant  counts.  The  figures  for  BRECON  represent  less  than  20% 
of  the  levels  recorded  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  and  it  seems  likely  that  traditional  inland 
wintering  sites  everywhere  are  being  deserted  in  the  face  of  rising  stocking  rates. 
Flock  counts  from  such  inland  areas  would  be  welcome. 

The  breeding  population  also  continues  to  decline  steeply  and  sample  counts 
from  defined  areas  would  be  welcome. 
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KNOT  Calidris  canuta  PIB  YDDYR  A  BER 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990.  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

2959 

6199 

48648 

10776 

11430 

2709 

Dee 

2793 

5130 

44715 

8800 

10930 

2167 

Tvwi/Gwendraeth 

0 

0 

1501 

56 

4 

0 

Burry  Inlet 

165 

1020 

2410 

1800 

490 

540 

SANDERLING  C.  alba 
The  totals  recorded  in 

PIBYDD  YTYWOD 

the  Estuarv  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to  March 

1 990.  together  with  the  counts  from 

the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are  tabulated. 

Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

1006 

805 

1257 

251 

389 

223 

Dee 

147 

613 

823 

165 

290 

129 

Clwvd  Coast 

p? 

0 

176 

24 

0 

77 

Tvwi/Gwendraeth 

622 

0 

0 

0 

38 

0 

Blackpill 

80 

177 

258 

62 

1 

2 

Passage  peaks  at  Cefn  Sidan  sands  CARMARTHEN  were  1 10  on  June  4th.  300 


on  July  25th,  260  on  Aug.  7th,  700  on  Oct.  1st  and  300  on  Nov.  5th. 

SEMI-PALMATED  SANDPIPER  C.  pusilla  P1BYDD  CLEDROG 

One  at  the  Ogmore  Estuary  GLAMORGAN  from  Sept.  6th  to  17th,  the  second 
Welsh  record. 


LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta  P1BYDD  BACH 

The  numbers  passing  through  Wales  annually  are  very  variable  and  would  be 
interesting  to  record  as  completely  as  possible.  Records  were  provided  by  4  counties. 


as  follows: 


GWENT 

PEMBROKE 

MERIONETH 


Total  Mav 

20-25  0  * 

7  2 

4  0 


June 

0 

0 

0 


Julv 

o' 

1 

0 


Aug. 

6 

2 

0 


Sept. 

20 

2 

3 


Oct 

5 

0 

1 


There  was  also  a  max.  of  6  at  Morfa  Cydweli  CARMARTHEN  on  Aug.  8th.  Spring 
records  were  for  May  5th  and  27th,  the  autumn  records  fell  between  July  23rd  and 
Oct.  7th. 


TEMMINCK’S  STINT  C.  temminckii  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

One  at  Westfield  Pill  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  3rd  and  4th. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea  PIBYDD  CAM  BIG 

As  with  Little  Stint,  the  numbers  passing  through  Wales  annually  are  very 
variable  and  would  be  interesting  to  document.  Records  were  provided  by  4  counties 
as  follows. 

There  was  a  max.  of  9  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  8th. 

The  sole  spring  record  was  on  Skokholm  on  Apr.  30th.  Autumn  passage  was 
recorded  from  July  21st  to  Oct.  16th. 
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GWENT 

PEMBROKE 

MERIONETH 


Total 

c.46 

c.26 

6 


Apr. 

0 

1 

0 


May 

o' 

0 

0 


June 

0 

0 

0 


July 

3 

0 

0 


Aug. 

8 

3 

5 


Sept. 

28 

22 

1 


Oct. 

11 

3 

0 


PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

Preferring  rocky  shorelines  this  species  was  not  recorded  by  the  Estuary  counts 
for  1989/90,  except  for  a  single  bird  in  the  Dyfi  Estuary  CARDIGAN  in  June.  Counts 
would  be  of  interest. 


DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  Y  MAWN 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated;  a  dash  indicates  no  count. 

1989  1990 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

2722 

29662 

35762 

27792 

21085 

3787 

Dee 

450 

13289 

14710 

10476 

7100 

2366 

Cleddau  River 

105 

789 

2989 

3191 

2262 

71 

Burry  Inlet 

533 

5393 

3462 

5285 

3626 

221 

Blackpill 

210 

1350 

1190 

1730 

1030 

945 

Taff/Ely 

52 

3000 

6500 

2700 

3500 

— 

Severn  (Gwent) 

179 

4200 

3600 

2291 

800 

8 

The  figures  for  the  Taff/Ely  and  Severn  (Gwent)  during  January  and  March  seem  to 
underestimate  the  numbers  wintering  along  the  GLAMORGAN  (S)  and  GWENT 
coast.  Figures  supplied  by  the  County  Recorders  suggest  that  up  to  15  000+  wintered, 
with  individual  max.  of  6000  in  the  Rhymney  Estuary,  5000  at  St.  Brides/Uskmouth 
and  at  Goldcliff/Redwick  and  3000  at  Mathern.  Some  overlap  in  counts  along  this 
coast  is  likely,  however. 

An  RSPB  survey  of  the  Elan  uplands  showed  that  numbers  had  declined  from  41 
breeding  pairs  in  1982  to  28  in  1990.  A  succession  of  dry  summers  has  adversely 
affected  this  species  and  the  current  Welsh  breeding  population  is  unlikely  to  exceed 
50  pairs.  Summary  by  lolo  Williams. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subruficollis  PIBYDD  BRONLLWYD 

One  at  Mathern  Pill  GWENT  from  May  23rd  to  29th  may  have  adopted  a  brood 
of  Lapwing  chicks  during  its  stay!  One  on  the  Teifi  Estuary  CARDIGAN  on  Sept. 
5  th.  * 


RUFF  Philomachus pugtiax  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

Another  wader  species  for  which  passage  totals  would  be  of  interest.  Figures 
were  supplied  by  2  counties  as  follows: 

Total  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

GWENT  c.18  1  4  1  0  0  3  12  2 

Records  fell  between  Mar.  24th  and  May  3rd  in  spring  and  Aug.  18th  and  Oct.  20th  in 
autumn.  In  CARMARTHEN  max  of  4  at  Penclacwydd  on  Sept.  8th  and  3  at  Cydweli 
on  Oct.  6th. 
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JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIA  CH  FA  CH 

The  Estuary  counts  included  an  unusual  concentration  of  12  on  the  Cleddau 
River  PEMBROKE  in  January. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIA  CH  GYFFREDIN 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

82 

618 

346 

595 

244 

152 

Dee 

3 

288 

125 

130 

23 

10 

Dvfi 

11 

29 

6 

0 

1 

10 

Cleddau  River 

41 

230 

84 

375 

186 

117 

Taf 

16 

25 

55 

37 

23 

7 

Burrv  Inlet 

8 

19 

40 

4 

5 

2 

Inland  there  were  72  in  the  Wye  Valley  at  Glasbury  BRECON/RADNOR  on  Jan. 
27th  and  40  on  Mar.  3rd. 

Little  breeding  information  was  received  and,  as  with  all  waders,  breeding 
estimates  in  defined  areas  for  this  species  would  be  valuable.  In  BRECON  12-15  pairs 
were  located  on  the  MOD  ranges  on  Mynydd  Eppynt,  which  now  seems  to  be  the 
most  important  breeding  area  for  Snipe  in  the  county. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  Dee  Estuary  FLINT  is  the  only  site  in  Wales  to  hold  a  significant  winter 
population.  Counts  for  the  winter  of  1989/90  were: 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Dee 

504 

850 

1005 

1500 

1600 

These  counts  were  considerably  larger  than  usual. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

155 

254 

764 

514 

357 

230 

Dee 

1 

7 

396 

40 

87 

48 

Inland  Sea 

77 

120 

180 

180 

170 

35 

Cleddau  River 

0 

3 

6 

2 

2 

97 

Burrv  Inlet 

62 

115 

160 

281 

85 

45 

Significant  passage  flocks  included  an  exceptional  movement  along  the  GWENT 
coast  in  May,  with  counts  totalling  1009  at  Black  Rock/Chepstow  Wharf  between  the 
1st  and  7th,  peak  305  on  the  4th;  many  of  these  birds  were  seen  moving  on  daily. 
There  were  also  138  on  the  Dvfi  Estuary  CARDIGAN  on  the  6th  and,  in  the  autumn 
there,  84  on  Oct.  19th.  In  CARMARTHEN  there  was  a  max.  of  412  on  the 
Gwendraeth  on  Oct.  10th. 
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WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

First  recorded  on  Mar.  22nd  in  GWENT,  where  there  was  substantial  coastal 
passage  in  April  and  May,  involving  several  hundred  birds;  the  peak  count  was  100  at 
Collister  Pill  on  Apr.  25th.  There  was  also  a  peak  autumn  count  there  of  85  on  July 
22nd.  In  GLAMORGAN  the  monthly  max.  at  the  Burry  Inlet  were  April  70.  May  55. 
June  30,  July  10  and  August  75,  whilst,  on  the  CARMARTHEN  side,  there  was  a 
max.  of  80  at  Penclacwydd  on  Apr.  24th.  Also  in  CARMARTHEN  there  were  90  on 
the  Gwendraeth  on  May  13th  and  70  on  Sept.  23rd.  Inland  there  were  singles  at 
Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  May  2nd  and  Aug.  15th  and  2  or  3  on  the  R.  Usk  at 
Brecon  on  July  14th. 

CURLEW  /V.  arquata  GYLFINIR 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated;  a  dash  indicates  no  count. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

9108 

10696 

7647 

12950 

9665 

7954 

Dee 

2711 

2163 

1790 

2747 

2910 

2445 

Lavan  Sands 

— 

1866 

862 

1301 

— 

815 

Inland  Sea 

280 

168 

530 

1100 

810 

530 

Dyfi 

432 

578 

450 

778 

478 

241 

Cleddau  River 

1288 

2151 

1224 

1727 

1247 

709 

Burry  Inlet 

2132 

1144 

710 

1663 

995 

776 

Severn  (Gwent) 

524 

694 

5 

525 

352 

187 

Inland  the  wintering  flock  in  the  Wye  Valley  at  Glasburv  BRECON  held  max.  of  61  in 
January  and  90  in  December. 

As  with  other  waders  it  would  be  valuable  to  monitor  breeding  populations.  In 
GWENT  about  25  breeding  territories  were  found  in  20  sites,  a  further  decrease.  In 
BRECON  14  pairs  were  found  on  the  MOD  ranges  on  Mynvdd  Eppvnt  in  late  May. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 
A  small  wintering  population  was  recorded  by  the  Estuary  counts  in  1989/90. 
with  monthly  totals  of; 

1989  1990 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

19  25  15  22  5  22 

The  main  group  was  on  the  Cleddau  River,  with  a  total  of  1 1  in  early  1990. 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 


The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
March  1990,  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated;  a  dash  indicates  no  count. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

11548 

11383 

9105 

11896 

9560 

10049 

Dee 

7424 

7120 

4986 

7692 

5992 

7528 

Cleddau  River 

653 

1629 

925 

1024 

1146 

624 

Burry  Inlet 

1277 

778 

549 

1001 

665 

458 

Taff/Ely 

209 

400 

500 

828 

300 

— 

Severn  (Gwent) 

1019  v 

254 

600 

113 

100 

11 

28 


There  were  also  710  on  the  Rhymney  Estuary  GLAMORGAN  in  February. 

As  with  other  waders  counts  of  breeding  birds  would  be  valuable .  Between  4  and 
cS  pairs  were  located  in  GWENT  along  the  coast;  in  BRECON  only  one  pair  was 
found,  at  Pwll  Gwy-rhoc,  Llangattock;  in  MERIONETH  3-4  pairs  bred  in  one 
coastal  site  only. 

MARSH  SANDPIPER  T.  stagnatilis  PIBYDD  Y  GORS 

One  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  on  May  19th  was  the  first  county  and 
second  Welsh  record. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

A  small  wintering  population  was  recorded  by  the  Estuary  counts  for  1989/90; 
monthly  totals  were 


1989 

1990 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

25 

46 

19 

19 

20 

The  largest  group  was  found  on  the  Cleddau  River,  with  a  max  of  20  in  November, 
when  there  were  also  13  on  the  Lavan  Sands  CAERNARVON. 

There  was  a  marked  passage  through  GWENT  between  May  1st  and  11th. 
involving  at  least  24  birds  along  the  coast;  in  the  autumn  passage  was  more  marked 
away  from  the  coast  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  In  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN  passage 
max.  were  July  15.  August  15,  September  20  and  October  15. 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

A  small  wintering  population  was  noted  in  GWENT,  with  between  3  and  6  in  the 
early  months  and  4  at  the  end  of  the  year,  GLAMORGAN,  with  2  in  the  Burry  Inlet 
at  each  end  of  the  year,  CARMARTHEN,  with  one  in  the  Tywi/Gwendraeth 
Estuary  in  February  and  PEMBROKE,  with  one  on  the  Cleddau  River  in  January. 
Inland  none  was  found  in  the  Wye  Valley,  although  birds  normally  winter  regularly 
near  Glasbury  BRECON/RADNOR. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

A  total  of  1 6  recorded ,  in  GWENT  (4) ,  GLAMORGAN  ( 1 ) ,  CARMARTHEN 
(4).  PEMBROKE  (2),  CARDIGAN  (1),  DENBIGH  (2)  and  FLINT  (2).  Spring 
records  fell  between  May  12th  and  20th  and  autumn  records  between  July  30th  and 
Sept.  21st.  All  records  were  of  single  birds  except  for  3  together  at  Ynysyfro  Res. 
GWENT  on  Aug.  4th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mav  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

2'  0  f  10  3 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

Single  wintering  birds  were  recorded  at  Llanfihangel  Gobion  GWENT  on  Feb. 
10th  and  the  Cleddau  River  PEMBROKE  in  the  early  months. 

As  with  all  waders  it  would  be  valuable  to  publish  counts  of  breeding  birds  in 
defined  areas.  In  BRECON  18  pairs  were  located  on  17  Km  of  the  R.  Usk  between 
Penpont  and  Llansaintffraed. 

TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  totals  recorded  in  the  Estuary  counts  for  each  month  from  October  1989  to 
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March  1990.  together  with  the  counts  from  the  most  important  sites  (see  page  5)  are 
tabulated:  a  dash  indicates  no  count. 


Oct. 

1989 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

1990 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

1771 

2014 

1694 

1828 

705 

2133 

Dee 

717 

631 

1010 

870 

110 

1185 

Clwyd  Coast 

62 

552 

0 

114 

95 

244 

Cleddau  River 

77 

106 

121 

62 

63 

29 

Burry  Inlet 

702 

359 

60 

296 

92 

293 

Blackpill 

50 

140 

154 

190 

102 

216 

Taff/Ely 

38 

0 

42 

53 

111 

— 

There  were  2  inland  records  in  GWENT,  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Aug.  12th  and 
Ynysvfro  Res.  on  the  19th. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  fulicarius  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

Eleven  records  in  the  autumn  between  Sept.  20th  and  Dec.  9th  in 
CARMARTHEN  (1).  PEMBROKE  (4)  and  CARDIGAN  (6).  where  the  records 
included  3  together  in  the  Teifi  Estuary  on  Oct.  6th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

17  12 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus  SGIWEN  FRECH 

A  light  phase  bird  wras  seen  off  Peterstone/Wentlooge  GWENT  on  June  7th.  A 
total  of  57  in  autumn  between  July  21st  and  Dec.  27th.  nearly  all  off  Strumble  Head 
PEMBROKE,  where  54  passed  between  July  21st  and  Oct.  31st.  2  on  Nov.  18th  and 
one  on  Dec.  27th:  the  max.  was  13  on  Oct.  31st.  Elsewhere  singles  passed  Skomer  on 
Sept.  6th  and  8th  and  there  was  one  off  Aberaeron  CARDIGAN  on  Oct.  30th. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  5.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGEEDD 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  singles  in  spring  off  Broadhaven  on  Apr.  15th  and 
Strumble  Head  on  June  9th.  In  autumn  there  6  passed  Skokholm.  1 1  passed  Skomer 
and  251  passed  Strumble  Head  between  Aug.  12th  and  Nov.  18th.  peaks  24  off 
Strumble  Head  on  Sept.  6th  and  again  on  the  7th. 

There  was  a  scatter  of  records  elsewhere  around  the  coast  and,  inland,  a 
dark-phase  bird  flew'  N  over  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  June  10th  and  3  similar 
birds  flew  W  over  Llanw'rtvd  Wells  BRECON  on  Sept.  25th. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  5.  longicauda  SGIWEN  EOSTEAIN 

In  PEMBROKE  a  total  of  13  moving  off  Strumble  Head  between  Sept.  7th  and 
Nov.  1st;  max.  were  4  on  Sept.  19th  and  2  on  the  22nd. 

GREAT  SKUA  5.  skua  SGIWEN  EA  WR 

Apart  from  2  sightings,  perhaps  2  birds,  along  the  GWENT  coast  on  Feb.  4th  all 
records  were  for  PEMBROKE.  In  the  winter  there  were  3  in  Fishguard  Harbour  on 
Feb.  26th  and.  off  Strumble  Head,  3  on  Jan.  26th.  2  on  the  28th  and  singles  on  Feb. 
18th  and  27th.  There  was  one  spring  record  there,  on  Apr.  15th.  and  in  autumn  a  total 
of  166  passed  between  Aug.  4th  and  Nov.  18th.  max.  21  on  Sept.  19th.  A  total  of  9 
passed  Skomer  between  Aug.  27th  and  Oct.  7th. 
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MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Earns  melanocephalus 

GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
There  were  substantial  numbers  in  S  Wales,  with  a  record  total  of  at  least  16 
birds  in  GWENT,  c.26  in  GLAMORGAN  (S  &  Mid)  and  13  at  Blackpill 
GLAMORGAN  (W).  Birds  were  present  all  year  and  monthly  totals  for  GWENT 
and  Blackpill  are  combined  to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Mav  June  Julv  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Adults  3  3  7  2  0  2  4  5  3  4  64 

Immatures  220  10  12  79842  11 

Note  the  preponderance  of  adults  in  the  winter  months. 

Elsewhere  there  were  3  single  birds  in  CARDIGAN,  at  Aberystwyth  on  Feb. 
3rd,  the  Teifi  Estuary  on  Oct.  19th  and  Borth  on  Nov.  30th. 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

About  26-29  birds  were  noted  in  GWENT,  as  follows: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Adults  0  1  00  18  0  O'  00000 

Immatures  201230023000 

The  May  movement  coincided  with  a  large  tern  passage.  Inland  there  were  singles  at 
Llyn  Heilyn  RADNOR  on  May  10th  and  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  Sept.  7th, 
with  3  there  on  25th  and  2  from  the  27th  to  Oct.  7th.  All  were  immature.  Annual 
passage  records  of  this  species  would  be  of  interest. 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini  GWYLAN  SABINE 

An  adult  on  the  Rhymney  Estuary  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  26th.  In  the  autumn 
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a  total  of  15  were  noted  in  GLAMORGAN  (1),  CARMARTHEN  (1),  PEMBROKE 
(1 1)  and  FLINT  (2).  Records  fell  between  Aug.  23rd  and  Oct.  27th  and  included  3 
adults  passing  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  7th  and  one  adult  and  6 
immatures  between  the  19th  and  21st;  there  were  also  an  adult  and  an  immature  off 
Point  of  Ayr  FLINT  on  the  23rd.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

1  13  1 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  BENDDU 

None  were  known  to  breed  in  GWENT.  In  BRECON  131-156  pairs  were 
counted  in  3  colonies  but  the  colony  at  Caban  Coch  Res.  on  the  BRECON/ 
RADNOR  border  was  not  examined.  Colony  counts  would  be  of  interest. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

A  total  of  about  25  birds  were  reported,  in  GLAMORGAN  (22,  with  a  min.  of 
15  at  Blackpill),  GWENT  (1),  and  FLINT  (2). 

One  of  the  Glamorgan  birds  was  also  seen  in  GWENT.  The  records  are  not 
complete  and  how  much  birds  move  about  along  the  coast  and  so  are  recorded  in 
more  than  one  locality  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

1  5  11  7  6’  7  8  3  0  1 

LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GELNDDU  LEIAF 
Ten  pairs  bred  on  roof-tops  in  Newport  GWENT.  In  PEMBROKE  there  were 
2605  pairs  on  Skokholm  and  12  800  on  Skomer,  but  few  young  were  reared. 

HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatiis  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

In  GWENT  breeding  was  confirmed  on  roof-tops  in  Newport,  c.5  young  being 
reared,  and  may  have  occurred  in  Chepstow.  There  were  also  6  birds  on  ledges  in 
Livox  Quarry  there  in  June.  In  PEMBROKE  there  were  254  pairs  on  Skokholm  and 
430  on  Skomer. 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIC 

A  total  of  8  records  as  follows:  GWENT;  single  immatures  at  Peterstone/ 
Wentlooge  on  Feb.  24th  and  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  the  26th  and  27th:  one  at  Talacre 
FLINT  on  the  26th:  GLAMORGAN;  singles  at  the  Taff/Ely  Estuary  on  Mar.  11th. 
Penclawdd  on  the  26th,  Stout  Point  on  the  30th,  Upper  Loughoron  May  2nd  and  at 
the  Taff/Ely  Estuary  on  Dec.  27th. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  total  of  14  was  noted,  all  on  the  coast  in  GLAMORGAN  (5),  PEMBROKE 
(1),  CARDIGAN  (1)  and  FLINT  (7).  Records  were  scattered  throughout  the  year 
and  included  a  second  year  bird  which  stayed  at  Blackpill  and  Mumbles 
GLAMORGAN  from  Feb.  19th  to  Apr.  6th.  It  must  be  noted  that  individuals  may 
move  about  quite  widely  and  some  duplication  may  be  involved  in  the  records. 
Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  5  1  1  0  2  0  0  10  13 
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GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 
None  bred  in  GWENT,  where  there  is  normally  one  colony.  In  PEMBROKE  16 
pairs  bred  on  Skokholm  and  41  on  Skomer. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDD  U 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  2423  occupied  sites  on  Skomer.  Inland  records  came 
from  GWENT,  with  singles  at  Tredegar  House  Lake  on  Feb.  23rd.  Llanellen  on  22nd 
and  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  July  25th,  and  from  BRECON,  with  singles  at  Llangorse 
Lake  on  Apr.  10th  and  Aug.  19th.  All  but  the  bird  of  Apr.  10th  were  immatures. 

SANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

On  ANGLESEY  517  pairs  bred  at  2  sites.  About  290  young  fledged  from  the 
Cemlyn  colony  (497  pairs)  but  no  young  fledged  at  the  other  sites.  Summary  by 
Graham  Williams. 

ROSEATE  TERN  dougallii  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

On  ANGLESEY  45  pairs  bred  at  3  sites,  compared  to  96+  pairs  in  1989. 
Breeding  success  was  poor,  with  only  5  or  6  young  fledging,  owing  to  predation  by 
gulls.  Summary  by  Graham  Williams.  There  was  one  at  Aberystwyth  CARDIGAN 
on  May  9th. 

COMMON  TERN  5.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

A  total  of  473+  pairs  bred  at  5  sites,  4  on  ANGLESEY  and  one  in  FLINT. 
Breeding  success  was  very  poor,  with  mass  desertion  of  the  main  colony  at  Shotton 
FLINT  (c.286  pairs)  at  the  egg  stage  but  the  cause  was  unknown.  Summary  by 
Graham  Williams. 

ARCTIC  TERN  5.  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  total  of  704+  pairs  bred  at  3  sites  on  ANGLESEY.  Breeding  success  was  poor, 
except  on  the  Skerries,  where  c.300  young  fledged.  Summary  by  Graham  Williams. 

COMMON/ ARCTIC  TERN 

The  colony  counts  above  exclude  a  count  of  240  pairs  of  Common/Arctic  Terns 
at  Cemlyn  ANGLESEY  ( Graham  Williams ).  In  GWENT  an  unprecedented  move¬ 
ment  on  May  2nd  involved  250+  at  Black  Rock,  of  which  the  majority  were  thought 
to  be  hirundo :  there  were  also  140  off  Aberdysynni  MERIONETH  the  previous  day. 

LITTLE  TERN  5.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

Fifty-one  pairs  bred  at  the  sole  remaining  colony  in  Wales,  at  Gronant  FLINT. 
The  season  was  unsuccessful  owing  to  predation  by  foxes.  Summary  by  Graham 
Williams. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

Spring  records  fell  between  Apr.  28th  and  May  4th  but  included  exceptional 
concentrations  in  the  Severn  Estuary  of  286+  off  Black  Rock  GWENT  on  May  2nd, 
270+  on  the  3rd  and  70+  on  the  4th;  the  degree  of  turnover  and  onward  movement  in 
these  counts  is  unknown.  There  were  also  56  at  Ynyslas  CARDIGAN  on  Apr.  28th 
and  27  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  and  30-35  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  MERIONETH 
on  May  2nd. 
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In  the  autumn  c.30  noted  between  Aug.  20th  and  Oct.  21st,  in  GWENT  (11), 
PEMBROKE  (17)  and  BRECON  (2).  The  BRECON  records  included  one  in  full 
summer  plumage  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Oct.  21st.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

56  315-655  0  0  14  12  2 

WHITE-WINGED  BLACK  TERN  C.  Icucopterus  CORSWENNOL  ADEINWEN 
One  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  3rd. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle  GWYLOG  DDU 

Becoming  more  frequent  around  the  Gower  Peninsula  GLAMORGAN  and 
there  were  singles  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  Mar.  31st  and  off  Rhossili  on  Aug.  30th, 
Sept.  28th  (juvenile)  and  Nov.  11th.  No  other  information  received. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle  CA RFIL  BA CH 

One  found  dead  at  Broadhaven  PEMBROKE  on  Mar.  12th.  The  influx  noted 
elsewhere  in  Britain  in  late  1990  appeared  to  be  very  muted  in  Wales,  with  records 
only  from  CARMARTHEN  and  PEMBROKE.  Birds  were  recorded  between  Oct. 
4th  and  Dec.  27th  and  monthly  totals  were  October  8,  November  7  and  December  6. 
The  October  records  were  all  off  PEMBROKE,  mainly  Strumble  Head.  Otherwise 
there  were  singles  at  Pendine  CARMARTHEN  on  Nov.  22nd  (dead)  and  Llanelli  on 
25th  and,  in  PEMBROKE,  off  Skokholm  on  22nd  and  29th,  Skomer  on  23rd  and 
Strumble  Head  on  17th  and  25th,  with  2  on  Dec.  26th  and  3  on  27th. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

In  PEMBROKE  2000-2500  pairs  were  estimated  on  Skokholm  and  5000-6000  on 
Skomer. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

This  species  is  now  extinct  as  a  breeding  bird  in  BRECON. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  TYLLUAN  WEN 

In  GWYNEDD  (see  page  2)  a  survey  recorded  39  occupied  sites,  in  which  26 
pairs  definitely  bred  and  13  probably  did  so.  In  addition  a  total  of  70  reports  of  birds 
seen,  corpses  or  occupied  roosts  was  also  received  during  the  year.  The  species 
occurred  widely  throughout  MON,  the  Llyn  Peninsula  and  the  coastal  lowlands  of 
MEIRIONYDD.  In  these  areas  it  appeared  most  closely  associated  with  rough  dense 
grassland  and  the  unimproved  lower  reaches  of  the  larger  river  valleys.  The  highest 
nest  density  was  in  SW  MON,  where  nearest  neighbour  distances  were  as  close  as 
1 .5  Km.  Birds  were  absent  above  305  m  (and  2  nests  above  185  m  were  exceptional) 
and  sparse  in  the  Arfon  coastal  belt.  Birds  were,  perhaps,  under-recorded  in  the 
Conwy  and  Dee  Valleys.  The  distribution  of  nests  by  Local  Authority  Districts 
(number  of  other  records  in  brackets)  was:  MON  23  (22),  Dwyfor  4  (17),  Arfon  1  (8), 
Aberconwy  2  (11)  and  MEIRIONYDD  9  (12).  Summary  by  Duncan  Brown. 

In  BRECON  at  least  5  sites  were  occupied  in  the  north  of  the  county  and  the 
breeding  population  for  the  whole  county  was  estimated  at  25-30  during  1988-1990. 
This  included  some  pairs  in  the  Brecon  Beacons  National  Park,  where  a  survey  of  the 
whole  Park  has  revealed  a  total  of  29  occupied  sites  (in  which  14  pairs  definitely  bred 
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in  1991 ).  The  Usk  Valley  is  the  main  breeding  area  in  BRECON  and  further  down  the 
valley,  in  GWENT,  at  least  3  more  pairs  were  found. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN FACH 

The  species  is  extending  its  range  W  in  CARMARTHEN  and  a  pair  bred 
successfully  at  Login  and  another  was  present  at  Talyllychau,  both  new  sites.  In 
MERIONETH  breeding  was  suspected  in  4  coastal  sites  between  Aberdyfi  and 
Fairbourne.  Sample  counts  of  occupied  sites  in  defined  areas  would  be  valuable  for 
this  species. 

TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLL UAN  FRECH 

Another  species  for  which  sample  counts  in  defined  areas  would  be  of  some 
interest. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  TYLL  UAN  GORNIOG 

No  breeding  reports  were  received  and  such  would  be  welcomed.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  the  only  records  were  of  2  at  Kenfig  GLAMORGAN  from  Jan. 
19th  to  Mar.  20th,  one  staying  to  Apr.  8th,  and  one  at  Machynys  CARMARTHEN 
on  Mar.  12th  and  13th.  In  the  autumn  there  was  a  run  of  records  on  Skomer 
PEMBROKE  between  Oct.  18th  and  Nov.  8th,  apparently  involving  4-5  birds,  with  a 
max.  of  3  on  Oct.  21st.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  singles  near  Magor  GWENT 
on  Dec.  2nd  and  at  Clytha  on  the  13th;  a  roost  of  12  at  Wentlooge  Level 
GLAMORGAN  from  Nov.  12th  to  Dec.  31st,  2  at  Kenfig  NR  from  Nov.  13th  to  the 
end  of  the  year  and  one  at  East  Aberthaw  on  Dec.  15th;  one  at  Winterton 
PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  26th. 
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SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

In  PEMBROKE  4  or  5  pairs  bred  on  Skomer,  rearing  at  least  12  young.  There 
were  at  least  3  pairs  in  the  Elan  valley  RADNOR  but  no  details  of  breeding  success 
were  obtained.  Breeding  was  also  confirmed  in  one  upland  site  in  MERIONETH. 
Little  information  was  received  on  wintering  birds  and  such  would  be  welcome. 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus  TROELLWR  MAWR 

A  survey  by  the  Forestry  Commission  in  5  Forestry  Districts,  Clwyd  (DENBIGH 
and  FLINT).  Dolgellau  (MERIONETH),  Llanrwst  (CAERNARVON),  Morgannwg 
(GLAMORGAN),  and  Newtown  (MONTGOMERY  &  RADNOR)  found  a  total 
of  36  territorial  males  and  6  females,  distributed  as  follows:  Clwyd  15  males  in  10 
compartments;  Dolgellau,  2  males,  one  female  in  2  compartments;  Llanrwst.  5 
males,  one  female  in  3  compartments;  Morgannwg,  10  males  and  4  females  in  7 
compartments;  Newtown,  4  males  in  2  compartments.  The  mean  height  of  occupied 
sites  was  327  m,  only  one  was  below  250  m  and  3  were  above  400  m.  The  birds  were 
all  in  restocks  with  an  average  age  of  4-5  years.  The  size  of  restocks  occupied  ranged 
from  5  ha  to  150  ha,  averaging  39.  Details  supplied  by  Jon  Westlake. 

Elsewhere  there  were  15-17  territorial  males  in  GWENT.  5-7  of  which  were 
proved  to  breed.  In  GLAMORGAN  (W)  a  systematic  search  located  6  territorial 
males  in  4  sites,  all  forestry  restocks  (and  not  found  by  the  Forestry  Commission 
survey)  aged  4-6  years,  except  for  one  area  of  burnt  forest  regenerating  naturally; 
heights  ranged  between  213  and  335  m.  In  CARDIGAN  a  male  at  Ynyshir  from  late 
May  to  July  was  apparently  unmated.  One  at  Skomer  on  Sept.  4th  was  the  only  record 
for  PEMBROKE  and  the  last  to  be  recorded. 

The  species  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a  BTO  survey  in  1992.  With  forestry  clearly  a 
major  habitat  in  Wales,  the  Forestry  Commission  will  be  heavily  involved.  Jon 
Westlake  will  be  coordinating  the  Commission’s  field  work  and  asks  that  any  observer 
interested  in  helping  cover  the  vast  area  of  forest  to  be  visited  contact  him  before 
April.  His  address  is  Jon  Westlake,  Forestry  Commission,  Wales  Conservancy. 
Victoria  Terrace,  Aberystwyth,  Dvfed.  SY23  2DQ. 

KINGFISHER  Alcedo  atthis  GLAS  Y  DORLAN 

In  GWENT  breeding  season  reports  included  3-4  pairs  on  the  R.  Usk  between 
Abergavenny  and  Llanwenarth  and  possibly  as  many  as  5  on  the  R.  Wye  in  the 
Redbrook/Monmouth  area.  Sample  counts  of  breeding  pairs  along  defined  stretches 
of  stream  would  be  welcomed. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops  COPOG 

A  total  of  13  recorded  in  GWENT  (4),  GLAMORGAN  (2).  CARMARTHEN 
(1),  PEMBROKE  (5)  and  BRECON  (1).  Spring  records  fell  between  Mar.  14th  and 
June  20th,  autumn  records  between  Sept.  30th  and  Oct.  20th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  Julv  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

5  4  O'  1  O'  0  1  1 

There  was  also  a  very  late  bird  at  Nantvderrv  GWENT  on  Dec.  6th. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  PEN  GAM 

In  PEMBROKE  singles  on  Skokholm  on  May  2nd  and  Skomer  on  the  3rd  and  at 
least  2  individuals  on  Skokholm  between  Sept.  4th  and  13th.  The  only  other  records 
were  singles  at  Kenfig  NR  GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  27th  and  28th  and  at  Carngafallt 
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BRECON  on  Sept.  9th. 


WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  EH  ED  YDD  Y  COED 

One  at  Gronant  FLINT  on  July  1 5th  and  2  at  Margam  Burrows  GLAMORGAN 
on  Dec.  13th  and  14th. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

Counts  on  the  MOD  ranges  on  Mynvdd  Eppvnt  BRECON  in  late  May  produced 
a  density  estimate  of  3.5  pairs/Km2.  On  improved  farmland  in  the  county  the  species 
is  becoming  scarce  in  the  face  of  rising  stocking  rates. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

One  on  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  the  extraordinary  date  of  June  4th. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

In  GWENT  there  were  150+  holes  in  the  banks  of  the  R.  Usk  at  Llanfihangel 
Gobion.  230+  between  Abergavenny  and  Llanwenarth  and  15  at  Newbridge-on- 
Usk.  Counts  of  colonies  would  be  very  valuable. 

There  were  also  large  counts  of  passage  birds  in  GWENT,  with  1000  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Aug.  18th.  400  there  between  the  20th  and  27th.  200+  on  Sept. 
8th  and  1000  on  the  14th.  In  BRECON  the  max.  recorded  at  Llangorse  lake  were  600 
on  July  1st  and  again  on  Aug.  11th.  and  c.500  on  the  10th  and  13th. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

One  at  the  Olwav  Meadows  GWENT  on  Jan.  23rd. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW  H.  daurica  GWENNOL  DINGOCH 

One  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  30th.  There  have  been  6  previous 
Welsh  records,  involving  10-12  birds. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

One  at  Llandrindod  Wells  RADNOR  on  Mar.  4th  was  a  very  early  arrival. 

TAWNY  PIPIT  A.  campestris  CORHEDYDD  MELYN 

One  at  Forwrvn  y  Witch  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  28th. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosas  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

In  PEMBROKE  41  pairs  bred  on  Skokholm  and  45  on  Skomer.  Other  breeding 
counts  of  this  species  would  be  of  interest. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  Y DWR 

About  34  were  recorded  in  all.  all  on  or  near  the  coast.  There  were  wintering 
birds  in  the  early  months  in  GLAMORGAN  (5)  and  PEMBROKE  (1)  and.  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  in  FLINT(2).  A  marked  passage  was  noted  in  March  and  April, 
particularly  in  GWENT  and  CARMARTHEN.  None  was  recorded  during  May  to 
October  and  monthly  totals  otherwise  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Nov.  Dec. 

3  4  22  10  2  1 
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YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  SIGLEN  FELEN 

In  GWENT  breeding  was  confirmed  in  6  sites  and  probable  in  3.  None  bred  at 
Penclacwvdd  CARMARTHEN  where  breeding  was  regular  up  to  1988  or  1989.  the 
only  known  breeding  site  in  the  county.  A  pair  bred  at  360  m  at  Bodtalog  in  the  Elan 
Valley  RADNOR  rearing  4  young  in  an  area  of  havfields  by  a  stream,  an  unusual 
record  and  an  unusual  habitat  at  the  altitude. 

In  the  autumn  the  roost  in  saltmarsh  at  Sluice  Farm.  Peterstone/Wentlooge 
GWENT  held  130  birds  on  Aug.  7th  and  250+  on  the  23rd.  Elsewhere  numbers  were 
very  small,  with  passage  max.  in  CARMARTHEN  of  12  at  Banc  v  Lord.  Cvdweli.  on 
Sept.  8th.  and  in  BRECON  of  23  in  the  Wye  valley  near  Glasburv  on  Aug.  12th  and 
14  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  the  13th;  the  BRECON  counts  were  less  than  half  the  usual 
level. 

A  bird  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  thunbergi  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE 
from  May  31st  to  June  5th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  LWYD 

It  would  be  of  interest  to  publish  sample  counts  of  this  species.  Thus  19  pairs 
were  found  along  20  Km  of  the  R.  Irfon  BRECON  from  Garth  village  upstream  to 
the  Devil's  Staircase. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

Up  to  400  in  a  roost  on  the  Old  Green  roundabout  at  Newport  GWENT  during 
January  to  March  and  200  there  in  October,  but  the  roost  was  abandoned  after  mid 
December.  A  roost  of  250  in  the  Elan  Valley  RADNOR  on  Sept.  16th. 

At  Llvn  Trawsfynydd  MERIONETH  c.40  showing  the  characters  of  the  race 
alba  were  noted  on  Apr.  29th. 

WAXWING  Bomby  cilia  garrulus  CYNEEON  SID  AN 

1989:  One  at  Cvncoed.  Cardiff.  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  21st  and  22nd. 

1990:  All  records  were  singles  at  Llancarfan  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  2nd.  New  Quay 
CARDIGAN  on  the  6th.  Towyn  DENBIGH  from  13th  to  18th  and  Ruthin  on  the 
15th.  Two  flew  E  at  Shirenewton  GWENT  on  Mar.  10th. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  one  at  Prestatyn  FLINT  on  Oct.  26th  w^as  the  only  record . 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  DWR 

In  GWENT  breeding  records  included  counts  of  6  pairs  on  the  R.  Honddu.  5 
pairs  on  the  R.  Monnow  and  12  pairs  on  the  R.  Grwvne  Fawr.  In  BRECON  there 
were  12  pairs  along  20  Km  of  the  R.  Irfon  from  Garth  village  upstream  to  the  Devil's 
Staircase.  Breeding  counts  along  defined  stretches  of  stream  would  be  valuable  for 
this  species. 

BLUETHROAT  Luscinia  svecica  BRONLAS 

Singles  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skomeron  May  24th  and  Caldey  Island  on  Oct.  16th. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruros  TINGOCH  DU 

A  pair  at  Mvnvddislwyn  GWENT  on  Mar.  14th.  a  female  at  Ponsticill  Res. 
BRECON  on  June  22nd  and  singles  in  CARMARTHEN  at  Pembre  Country  Park  on 
Oct.  28th  and  Laugharne  Burrows  from  the  30th  to  Nov.  2nd. 
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WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

A  very  early  arrival  was  one  at  Pont-ar-Elan  RADNOR  on  Feb.  28th. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

In  GWENT  41  pairs  bred  at  Garnclochdy,  fledging  1 15  young  from  34  nests,  and 
22  pairs  bred  on  Mynydd-y-garn  Fawr/Blorenge,  fledging  53  young  from  12  nests. 
Sample  counts  of  breeding  pairs  for  this  species  would  be  of  interest. 

STONECHAT  5.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

In  GWENT  8  pairs  bred  in  4  sites;  a  continued  increase  in  breeding  pairs  was  also 
noted  in  MERIONETH.  Another  species  for  which  sample  counts  of  breeding  pairs 
would  be  of  interest. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

A  male  at  Cwm  Clydach  GLAMORGAN  from  Jan.  22nd  to  Feb  13th  possibly 
wintered. 

There  were  4  pairs  at  Trefil  GWENT  during  the  breeding  season.  Breeding 
counts  of  this  species  would  be  welcome. 

FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

A  very  early  autumn  record  of  one  in  the  Elan  Valley  RADNOR  on  July  10th. 
There  was  a  roost  of  c.5000  in  conifers  in  Cwm  Henog  BRECON  on  Oct.  27th  and 
one  of  c.3000  was  found  in  similar  habitat  in  Brecon  Forest  on  Nov.  3rd.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  3  flocks  totalling  c.  8000  were  on  the  coastal  levels  in  GWENT  on  Dec.  24th. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN- ADEN 

Max.  counts  in  BRECON  in  late  October  and  early  November  were  500  at  Garth 
on  Oct.  25th  and  300  in  the  Brecon  Forest  roost  on  Nov.  3rd  (cf  Fieldfare).  There 
were  2000+  on  the  GWENT  coastal  levels  on  Dec.  24th. 

CETTI’S  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti  TELOR  CETTI 

1989:  Breeding  was  proved  at  Ffrwd  Fen  NR  CARMARTHEN. 

1990:  Records  came  from:  GWENT,  a  male  singing  at  Greenmoor  Pool  from  Mar. 
18th  to  June  7th.  GLAMORGAN,  bred  at  Oxwich  marsh  and  present  there  all  the 
year,  with  a  max.  of  8  on  May  19th.  In  addition  one  calling  in  a  reed-bed  at  Square 
Pond,  Neath,  from  Nov.  14th  to  20th.  CARMARTHEN,  bred  at  Ffrwd  Fen  NR  and 
a  juvenile  ringed  there  in  August;  a  male  singing  at  Witchett  Pool  from  May  10th  may 
have  bred.  PEMBROKE,  bred  in  the  Teifi  Marshes.  CARDIGAN,  birds  present  on 
the  Cardigan  side  of  the  Teifi  Marshes  during  March  to  July  and  in  October/ 
November. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

In  Gwent  one  or  two  singing  in  barley  at  Carrow  Hill,  Penhow,  in  April,  an 
unusual  habitat;  one  subsequently  held  territory  in  a  nearby  ditch.  A  total  of  8  singing 
males  in  more  typical  forestry  habitat  in  the  BRECON  part  of  the  Crychan  Forest. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus paludicola  TELOR  Y  DWR 

1989:  Two  at  Kenfig  Pool  GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  20th  were  additional  to  records 
there  already  published.  ^ 


1990:  Single  birds  on  the  GWENT/GLAMORGAN  border  at  Rumney/Peterstone 
on  Aug.  10th,  at  Kenfig  Pool  GLAMORGAN  on  the  10th  and  12th  (apparently 
different  birds)  and  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  also  on  the  10th.  The  latter 
was  the  first  county  record  and  the  close  coincidence  of  dates  in  these  records  is  of 
interest.  Later  one  at  Kenfig  on  Aug.  23rd  and  2  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  from  7th  to 
9th  Sept. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

In  the  breeding  season  well  represented  on  the  coastal  levels  of  GWENT,  counts 
including  18  males  in  the  Peterstone/Wentlooge-Marshfield-Coedkernew  area;  2  of 
these  were  in  oil-seed  rape.  In  CARMARTHEN  the  species  is  expanding  away  from 
the  coastal  belt  up  the  Tywi  valley,  where  birds  were  found  at  Dryslwyn  and  Pont 
Cilsan.  In  BRECON  80-90  singing  males  were  counted  in  May  at  Llangorse  Lake. 
Breeding  was  also  reported  at  Penmaenpool  and  Ynysmaengwvn  MERIONETH. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina  TELOR  A  UR 

Singles  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  June  13th  and  Aug.  29th  and  30th  and 
trapped  at  Taliesin  CARDIGAN  on  Sept.  1st,  the  first  county  record. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  Sylvia  cantillans  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

In  PEMBROKE  single  males  on  Skomer  on  May  3rd  and  on  26th  and  a  female 
on  Skokholm  on  the  11th. 

BARRED  WARBLER  5.  nisoria  TELOR  RHESOG 

Singles  at  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  8th  and  26th. 

BLACKCAP  5.  atricapilla  TEL  OR  PEND  DU 

In  GWENT  during  January  and  February  recorded  in  5  localities,  including  3 
birds  in  one  garden  in  Usk;  8  records  involving  c.  12  birds  in  December.  Wintering 
records  would  be  of  interest. 

GREENISH  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochiloides  TELOR  GWYRDD 

One  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  June  19th. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Ph.  inornatus  TELOR  AELFELYN 

1989:  Two  on  Caldey  Island  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  14th. 

1990:  In  PEMBROKE  singles  at  St.  David’s  Head  on  Sept.  25th  and  Skokholm  on 
Oct.  9th.  One  along  the  Glamorgan  Canal  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  5th. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIEF-SAFF 

In  GWENT  a  single  wintering  bird  in  February  and  5  December  records.  Winter 
records  of  this  species  would  be  of  interest. 

FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

New  breeding  season  sites  continue  to  be  found  in  GWENT,  with  singing  males 
in  4  sites  in  the  Wye  valley  in  April  and  May  and  one  or  two  in  a  mixed  plantation  near 
Cwmyoy.  At  least  12  singing  males  found  in  Wentwood  and  successful  breeding  was 
noted  in  3  areas  there.  In  BRECON  a  singing  male  in  Mvnvdd  Ddu  Forest  during  the 
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breeding  season  and  a  singing  male  was  also  present  in  the  Elan  Valley  RADNOR  in 
April. 

About  57  birds  were  otherwise  recorded  in  GWENT  (4),  GLAMORGAN  (12), 
PEMBROKE  (37),  CARDIGAN  (5),  BRECON  (1),  MONTGOMERY  (2)  and 
MERIONETH  (1).  None  was  seen  in  January.  In  February  a  male  at  Oxwich  Marsh 
GLAMORGAN  and  a  bird  at  Llangattock  BRECON  may  have  been  wintering. 
Spring  passage  was  otherwise  noted  from  Mar.  2nd  to  June  10th,  involving  15  birds, 
half  in  March.  There  were  41  in  autumn/early  winter,  from  Sept.  9th.  Most  were  seen 
in  PEMBROKE,  with  28  round  the  coast  between  Sept.  22nd  and  Dec.  21st.,  max  15 
(9  ringed)  on  Caldey  Island  from  Oct.  16th  to  21st.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

0  2  7  4  3'  1  O'  0  4  29  12  8 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 
One  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  18th. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  orioius  EURYN 

In  PEMBROKE  males  were  recorded  on  Skomer  on  May  4th,  at  Llanwnda  on 
the  25th.  Skokholm  on  the  27th  and  Marloes  on  the  30th;  there  was  also  a  female  on 
Skomer  on  the  31st.  A  male  at  Ynyshir  CARDIGAN  on  May  23rd  and,  in 
CARMARTHEN,  a  male  singing  at  Pont  Cilsan  on  July  3rd  and  subsquently  during 
the  month. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio  CIGYDD  CEENGOCH 

A  pair  was  found  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  in  GLAMORGAN  (W)  in  early 
June.  Otherwise  a  female/immature  at  the  Teifi  Marshes  CARDIGAN  on  Aug.  28th 
and  an  immature  at  Gronant  FLINT  on  Oct.  12th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor  CIGYDD  MAWR 

In  the  early  months  singles  at  the  Usk  Res.  BRECON/CARMARTHEN  on 
Feb.  14th  and  Clocaenog  Forest  DENBIGH  on  Apr.  1st.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
singles  in  BRECON  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  on  Oct.  20th,  and  Halfway  Forest  on  Dec. 
16th  and.  in  GWENT,  in  Wentwood  from  Nov.  4th  to  end  year. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  L.  senator  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

One  on  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  June  12th. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

A  pair  attempted  to  breed  on  the  Gower  Peninsula  GLAMORGAN  (W)  but  the 
attempt  was  apparently  abandoned.  In  late  August,  however,  the  pair  were 
defending  their  feeding  area  against  pigeons.  (They  bred  successfully  in  1991 ,  the  first 
such  record  for  the  county  since  the  late  19th  century). 

Breeding  success  seemed  poor  in  MERIONETH,  where  a  roost  at  Craig  Aderyn 
held  up  to  30  birds  from  August. 

HOODED  CROW  Corvus  corone  cornix  — 

One  at  Clarach  CARDIGAN  in  January  and  February. 
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RAVEN  C.  corax  CIGFRAN 

In  GWENT  increasingly  recorded  in  the  south  and  east  of  the  county  away  from 
its  traditional  sites.  For  N.  Wales  see  also  Dare,  P.  J.  1986.  Aspects  of  the  breeding 
biology  of  Ravens  in  two  upland  regions  of  North  Wales.  Naturalist  111  (1986) 
129-137.  Breeding  density  estimates  and  post-breeding  flock  counts  of  this  species 
would  be  of  interest. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

There  was  a  roost  of  c.10  000  in  reeds  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  Oct.  21st. 
Major  roosts  of  this  species  would  be  of  interest. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  Pastor  roseus  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

A  juvenile  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  28th. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLF  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

In  the  early  months  the  main  flocks  seen  were ,  in  GWENT,  40  at  Magor  and  60  at 
Llandewi  Skirrid;  in  CARMARTHEN,  23  at  Dryslwyn  on  Jan.  30th;  and  in 
BRECON,  c.  100  in  weedy  roots  near  Llangammarch  Wells. 

Breeding  counts  in  the  latter  county  incuded  12  pairs  on  a  5V2  Km  roadside 
transect  between  Brecon  and  Mynydd  Illtyd  Mountain  Centre  and  10-15  on  the  south 
side  of  Mynydd  Eppynt  between  Llandeilo  Fan  and  Llanfihangel  nant  Bran. 

In  the  autumn  flocks  of  70  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  GWENT  on  Aug.  10th,  a 
max.  of  25  at  Dryslwyn  CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  23rd  and  again  c.100  in  weedy 
roots  at  Llangammarch  Wells  BRECON  in  November  and  December. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

In  Wales  substantial  flocks  occur  in  winter  in  root  fields,  maize  stubbles  and 
stockyards.  The  largest  such  flocks  noted  in  the  early  months  were,  in  GWENT,  250 
at  Llanellen,  200  at  Penallt  and  200  in  maize  stubble  at  Monmouth;  in  BRECON  400 
in  roots  near  the  Usk  Res.  At  the  end  of  the  year  300  at  Tintern,  200  at  Mynvdd-y- 
garn-Fawr  and  150  at  Abercarn  in  GWENT,  300  near  Llangammarch  Wells 
BRECON  and  200  near  Tywyn  MERIONETH.  Substantial  flock  counts  would  be  of 
interest. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

In  the  early  months  flocks  of  20+  at  Uskmouth  on  Jan.  7th,  50  at  Cwm  Ystwvth 
CARDIGAN  in  February,  70-100  in  weedy  roots  near  Llangammarch  Wells 
BRECON  from  January  to  March  and  100  at  Rhayader  RADNOR  in  January.  A 
male  sang  at  Franksbridge  RADNOR  for  2  weeks  in  April .  Virtually  none  was  seen  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

SERIN  Serinus  serinus  LLINOS  FRECH 

A  male  at  Point  of  Ayr  FLINT  on  June  5th. 

GOLDFINCH  Carduelis  carduelis  NICO 

In  January  flocks  of  100  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  and  120  at  Goldcliff  GWENT.  In  the 
autumn  some  sizable  flocks  were  noted  with,  in  GWENT,  350  at  St.  Brides  on  Sept. 
25th,  500  at  Penhow  on  the  28th  and  650  E  along  the  shore  in  2  hours  at  Collister  Pill 
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on  the  2 1st.  In  BRECON  there  were  200  in  the  Wye  valley  near  Glasbury  on  Sept.  8th 
and  300  feeding  on  scabious  at  the  Usk  Res.  on  the  24th.  There  were  also  100  at 
Franksbridge  RADNOR  on  the  18th.  Winter  flock  counts  of  this  species  would  be  of 
interest. 

SISKIN  C.  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

There  were  200  in  the  Claerwen  valley  RADNOR  on  Feb.  2nd.  A  considerable 
influx  was  noted  in  BRECON  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  350  in  larch  at  Tirabad  on 
Dec.  2nd.  170  similarly  at  Cwm  Irfon  on  the  3rd  and  150,  also  in  larch,  near  the  Usk 
Res.  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

LINNET  C.  cannabina  LLINOS 

As  with  other  finches,  records  of  winter  flocks  would  be  of  interest.  In  GWENT 
these  comprised  100  at  Llandegfedd  Res  and  40  at  Llandewi  Skirrid  in  January  and 
150  on  pasture  at  Goytre,  50  at  Talywain  and  80  at  Llanwern  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  there  were  also  150  on  Llandefalle  Hill  BRECON.  More  substantial  flocks  were 
noted  in  the  autumn,  the  largest  being  up  to  200  in  cornfields  at  Undy  GWENT 
during  July  to  September,  400  feeding  on  the  dry  bed  of  Usk  Res.  BRECON/ 
CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  16th  and  c.200  at  Aberdysynni  MERIONETH  on 
Sept.  14th. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

Breeding  season  records  came  from  one  site  in  MERIONETH,  where  there 
were  also  35  at  Cader  Idris  on  Nov.  7th  and  6  at  Fairbourne  on  the  21st.  There  were 
also  1 1  on  Pendine  Burrows  CARMARTHEN  on  Dec.  13th  and.  in  PEMBROKE, 
one  on  Skomer  on  Sept.  21st  and  3  on  Skokholm  on  Nov.  3rd. 

REDPOLL  C.  flammea  LLINOS  BENGOCH 

One  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  flammea  (Mealy  Redpoll)  at  the  Usk 
Res.  BRECON/CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  16th. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

In  the  first  half  of  the  year  there  were  pairs  or  birds  in  3  sites  in  GWENT  and  4  in 
GLAMORGAN,  where  breeding  was  proved  at  Cwm  Cregan.  It  was  also  noted  as  a 
good  breeding  year  in  CARMARTHEN.  Breeding  season  information  for  this 
species  would  be  welcome. 

A  major  influx  occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  starting  in  mid  June. 
Records  are  summarised  by  county: 

GWENT :  influx  first  noted  on  June  10th  and  flocks  of  40  at  Tintern,  30  at  Wentwood 
and  41  at  Chepstow  Park  Wood  in  the  second  half  of  July.  Thereafter  flocks  of  up  to 
30  frequently  seen  in  most  forested  areas,  with  the  largest  concentrations  at 
Wentwood,  up  to  150+  in  mid  November,  and  Trelleck  with  71  on  Dec.  20th. 
GLAMORGAN  (S  &  Mid):  influx  first  noted  in  mid  July  and  small  parties  and  flocks 
of  up  to  20  widespread  by  August,  when  there  were  also  up  to  70  near  Caerphilly. 
Comparatively  few  noted  in  September  and  a  second  widespread  wave  noted  in  late 
October  and  November.  The  largest  flock  was  80  at  Llwyn  On  on  Dec.  14th. 
GLAMORGAN  (W):  influx  first  noted  on  July  22nd  with  c.30  at  Mynydd  Rhiw 
Cregan.  Thereafter  c.30  seen  at  Afan  Argoed  on  Aug.  26th  and  90  there  on  Nov. 
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23rd.  In  Crynant  Forest  16  on  Sept.  15th.  80+  in  November  and  32  on  Dec.  16th  and. 
at  Abercregan,  25  on  Sept.  16th  and  Oct.  14th. 

CARMARTHEN:  c.70  at  Pont  ar  Llechan  on  July  30th  and  c.50  in  the  Crychan 
Forest  on  Sept.  30th.  PEMBROKE:  influx  first  noted  on  June  13th  and  from  then 
until  Dec.  1st  a  total  of  22  at  coastal  sites.  Up  to  56  noted  in  Pantmaenog  Forest  in 
November.  CARDIGAN:  Influx  noted  from  mid  June.  Very  widely  noted  in  conifer 
plantations,  especially  in  the  north.  Mostly  in  parties  of  up  to  20  but  50+  at  Devil’s 
Bridge  in  the  autumn. 

BRECON:  influx  noted  from  late  June  and  widespread  in  forests  until  the  end  of 
year.  Max.  counts  of  80  in  the  Brecon  part  of  the  Crychan  in  September  increasing  to 
170  near  Tirabad  on  Dec.  2nd,  up  to  50  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  in  October  and  c.  100  at 
Ponsticill  in  December.  RADNOR:  first  arrived  in  the  Elan  Valley  on  June  30th,  up 
to  200  there  on  July  29th  and  c.600  from  October  on.  Also  100-200  in  Radnor  Forest 
at  Abbey  Cwmhir.  MONTGOMERY:  180  at  Vyrnwy  NR  in  September. 
MERIONETH:  influx  first  noted  from  mid  June,  with  flocks  of  up  to  15  noted.  After 
July  few  were  reported  until  further  influx  in  November,  with  widespread  flocks  of  up 
to  40  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

DENBIGH:  numbers  started  to  build  up  in  Clocaenog  Forest  in  October/November 
and  T00s’  by  the  end  of  the  year.  FLINT :  a  max.  of  40  on  the  Gwysaney  estate ,  Mold. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  GYLFINBRAFF 

Recorded  widely  in  the  Wye  Valley  in  GWENT  during  February  to  April  and 
records  from  at  least  5  other  sites  in  the  county  in  the  same  period.  Few  recorded 
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elsewhere  but  a  family  party  at  Llanon  CARDIGAN  in  mid  August  and  a  bird  at 
Cwm  Ystwyth  on  June  16th.  The  species  is  more  widespread  in  the  breeding  season  in 
Wales  than  this  and  breeding  season  records  would  be  welcome.  One  at  Llanwrtyd 
Wells  BRECON,  where  the  species  has  not  been  found  breeding,  on  Oct.  18th. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponica  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  total  of  c.50  recorded,  in  GWENT  (4),  GLAMORGAN  (1),  PEMBROKE 
(c.  13),  MERIONETH  (2)  and  FLINT  (c.30).  Apart  from  one  at  Gronant  FLINT  on 
Feb.  17th,  all  records  fell  between  Sept.  30th  and  the  end  of  the  year  and  were  for  the 
coast.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

2  36  14  5 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BRAS  YR  E1RA 

One  at  Fairbourne  MERIONETH  on  Nov.  22nd  was  apparently  the  only 
record. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

One  on  Skomer  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  5th. 

YELLOW-BREASTED  BUNTING  E.  aureola  BRAS  BRON  FELEN 

1988:  The  record  for  Skomer  reported  in  the  1989  Report  (p.34)  should  be  deleted,  as 
it  is  not  now  accepted. 

BLACK-HEADED  BUNTING  E.  melanocephala  BRAS  PENDD  U 

A  male  at  Marloes  PEMBROKE  from  May  28th  to  30th. 

CORN  BUNTING  Miliaria  calandra  BRAS  YR  YD 

In  GWENT  one  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  July  1st  and  2,  including  a  singing 
male,  at  Llandevand  on  the  29th  were  the  first  recorded  since  1985.  In  MERIONETH 
one  at  Aberdysynni  on  Apr.  29th.  In  FLINT  there  were  25  at  Shotwick  Lake  and 
Fields  on  Apr.  9th  and  3  singing  males  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  there, 
when  birds  were  also  found  at  Shotton,  Deeside  Pools  and  Inner  Marsh  Farm. 
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A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  RINGING  IN  WALES  DURING  1990 


PETER  HOW  LETT  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathay  s  Park,  Cardiff  CF1  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  report  follows  a  similar  form  to  that  established  in  the  previous  2  reports. 
The  principal  aim  is  still  to  provide  an  indication  of  the  scale,  purpose  and  value  of  the 
ringing  projects  being  undertaken  in  Wales.  Hopefully,  it  will  interest  all  readers  of 
the  Welsh  Bird  Report,  not  just  those  ringers  whose  information  made  the  compil¬ 
ation  possible. 

It  is  possible  to  use  the  ringing  totals  to  indicate  changes  in  abundance  of  the 
commoner  species  occuring  in  Wales,  although,  because  the  totals  are  not  absolute, 
they  can  only  give  an  approximate  guide.  The  totals  given  for  any  species  reflect  its 
abundance,  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  captured  and  any  special  projects  being 
carried  out  on  it.  The  most  reliable  way  to  monitor  populations  by  ringing  is  using  a 
constant  effort  site  (CES),  where  amounts  of  trapping  and  time  are  kept  constant, 
over  10  day  periods,  each  month  from  April  to  September.  For  most  ringers, 
however,  the  amount  of  general  effort  is  similar  from  year  to  year,  so  that  ease  of 
capture  is  approximately  constant,  and  as  special  projects  are  specifically  covered  in 
replies  to  the  questionnaire  (see  below)  it  is  often  possible  to  see  whether  any 
particular  species  total  changes  because  of  a  change  in  abundance.  Such  assessment 
will  become  easier  in  future  as  the  number  of  ringers  and  the  information  they  submit 
becomes  approximately  constant. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

As  with  previous  reports  the  information  is  based  on  returns  supplied  voluntarily 
by  ringers  who  were  known  to  operate  in  Wales  in  1990.  The  BTO  supplied  a 
computerised  list  of  ringers  resident  in  Wales,  who  were  contacted  by  letter  during 
June  to  August  1991.  They  were  asked  to  supply  a  systematic  list  of  birds  ringed, 
either  as  adults  or  chicks,  in  1990  and  to  complete  a  questionnaire  asking  for  details  of 
ringing  projects  undertaken,  including  aims,  locations  and  approximate  effort  in  days 
spent  on  them.  This  information  was  sought  because  changes  from  year  to  year  in 
either  effort  or  habitat  would  strongly  influence  annual  totals  for  many  species. 
Ringers  were  also  asked  to  supply  information  on  any  designated  conservation  status 
of  the  sites  used  for  ringing  and  supply  any  recoveries  they  believed  to  be  of  interest. 

Out  of  80  ringers,  of  all  permit  grades,  contacted,  49  replied,  6  with  nil  returns; 
replies  were  also  received  from  7  ringing  groups.  This  is  a  30%  increase  on  1989,  when 
33  ringers  and  6  groups  sent  in  totals. 

It  is  not  known  how  much  ringing  was  carried  out  by  non-respondents  or  ringers 
visiting  Wales.  This  does  not  prevent  the  ringing  totals  from  being  used  as  a  guide  to 
range  and  status  of  some  common  species,  providing  that  most  of  the  very  active 
ringers  send  in  totals  annually  to  provide  continuity  in  the  records.  It  is  hoped  that 
over  the  next  few  years  the  proportion  of  ringers  responding  can  be  increased.  This 
can  only  come  about  with  increased  awareness  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society 
and  acceptance  of  its  role  as  the  ‘shop  window’  for  ornithological  activity  in  Wales. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  gives  the  ringing  totals  for  1990  compared  with  1989.  The  1990  full-grown 
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TABLE  1:  SYSTEMATIC  LIST  OF  BIRDS  RINGED  IN  WALES  DURING  1989  AND  1990 


1989  1990 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Little  Grebe 

9 

- 

- 

- 

Fulmar 

6 

2 

1 

- 

Manx  Shearwater 

834 

5316 

481 

131 

Storm  Petrel 

48 

- 

191 

- 

Leach’s  Petrel 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Cormorant 

- 

621 

- 

434 

Shag 

10 

319 

2 

213 

Grey  Heron 

- 

41 

- 

30 

Bittern 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Mute  Swan 

12 

- 

33 

16 

Canada  Goose 

48 

19 

34 

- 

Shelduck 

7 

- 

24 

- 

Mallard 

2 

1 

7 

- 

Teal 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Goosander 

- 

- 

2 

8 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Red  Kite 

- 

44 

- 

65 

Hen  Harrier 

1 

4 

- 

11 

Sparrowhawk 

24 

38 

9 

13 

Goshawk 

- 

- 

- 

24 

Buzzard 

3 

61 

2 

37 

Kestrel 

2 

76 

- 

55 

Merlin 

- 

12 

2 

81 

Hobby 

- 

4 

- 

6 

Peregrine 

1 

53 

- 

60 

Water  Rail 

22 

- 

18 

- 

Moorhen 

9 

4 

15 

- 

Oystercatcher 

567 

11 

578 

17 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

- 

4 

11 

47 

Ringed  Plover 

12 

12 

41 

13 

Grey  Plover 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Golden  Plover 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Lapwing 

1 

13 

2 

59 

Knot 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Sanderling 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Little  Stint 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Dunlin 

132 

- 

1324 

- 

Jack  Snipe 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Snipe 

21 

- 

3 

- 

Woodcock 

12 

3 

9 

2 

Whimbrel 

4 

- 

1 

- 

Curlew 

4 

3 

1 

- 

Redshank 

195 

6 

110 

- 

Greenshank 

1 

- 

3 

- 

Common  Sandpiper 

21 

3 

15 

11 

Turnstone 

73 

- 

35 

- 

Grey  Phalarope 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Black-headed  Gull 

12 

130 

- 

138 

Lesser  blk-Backed  Gull 

19 

216 

199 

433 

1989  1990 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Herring  Gull 

7 

453 

5 

420 

Great  Blk-Backed  Gull 

- 

78 

- 

38 

Kittiwake 

22 

169 

17 

130 

Common  Tern 

- 

582 

- 

75 

Little  Tern 

- 

68 

- 

- 

Guillemot 

5 

373 

9 

307 

Razorbill 

15 

259 

54 

107 

Puffin 

287 

36 

68 

96 

Stock  Dove 

2 

2 

- 

11 

Woodpigeon 

8 

2 

5 

- 

Collared  Dove 

- 

9 

5 

6 

Cuckoo 

1 

- 

3 

3 

Barn  Owl 

3 

90 

7 

76 

Little  Owl 

13 

11 

9 

6 

Tawny  Owl 

9 

20 

5 

11 

Short-eared  Owl 

2 

11 

- 

11 

Long-eared  Owl 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Nightjar 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Swift 

- 

- 

17 

1 

Kingfisher 

51 

- 

68 

- 

Wryneck 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Green  Woodpecker 

8 

- 

5 

- 

Great  Sp.  Woodpecker 

10 

- 

11 

2 

Skylark 

23 

2 

13 

- 

Sand  Martin 

1197 

- 

950 

- 

Swallow 

2707 

464 

2146 

532 

House  Martin 

51 

- 

148 

4 

Rock  Pipit 

19 

- 

20 

- 

Tree  Pipit 

11 

3 

7 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

93 

82 

65 

18 

Yellow  Wagtail 

29 

- 

36 

6 

Grey  Wagtail 

88 

334 

40 

211 

Pied  Wagtail 

164 

89 

230 

52 

Dipper 

157 

651 

L13 

411 

Wren 

848 

16 

675 

11 

Dunnock 

464 

47 

342 

4 

Robin 

791 

47 

799 

22 

Nightingale 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Black  Redstart 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Redstart 

129 

165 

54 

320 

Whinchat 

11 

245 

3 

247 

Stonechat 

32 

135 

22 

36 

Wheatear 

50 

351 

26 

123 

Ring  Ouzel 

1 

14 

5 

6 

Blackbird 

538 

15 

707 

23 

Fieldfare 

6 

- 

8 

- 

Song  Thrush 

230 

19 

278 

11 

Redwing 

284 

- 

152 

- 

Mistle  Thrush 

7 

9 

2 

- 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

4 

- 

3 

- 

47 


1989  1990 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Lanceolated  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

87 

- 

72 

- 

Aquatic  Warbler 

4 

- 

3 

- 

Sedge  Warbler 

1158 

- 

910 

- 

Reed  Warbler 

1008 

5 

851 

- 

Icterine  Warbler 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Melodious  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

74 

13 

80 

- 

Common  Whitethroat 

288 

19 

282 

- 

Garden  Warbler 

150 

8 

131 

- 

Blackcap 

355 

5 

474 

- 

Radde’s  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Yellow-browed  Warbler 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

7 

80 

16 

20 

Chiffchaff 

1257 

17 

820 

10 

Willow  Warbler 

2437 

39 

1989 

49 

Goldcrest 

2890 

- 

1428 

- 

Firecrest 

11 

- 

28 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

73 

49 

87 

40 

Pied  Flycatcher 

512 

5201 

755 

6116 

Long-tailed  Tit 

419 

- 

319 

- 

Marsh  Tit 

48 

48 

29 

23 

Willow  Tit 

69 

- 

55 

- 

Coal  Tit 

304 

81 

171 

135 

Blue  Tit 

3145 

1315 

2345 

1117 

Great  Tit 

842 

514 

725 

870 

1989  1990 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Nuthatch 

37 

135 

38 

66 

Treecreeper 

110 

- 

78 

11 

Jay 

12 

- 

19 

- 

Magpie 

25 

53 

17 

Ill 

Chough 

2 

8 

7 

26 

Jackdaw 

11 

39 

10 

28 

Carrion  Crow 

2 

21 

- 

23 

Rook 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Raven 

- 

135 

- 

176 

Starling 

2958 

8 

1441 

5 

House  Sparrow 

57 

4 

44 

- 

Tree  Sparrow 

47 

13 

4 

9 

Chaffinch 

1768 

4 

1155 

29 

Brambling 

59 

- 

67 

- 

Greenfinch 

908 

5 

636 

- 

Goldfinch 

72 

4 

83 

- 

Siskin 

156 

- 

252 

- 

Linnet 

149 

5 

114 

17 

Redpoll 

108 

- 

99 

- 

Common  Rosefinch 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Bullfinch 

228 

- 

194 

- 

Lapland  Bunting 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Yellowhammer 

77 

7 

59 

3 

Reed  Bunting 

414 

8 

408 

- 

TOTAL 

32863  19691  26595 

14126 

total  (26,595)  shows  a  19%  drop  on  the  1989  total  (32.863).  whilst  the  1990  total  of 
chicks  (14,126)  shows  a  28%  drop.  This  was  despite  the  30%  increase  in  ringers’  totals 
submitted.  Altogether  138  species  were  handled  in  1990,  the  same  as  in  1989.  For 
many  summer  migrants  the  totals  were  largely  made  up  from  only  a  few  sites,  eg 
Bardsey,  Llangorse  Lake,  Kenfig.  Aberthaw  Leys  (M.  Lobb),  Llangennech  (S. 
Ormerod)  and  Ffrwd  Fen  (B.  Stewart).  Annual  effort  at  these  sites  varies  little  and 
their  totals,  and  therefore  the  Welsh  totals,  for  these  birds  reflect  poor  spring  and 
autumn  migrations. 

The  decrease  in  the  full-grown  total  was  mainly  due  to  changes  in  9  species.  Of 
these,  5  (Sedge  Warbler,  Reed  Warbler.  Chiffchaff.  Willow  Warbler  and  Goldcrest) 
were  caught  in  much  lower  numbers  during  the  spring  and  autumn  migrations  than  in 
1989.  Fewer  Swallows,  Starlings  and  Chaffinches  were  caught  at  roosts,  although  this 
may  have  reflected  reduced  effort,  and  less  effort  was  invested  in  catching  Blue  Tits. 
The  decrease  in  the  chick  total  was  almost  solely  due  to  the  Manx  Shearwater  census 
on  Skomer  in  1989,  when  4318  chicks  were  ringed,  not  being  repeated.  With  this 
number  taken  out  of  the  1989  total,  the  decrease  of  chicks  ringed  in  1990  was  8%. 
Species  showing  a  real  decrease  rather  than  less  ringing  effort  included  Cormorant. 
Common  Tern  and  Dipper.  The  Common  (and  Little)  Terns  on  Point  of  Ayr.  Flint, 
failed  completely,  whilst  Dipper  showed  a  marked  decrease  for  the  second  year 
running. 

With  most  resident  or  non-migratory  birds  it  is  more  difficult  to  make  assess- 
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merits  but  it  is  worth  drawing  attention  to  the  following  species  whose  totals  have 
been  affected  bv  changes  in  effort,  mainly  because  of  projects  either  beginning  or 
ending:  Storm  Petrel,  Merlin.  Little  Ringed  Plover.  Lapwing.  Dunlin.  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull.  Puffin.  Swift.  Redstart  and  Wheatear. 

RINGING  PROJECTS 

Data  were  collected  on  125  ringing  projects  during  1990.  covering  virtually  all 
habitat  types  in  Wales  (Table  2). 


TABLE  2.  SUMMARY  OF  RINGING  PROJECTS  DURING  1990  COMPARED  TO  1989 


Projects 

Projects 

1989 

1990 

1989 

1990 

Full  grown  birds 

61 

59 

Chick  ringing 

47 

66 

Winter  feeders 

19 

7 

Woodland  nest  boxes 

19 

43 

Migrants  in  carr/reed 

10 

6 

Seabirds 

6 

6 

wood/scrub 

13 

7 

Waders,  raptors,  owls 

5 

4 

farms/gardens 

4 

10 

River  birds 

5 

4 

coasts 

4 

5 

Uplands/moorlands 

8 

5 

estuaries 

5 

5 

Others  (eg  Swallows) 

4 

4 

Roosts  (Starlings,  Swallows) 

5 

8 

Constant  Effort  Sites 

7 

8 

Others  (eg  Storm  Petrel) 

0 

3 

Seabird  projects  were 

unchanged  from  1989,  except  no  census 

was 

done  on 

Manx  Shearwater  in  1990. 

The  long-term  monitoring  of  seabirds  on 

Skomer  con- 

tinued.  species  monitored  annually  including  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Guillemot, 
Razorbill.  Puffin  and  Kittiwake.  Already  some  interesting  sightings  have  come  from 
the  colour-ringing  of  Guillemots,  with  immatures  noted  at  many  different  colonies, 
including  ones  in  the  North  Sea.  The  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  had  another 
disastrous  year,  with  virtually  no  chicks  fledging  from  13,000  pairs.  Projects  also 
continued  on  Puffin  Island  and  St.  Margaret’s  Island,  where  a  marked  drop  in  the 
breeding  success  of  Cormorants  caused  the  drop  in  the  1990  ringing  total.  Tape  luring 
of  Storm  Petrels  was  carried  out  at  3  points  around  the  Welsh  coast  during  the 
summer.  Chances  of  controls  are  high  with  this  species  because  of  the  number  caught 
on  the  Scottish  islands.  It  will  also  be  interesting  to  see  if  there  is  any  more  inter¬ 
change  between  the  Welsh  sites  after  the  trapping  of  a  Storm  Petrel  ringed  on  Skomer 
on  Flat  Holm. 

Wader,  raptor,  and  owl  projects  were  similar  to  last  year  although  much  more 
effort  was  put  into  Merlin  and  Hen  Harrier.  Impressive  totals  of  81  and  11 
respectively  were  achieved,  and  such  increased  attention  should  improve  our 
knowledge  of  these,  now  rare.  Welsh  birds.  It  was  also  pleasing  to  note  the  continued 
success  of  the  Red  Kite  population,  with  more  young  being  raised  than  last  year. 
Information  from  the  long  term  study  there  has  shown  that  Anglesey  probably  has  the 
greatest  concentration  of  Barn  Owls  in  Great  Britain.  With  a  recovery  rate  for  ringed 
birds  of  about  20%.  the  average  distance  moved  is  about  14  Km.  Cannon-netting 
projects  resulted  in  over  2000  waders  being  ringed  at  three  estuaries,  the  Lavan  Sands 
in  North  Wales,  the  Llwchwr  at  Whitford  and  the  Cleddau  and  Angle  bay,  both  in  SW 
Wales.  A  new  project  studying  the  populations  of  Little  Ringed  Plover  on  the  Tvwi 
was  also  started  in  1990. 
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Upland  rivers  and  moorlands  were  again  the  subject  of  study,  with  S.  Smith 
ringing  another  173  Whinchat  chicks.  Using  a  single  colour  ring  as  a  year  mark  he  is 
hoping  to  gain  information  on  their  dispersal  and  arrival  routes  to  and  from  their 
breeding  grounds.  Unfortunately.  S.  Ormerod  and  Stephanie  Tyler,  in  their 
continuing  study  of  Dippers  and  Grey  Wagtails,  found  that  for  the  second  year 
running.  Dippers  experienced  poor  breeding  success;  Grey  Wagtails  were  also 
markedly  down  on  1989. 

Oak  woodlands  again  came  in  for  extensive  study  with  no  less  than  43  nest  box 
schemes.  This  provided  an  invaluable  amount  of  information  on  the  importance  of 
these  woodlands  as  breeding  areas  for  Pied  Flycatcher,  Redstart  and  tits,  and  the 
mist-netting  of  breeding  adults  of  other  species  at  the  same  time  helps  give  an  overall 
picture  of  the  avifauna  present.  This  can  then  be  used  by  the  NCC  and  RSPB  in  their 
attempts  to  protect  the  scarce  areas  of  old  oak  woodland  left  in  Wales. 

Several  of  the  large  reed  bed/scrub  areas  in  Wales  were  again  well  covered. 
These  areas  not  only  provide  nesting  habitat  for  many  species  but  are  of  great 
importance  to  migrating  birds  as  stop-over  sites  and  for  some,  notably  Swallow,  Sand 
Martin  and  Yellow  Wagtail,  as  roosts.  The  recapture  of  Reed  Warblers  and  Swallows 
moving  between  the  various  sites  in  South  Wales  and  the  rest  of  southern  Britain 
shows  how  important  a  chain  of  reedswamps  are  rather  than  one  or  two  isolated 
areas.  But  they  need  careful  management  to  prevent  succession  to  Alder  and  Birch 
woodland. 

Winter  roosts  provide  a  good  opportunity  to  catch  some  species  in  numbers  that 
would  otherwise  be  impossible,  which  gives  a  much  better  chance  of  recoveries. 
Examples  are  Pied  Wagtails  at  the  Trostre  Works  in  Dyfed,  Starlings  at  Aberystwyth 
and  Greenfinches  at  Stackpole,  also  in  Dyfed.  Recoveries  of  winter  ringed  Starlings 
shows  that  many  of  the  birds  in  Wales  breed  in  NE  Europe,  possibly  coming  from  as 
far  east  as  central  Russia.  Hopefully  recoveries  over  the  next  few  years  will  shed  some 
light  on  the  origins  of  the  other  species. 

Eight  sites  in  Wales  took  part  in  the  BTO’s  Constant  Effort  Scheme  supplying 
more  precise  information  on  population  changes,  which  is  used  by  the  BTO  to 
monitor  populations  nationwide. 

At  least  23  sites  where  ringing  took  place  in  1990  have  some  formal  conservation 
status  (Table  3).  Information  provided  by  ringing  there  can  be  used  in  the  defence  of 
similar  areas  with  no  protection.  Thus  recently,  information  gathered  at  Kenfig  NR 
on  breeding  Willow  Warblers  was  used  in  defence  of  a  site  in  Mid  Glamorgan 
threatened  with  development. 

TABLE  3.  SITES  WITH  FORMAL  CONSERVATION  STATUS  AT  WHICH  RINGING 


Coed  y  Bedw  SSSI 
Bardsey  Island  NNR/SSSI/SPA 
St.  Margaret’s  Island  SSSI 
Kenfig  NNR 
Llangorse  Lake  SSSI 
Ynys  Eidiol  Common  SSSI 
Coed  Cwm  Clettwr  SSSI 
Ffrwd  Fen  LNR/SSSI 


TOOK  PLACE  IN  1990 

Dyfi  Estuary  NNR 


Puffin  Island  SSSI 
Borth  Bog  SSSI 
Arthog  SSSI 
Traeth  Lavan  LNR/SSSI 
Abergwynant  SSSI 
Lodge  Park  Wood  NNR 
Skomer  Island  NNR/MNR 


Coed  Simdde  Lwyd  SSSI 
Coed  Rheidol  NNR/SSSI 
Capel  Coch  NNR 


Burry  Inlet/Upper  Llwchwr  SSSI 


Whitford  Burrows  SSSI 
Llandegfedd  Res.  SSSI 
Crymlyn  Bog  SSSI 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

The  recovery  of  control  or  ringed  birds  is  the  other  important  aspect  of  ringing, 
showing  particularly  the  international  aspect  of  migratory  species.  It  also  gives 
information  on  their  routes  and.  perhaps  more  importantly,  on  staging  posts  on  those 
routes,  which  may  be  threatened  by  development  and  require  protection.  Ringing 
can  also  be  a  useful  tool  in  showing  a  site’s  worth,  both  by  showing  the  turnover  of 
migrating  birds  and  its  importance  for  breeding  birds  through  year  to  year  retraps  of 
them.  Many  species  have  been  shown  to  be  very  site-faithful,  returning  to  virtually 
the  same  spot  annually.  Only  by  maintaining  the  present  effort  or  increasing  it  to 
cover  more  sites  can  this  vital  monitoring  be  carried  out  and  provide  us  with  inform¬ 
ation  to  help  protect  our  environment. 

The  selected  recoveries  and  controls  listed  below  were  received  during  1990.  The 
more  unusual  are  given  in  full.  Where  there  are  many  recoveries  for  a  particular 
species  a  brief  summary  is  given.  Recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing 
details  on  the  first  line  and  recovery  details  on  the  second.  The  symbols  and 
conventions  used  are  defined  below;  age  is  given  according  to  the  Euring  code;  the 
figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  of  species  are  given  in  the  main 
Systematic  List. 


Age  when  ringed: 

1  pullus(  =  nestling  or  chick) 

2  Fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing 
but  exact  year  unknown. 

5  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6  hatched  before  previous  calendar  year 
but  exact  year  unknown 

7  definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of 
ringing 

8  hatched  3  or  more  calendar  years  before 
ringing 

9  hatched  more  than  4  calendar  years 
before  ringing 


Manner  of  recovery 

v  caught  or  trapped,  released  with  ring 

vv  ring  number  read  in  field,  or  sight  record 

of  identifiable  colour  rings 
vB  breeding  where  recaptured 

-I-  shot  or  killed  by  man 

x  found  dead 

xF  Found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
xL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

( )  caught  or  trapped  alive  and  not  released 
or  released  without  ring. 

/?/  manner  of  recovery  not  known 

Sex: 

M=  male:  F= female. 


Storm  Petrel 

2116332  4  11.08.71  Skomer  Island.  Dvfed 

v  15.07.90  Flat  Holm.  Glamorgan.  157Km  ESE.  6913  days 
The  first  Storm  Petrel  caught  on  Flat  Holm  and.  at  19  years,  only  a  year  short  of  the  oldest 
ringed  in  Britain. 

Cormorant 

5159125  1  18.06.89  Penderi.  Dvfed 

x  01.09.89  Le  Tour  du  Parc,  near  II  Du  Rhvs.  Morbihan.  FRANCE. 

47°  32'N  2°  45' W.  542Km  S  75  davs. 

5159142  1  16.06.90  Penderi.  Dvfed 

x  14.09.90  Etel  River,  nr  Etel.  Morbihan,  FRANCE. 

47°  42'N  3°  10'W.  519Km  S  90  days. 

There  were  1 5  recoveries  during  1990  showing  the  usual  dispersal  into  the  Irish  Sea  and  south  to 
the  Bay  of  Biscay.  The  above  two  movements  were  quite  rapid. 

Bittern 

2G437  1  23.04.57  Kalmthout.  Antwerp.  BELGIUM 
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Brussels  xL  02.10.57  Kenfig  Pool.  Mid  Glamorgan.  567Km  W-NW  162  days 
A  recovery  found  in  old  records,  one  of  only  a  handful  of  European  ringed  Bitterns  found  in 
Britain.  Possibly  a  hard  weather  movement  in  spring  or  an  early  autumn  bird. 

Bewick's  Swan 


Slimbridge.  Gloucestershire.  13.12.86-14.03.87 
Seen  unringed  with  ringed  family  Welnev.  Norfolk.  12. 12.86 
Slimbridge.  to  25.01 .88.  then  Avon  Meadow.  Gloucs  24.02-02.03.88 
Oudenhoorn  Polder.  NETHERLANDS 
Slimbridge.  to  20.02.89.  Recaught  07.12.88  (reringed  YNC) 

Suckau.  Kr.  Hagenow.  GERMANY 

Slimbridge.  to  26.02.90.  Also  seen  Walmore  Common.  Gloucs. 
05.01.90 

Kenfig  Pool.  Mid  Glamorgan,  to  02. 1 1 .90 
Martin  Mere.  Lancashire,  to  at  least  19.11 .90 
This  shows  the  advantage  of  Darvic  colour  rings  which  can  be  read  inthe  field,  the  movements 
of  this  bird  being  followed  around  Europe,  showing  how  mobile  these  swans  are  during  the 
winter  months.  The  additional  numbers  are  for  Darvic  rings. 

Goosander 

HT37786  IF  20.07.90  Abermad.  Dvfed 

x  20.02.91  River  Ceiriog.  nr  Bronvgarth.  Clwvd.  91Km  NE  215  days. 
Amazingly  there  were  only  8  Goosander  chicks  ringed  in  Wales  in  1990. 

Buzzard 


Z58423 

5F 

07.01.87 

■>  i 

vv 

10.12.87 

YIC 

vv 

04.03.88 

•t  •> 

vv 

08.11.88 

YNC 

vv 

25.02.89 

^  •> 

vv 

15.11.89 

vv 

18.10.90 

vv 

07.11.90 

HW28458  1  22.06.71  Near  Pontrhvdfendigaid.  Dvfed. 

xL  05.09.90  Llanfihaneel-v-Pennant.  nr  Tvwvn.  Gwvnedd. 

43Km  NW  7015  davs. 

HW73598  1  27.06.78  Rhandirmwvn.  Dvfed 

xL  07.04.90  Gwch  Goch.  Aberystwyth.  Dvfed.  33Km  N-NW  4302  days. 
Two  very  old  birds,  the  first  the  second  oldest  Buzzard  ringed  in  Britain. 

Kestrel 


ER11903  1(5/5)  14.06.89  nr  Abergavenny.  Gwent 

x  05.1 1 .89  Gvllyngoase.  Cornwall.  235Km  SW  144  days.  Dead  on  beach. 
Perhaps  this  bird  wandered  too  far  out  to  sea  and  was  unable  to  make  it  back  to  land. 
Oystercatcher 


SS60563  4  17.08.66 

v  01.01.90 
FA37167  8  03.03.90 

x  05.05.90 
FS66286  4  15.12.74 

v  02.03.80 
xF  13.05.90 


Whitford.  West  Glamorgan 

Llanelli  North  Dock.  Dvfed.  7Km  NE  8538  days. 

Llanelli.  Dvfed. 

Ayr.  Strathclyde.  421  Km  N  63  days.  Killed  bv  fox 
Thurstaston.  Wirral.  Merseyside. 

Point  of  Ayr.  Clwvd. 

Porlakshofn.  Arnes.  ICELAND.  63°  51'N21°22'W 
1567Km  NW  5628  davs. 


SS60563  shows  the  age  that  some  species  can  achieve  whilst  the  others  show  the  northern 
breeding  grounds  of  birds  that  winter  in  Wales. 

Dunlin 

NS16131  6  05.03.84  Sully  Island.  Glamorgan.  51°  24'N  3°  12'W 

xF  18.08.90  Crildumersiel.  Kreis  Freisland.  Weser-ems.  GERMANY. 

53°  39'N  8°  2'E.  799Km  E  2357  days. 

NS73450  6  06.05.85  St.  Brides,  Wentlooge.  Gwent. 

xF  26.05.89  Sidi  Ben  Nour  area.  MOROCCO.  32°  39'N  8°  26'W 
Reported  2144Km  S-SE  1481  days.  Died  in  captivity. 

NS16131  may  have  been  returning  to  winter  in  Wales  or  an  early  spring  migrant.  NS73450 
shows  the  wintering  areas  of  birds  passing  through  Wales.  Note  also  the  age  of  NS  1 6 1 3 1 . 
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Turnstone 

CE 12601  2  10.11.79  Rhos-on-Sea.  Clwyd. 

v  23.08.90  Vickerstown.  Walney  Island.  Cumbria.  94Km  N  3939  days. 

XS31552  6f  04.05.88  Taff  Estuary.  Glamorgan. 

/?/  05.09.89  Kanifing  Estate,  Kanjul,  GAMBIA.  13°  27'N  16°  35'W 
4395Km  S-SW  489  days. 

The  first  British  ringed  Turnstone  to  be  recovered  in  the  Gambia.  Note  the  age  of  CE  12601 . 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

GH57774  1  01.07.88  Flat  Holm.  Glamorgan. 

xF  11.07.90  Las  Neuvas.  Aznalcazar.  Sevilla,  SPAIN. 

37°  18'N  6°  15'W.  1584Km  S  740  days. 

GH82132  1J  24.06.89  Flat  Holm,  Glamorgan 

x  19.11.90  Mohammedia.  MOROCCO.  33°  42'N  7°  24'W  1995KmS  513  days. 
GH82132  recovered  on  the  wintering  ground  of  British  Lesser  Black-backs,  whilst  GH57774 
was  found  during  autumn  migration. 

Common  Tern 

XR87646  1  18.06.89  Shotton.  Clwvd. 

v  16.03.90  Bernard.  SENEGAL.  14°  40'N  17°  30'W 


XS72219  1 


XS89521  IF 


4469Km  S-SW  271  days.  Alive  on  ship. 

28.06.86  Shotton.  Clwvd. 

18.02.90  Strand.  Cape  Province.  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

34°  06' S  18°  49' E.  9931  Km  SE  1331  days. 

21.06.87  Shotton.  Clwyd. 
x  06.07.90  Glas  Eileanan.  Sound  of  Mull.  Strathclvde. 

j 

405Km  NW  1111  days.  Taken  by  animal,  sexed  on  dissection. 
XS72219  was  found  on  the  usual  wintering  ground.  XR87646  on  its  passage  back  north. 
XS89521  breeding  unusually  far  from  its  natal  area. 

Sand  Martin 

F860574  3  23.08.90  Kenfig  Pool.  Mid  Glamorgan. 

v  28.08.90  L’Aiguillon  Sur  Mer  Vendee.  FRANCE.  603Km  S-SE  5  days. 

Note  the  very  rapid  movement. 

Grey  Wagtail 

B 1 1 5585  1(4/4)09.06.82  Nr.  Brvnmawr.  Gwent. 

v  10.06.89  Black  Mts..  Powys.  17KmN-NE  2558  days 
This  is  a  new  longevity  record  for  a  British  ringed  Grey  Wagtail. 

Dipper 

01.05.89  Talgarth.  Powys. 

10.04.90  Bachell  Brook,  Abbeycwmhir.  Powys.  39Km  345  days. 

06.05.90  Pontrilas.  Hereford. 

31 .08.90  Aberedw.  Powys.  38Km  1 18  days. 

06.05.86  Cyngardy  Bran.  Llandovery. 

21 .08.90  Cefnfaes.  near  Rhayader.  Powys.  33Km  1568  days. 

Dipper  movements  of  over  30  Km  are  quite  unusual.  There  were  also  10  recoveries  showing  the 
usual  short  range  dispersion  of  young  birds  and  three  recoveries  of  birds  of  good  age.  one  of  7. 
one  of  6  and  one  of  5  years. 

Reed  Warbler 

26.08.90  Shotton.  Clwyd. 

02.09.90  St-Seurin-D'Uzet.  Charente  Maritime.  FRANCE. 

45°  30'N  0°  50' W.  870Km  S-SE  7  days. 

15.07.89  Llangennech.  Dvfed. 

23.04.90  Vale  Marais.  GUERNSEY.  266Km  SE  282  days. 

Note  the  rapid  movement  of  F913991 .  F542219  was  presumably  returning  to  its  Welsh  breeding 
ground.  There  were  also  11  recoveries  showing  movements  between  various  reed  beds  in 
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southern  Britain,  either  as  birds  moving  south  or  young  birds  wandered  shortly  after  fledging. 
Sedge  Warbler 


E081499  3 
v 

F706351  3J 
v 

F9 13922  3J 
v 


19.08.86  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

09.03.90  Djoudj,  Fleuve,  SENEGAL.  41 13Km  S-SW  1298  days. 
28.07.90  Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

30.07.90  Icklesham,  Sussex,  England.  314Km  E-SE  2  days. 

29 . 07 . 90  Shotton ,  Clwyd . 

14.08.90  Etang  de  Kergalan,  Finistere,  FRANCE. 


47°  30'N  4°  22' W.  596Km  S  16  days. 

E081499  was  controlled  on  the  wintering  grounds  of  British  Sedge  Warblers,  F913922  at  a 
stop-over  on  its  way  south,  whilst  F706351  must  have  covered  over  150  Km  a  day  on  its  way  to 


Sussex. 


Garden  Warbler 

B934710  4F  05.05.84  Arthog,  Gwynedd. 

vB  27.06.90  Arthog,  Gwynedd.  OKm  2244  days. 

This  bird  is  just  a  few  months  short  of  being  the  oldest  Garden  Warbler  ringed  in  Britain. 
Blackcap 

C230420  3  30.07.89  Flawarden,  Clwyd. 

xF  02.05.90  Sidi  Ali  Ben  Yehelf,  Berkane,  MOROCCO. 

34°  56'N  2°  20'W.  2028Km  S-SE  276  days. 

Willow  Warbler 

7N9618  3  28.07.89  Shotton,  Clwyd. 

v  28.04.90  Low  Hauxley,  Northumberland.  254Km  NE  274  days. 

Goldcrest 


5T5302  3M  21.10.90  Low  Hauxley,  Northumberland. 

v  03.11.90  Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  446Km  S-SW  13  days. 

The  Willow  Warbler  and  Goldcrest  above  show  the  NE-SW  route  taken  by  many  northern 
migrants  as  they  move  to  and  from  their  breeding  grounds. 

Pied  Flycatcher 

E754401  4F  17.05.88  Golden  Grove,  Dyfed. 

vB  15.05.90  Strata  Florida,  Dyfed.  50Km  N-NE  728  days. 

F017103  1  05.06.88  Friog,  Gwynedd  ' 

vB  07.06.90  Dodd  Wood,  Thackthwaite,  Cumbria.  218Km  N-NE  732  days. 
F347040  1  04.06.89  Glyn  Arthur,  Clwyd. 

xF  26.07.90  Conisbrough,  South  Yorkshire.  141  Km  E  417  days. 

All  these  birds  were  found  breeding  unusually  far  from  their  natal  sites. 

Blue  Tit 


E507533  3M  13.11.88  Walkley  Wood,  Nailsworth,  Gloucestershire. 

v  14.06.90  Cwmystwyth,  Dyfed.  129Km  NW  578  days. 
Movements  of  Blue  Tits  over  100  Km  are  quite  unusual. 

Starling 


RC87111  5M 
xF 

RC87165  5F 
x 

RE06792  6F 
v 

This  selection 
that  winter  in 
B  rambling 
F4 19395  5M 


01.02.89  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

16.04.90  As,  Nr  Oslo,  NORWAY.  59°  40'N  10°  42'E.  1218Km  NE  439  days. 
21.02.89  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

16.03.90  Esens,  Weser-ems,  GERMANY.  53°  38'N  7°  38'E.  794Km  E  388  days. 
11.01.89  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

18.12.90  De  Schooten,  Den  Helder,  Noord  Holland,  HOLLAND. 

52°  56'N  4°  47'E.  600Km  E  459  days. 

of  recoveries  shows  the  Scandinavian  and  East  European  origin  of  the  Starlings 
Britain. 

07.02.90  Cwmystwyth,  Dyfed. 

08.10.90  Lista  Syr,  Farsund,  Vest-Agder,  NORWAY. 

58°  6'N  6°  34E.  914Km  NE  243  days. 
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Perhaps  forced  south  by  food  shortages  in  the  previous  winter  this  bird  may  then  have  wintered 
in  Scandinavia  the  next. 

Greenfinch 

VC11809  3F  19.12.89  Cwmystwyth,  Dyfed. 
v  18.02.90  as  above 

v  16.04.90  Alvaston,  Derbyshire.  169Km  NE  1 18  days. 

VH 15544  3M  10.12.89  nr  Pwllglas,  Rhuthun,  Clwyd. 

xF  08.07.90  Thorpe  Audlin.  Pontefract,  West  Yorkshire. 

147Km  NE  210  days.  Taken  by  cat. 

Two  recoveries  showing  a  possible  origin  of  wintering  Greenfinches  in  Wales. 

Siskin 

F364450  5M  26.03.90  Marley  Common,  Sussex 

v  01.04.90  Pwllglas,  Rhuthun,  Clwyd.  285Km  NW  6  days. 

This  recovery  shows  how  mobile  Siskins  can  be  during  the  winter  months. 
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CONSERVATION  ISSUES  IN  WALES  1990-1991 


STEPHANIE  J.  TYLER  &  IOLO  WILLIAMS ,  RSPB ,  Bryn  Aderyn, 

The  Bank,  Newtown,  Powys  SY16  2AB 

It  is  difficult  to  find  new  issues  about  which  to  write  as  the  current  threats  to  birds 
in  Wales  are  all  too  familiar.  Loss  and  deterioration  of  habitats,  disturbance  and 
direct  persecution  have  all,  over  the  years,  contributed  to  the  demise  of  many  species. 

The  degradation  of  the  upland  moors  and  loss  of  heather  through  overgrazing  by 
sheep,  overburning  and  afforestation,  has  had  severe  effects  on  several  species.  The 
Red  Grouse,  for  example,  is  now  a  rare  bird  in  Wales  with  less  than  1000  pairs 
throughout  the  Principality.  Happily,  Merlins  appear  to  be  maintaining  their 
population  with  up  to  half  of  60-70  pairs  breeding  in  conifers  but  hunting  over  open 
moorland.  Both  these  species  appeared  on  the  menu  of  the  growing  population  of 
Goshawks  breeding  in  upland  forests  in  Wales,  but  the  most  frequent  prey  of  this 
large  raptor,  assessed  from  bones  and  feathers  collected  from  in  and  around  nests  in 
1991,  were  pigeons  and  corvids.  Egg-collecting  and  poisoning  continue  to  take  their 
toll  of  raptors,  but  despite  persecution  a  record  number  of  76  pairs  of  Red  Kites  bred 
in  1991 .  The  cold  wet  season  though  resulted  in  only  62  young  birds  fledging.  In  1991 
Hen  Harriers  had  their  best  season  for  several  years,  with  36  young  reaching  the  flying 
stage  (from  1 1  pairs),  compared  with  6  pairs  producing  25  young  in  1990. 

There  is  widespread  concern  about  the  effects  on  birds  and  other  wildlife  from 
pollution  of  the  seas  and  overfishing,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  Welsh  seabird 
colonies  are  at  risk  from  these  problems.  However,  Terns  have  had  mixed  fortunes 
during  the  last  two  seasons  as  reported  by  Graham  Williams  in  the  species  accounts. 
The  virtual  failure  of  Wales’  only  colony  of  Little  Terns  at  Gronant  in  Clwyd  in  1990, 
due  to  predation  by  foxes  and  stoats,  was  followed  by  a  slight  improvement  in  1991, 
when  around  30  pairs  produced  about  30  flying  young.  This  small  colony  remains  very 
vulnerable  though.  For  reasons  unknown  Common  Terns  suffered  a  catastrophe  at 
Shotton,  Clwyd  in  1990  but  managed  to  produce  young  in  1991.  An  exciting 
development  in  this  last  year  was  the  nesting  of  three  pairs  of  Common  Terns 
amongst  750  Arctic  Terns  on  the  Skerries,  although  in  1991  for  the  first  time  for  many 
years  Common  Terns  did  not  breed  at  Llyn  Alaw.  Sadly,  very  few  Roseates  bred  on 
Anglesey  in  1991 ,  some  of  the  Welsh  birds  moving  to  Rockabill  in  Ireland. 

The  demise  of  waders  breeding  on  wet  grasslands  continues.  Fewer  than  12 
breeding  pairs  of  Redshank  were  found  at  inland  sites  in  1991.  and  both  Snipe  and 
Lapwing  continue  to  decline  as  breeding  birds  in  Wales.  For  another  wader,  the 
picture  is  more  rosy.  Little  Ringed  Plovers  are  still  extending  and  consolidating  their 
range  in  Wales,  with  about  60  pairs  breeding  in  1991  compared  with  fewer  than  40 
known  pairs  the  previous  years.  Most  are  nesting  on  river  shoals  rather  than  by 
reservoirs  and  gravel  pits  as  in  England.  Another  river  bird,  the  Goosander,  also 
continues  to  expand  its  range  in  Wales  but  illegal  shooting  of  females  and  young 
probably  accounted  for  the  small  numbers  of  broods  noted  in  both  1990  and  1991  on 
rivers  such  as  the  Wye,  Teifi  and  Tywi. 

Current  threats  to  estuary  birds  include  the  proposed  Cardiff  Bay  barrage  (now  a 
long-running  saga),  as  well  as  the  ill-conceived  proposal  supported  by  Gwent  County 
Council  for  a  Severnside  International  Airport  on  the  Gwent  Levels  and  on  reclaimed 
intertidal  flats  in  the  Severn  Estuary,  and  other  proposals  for  a  tidal  barrage  on  the 
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Conwy  and  for  a  major  gas  terminal  and  associated  pipelines  servicing  one  or  more 
new  power  stations  by  the  Dee  Estuary.  Here  a  major  concern  is  the  probable 
frequent  use  by  helicopters  of  the  proposed  terminal  at  the  Point  of  Ayr  close  to  the 
important  high-tide  wader  roost.  Most  Welsh  estuaries  suffer  increasing  disturbance 
from  such  activities  as  jet-skiing,  sand-yachting  and  wind-surfing,  with  the  Dee,  the 
lower  Tywi,  Cardigan  Bay  and  the  Broadwater  at  Tywyn  being  particular  concerns.  A 
further  worry  is  the  granting  of  drilling  licences  for  gas  or  oil  close  to  sensitive  areas 
such  as  Bardsey  and  the  Llyn  peninsula.  Consideration  is  currently  being  given  to 
such  licences  in  the  Burry  Inlet. 

WOS  members  will  be  aware  of  the  numerous  auks  drowned  each  year  in  gill  nets 
set  in  St.  Ives  Bay  in  Cornwall,  as  well  as  the  countless  thousands  of  seabirds,  seals, 
dolphins,  turtles  and  non-target  fish  killed  throughout  the  world  in  drift  nets,  and 
even  discarded  nets.  Fears  have  been  expressed  in  Wales  about  the  possible  impact  of 
such  netting  on  the  small  Black  Guillemot  colonies  in  north  Wales,  on  other  auk 
colonies  in  Southwest  Wales  and  on  Bardsey,  and  on  wintering  concentrations  of 
divers  and  grebes.  To  try  to  assess  the  scale  of  any  problem  around  the  Welsh  coasts,  a 
joint  RSPB  and  Countryside  Council  for  Wales  project  started  in  April  1991.  David 
Thomas  is  investigating  the  use  of  nets  in  different  areas  through  working  closely  with 
fishing  interests  and  attempting  to  gather  data  on  entangled  birds.  Any  reports  of 
birds  in  netting  should  be  sent  to  the  RSPB  Wales  Office  (address  above). 

Notes 

MAMMALS  TAKEN  BY  PEREGRINES  IN  MID  WALES 

Ratcliffe  (1980)  described  the  Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus  as  a  specialised 
predator,  feeding  almost  exclusively  on  living  birds.  In  Britain  it  is  primarily  a  pigeon 
killer  but  at  least  132  bird  species  have  been  recorded  among  its  prey.  Peregrines 
catch  most  prey  in  aerial  strikes  but  some  is  caught  on  the  ground.  In  some  areas 
mammals  are  regularly  taken  but  only  form  2-3%  by  weight  of  the  total  prey. 
Amongst  ground  prey,  Ratcliffe  (1980)  recorded  Rabbits  Oryctolagus  cuniculus , 
usually  young  animals,  as  most  frequent.  Young  Hares  Lepus  sp.,  rodents. 
Hedgehogs  Erinaceus  europaeus  and  frogs  have  also  been  recorded  as  occasional 
prey  in  Britain,  as  has  sheep  carrion.  In  Europe  Peregrines  have  been  observed  taking 
bats  and  fish. 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  items  other  than  birds  recorded  in  the  prey  of  Peregrines 
in  Wales,  the  following  observation  is  of  note.  Whilst  checking  nests  of  Dippers 
Cinclus  cinclus  on  a  mid  Wales  river  in  May,  we  walked  below  cliffs  known  to  hold 
breeding  Peregrines.  Nearby  are  oak  woodland  and  pastures,  leading  up  to  bracken 
ffriddland  and  moorland.  Below  the  cliffs  were  numerous  remains  of  prey,  with 
Wood  Pigeons  Columba  palumbus  and  feral/domestic  pigeons  C.  livia  figuring 
prominently.  There  were  also  remains  of  6  or  more  Rabbits  and  Hares  and.  to  our 
surprise,  of  a  Fox  Vulpes  vulpes  cub.  Ratcliffe  (1980)  does  not  mention  foxes  as 
Peregrine  prey  nor  do  Cramp  and  Simmons  (1980)  for  the  Western  Palaeartic. 
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THE  BREEDING  BIRD  COMMUNITY  AT  PENALLT,  GWENT 

FROM  1978  TO  1989 

STEPHANIE  J.  TYLER ,  RSPB,  Bryn  Aderyn, 

The  Bank,  Newtown,  Powys  SY16  2AB 

SUMMARY 

A  Common  Birds  Census  was  carried  out  on  51 .4  ha  of  farmland  at  Penallt.  near 
Monmouth,  for  12  successive  years  between  1978  and  1989.  Only  minor  habitat 
changes  occurred  during  this  period,  notably  the  loss  of  Wych  Elms  in  the  early 
years;  there  was  an  increase  in  scrub  and  bramble  growth.  The  breeding  bird 
community  is  described  and  data  are  provided  on  breeding  densities.  Five  species 
comprised  40-50%  of  the  total  number  of  territories.  Chaffinches  were  the  most 
abundant  species  in  9  of  the  12  years,  with  Robin  and  Blackbird  competing  for 
second  place.  Population  changes  for  the  more  common  species  are  summarised. 
Wrens  showed  the  most  marked  fluctuations,  varying  from  3  pairs  in  1979  to  48  in 
1989.  Of  the  summer  visitors,  Chiffchaffs  and  Garden  Warblers  showed  marked 
increases  in  the  last  2  years  studied. 

INTRODUCTION 

Surprisingly  little  is  known  of  either  the  structure  of  Welsh  farmland  bird 
communities  or  of  annual  changes  in  populations  of  common  species.  The  Common 
Birds  Census  (CBC)  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO)  can  provide  valuable 
data  on  the  breeding  bird  communities  of  farmland  and  woodland  and  on  population 
changes  for  different  species  from  year  to  year.  Despite  pitfalls  (eg  Taylor,  1983),  the 
CBC  can  also  provide  information  on  geographical  and  annual  differences  in  the 
densities  of  various  species  in  these  habitats. 

The  CBC  has  been  running  since  1962.  On  farmland  it  depends  on  volunteers 
carrying  out  10  visits  between  March  and  July  to  c.60  ha  and  registering  on  maps  each 
bird  seen  or  heard  (Marchant,  1983).  Observers  are  urged  to  census  their  plots  in 
successive  years  so  that  annual  indices  can  be  calculated  for  each  species.  Only  7  CBC 
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plots  have  been  regularly  covered  in  Wales  during  the  last  5  years,  3  of  them  in 
Gwent.  Moreover,  few  plots  in  Britain  have  been  surveyed  in  more  than  10  years, 
despite  the  obvious  value  of  such  long-term  monitoring  in  detecting  changes. 

I  have  carried  out  a  CBC  on  farmland  at  Penallt,  near  Monmouth,  since  1978. 
This  paper  describes  the  breeding  bird  community  there,  and  changes  in  the  numbers 
of  some  species,  in  the  1 2  years  from  1978-1989.  Comparisons  are  also  made  between 
population  changes  and  breeding  densities  at  Penallt  and  those  nationally. 

STUDY  AREA  AND  METHODS 

The  CBC  plot  at  Penallt  (map  ref.  centre  point  SO  092527)  covers  51.4  ha  on 
both  sides  of  a  small  valley  leading  down  to  the  river  Wye  at  Redbrook.  It  includes 
permanent  pasture  (some  agriculturally  unimproved),  rye  grass  leys  and  2  species- 
rich  hay  meadows.  A  large  field  of  blackcurrants  on  the  western  edge  was  cleared  and 
sown  with  spring  barley  in  1986  and  is  now  partly  reseeded  as  a  ley.  Most  fields  are 
only  of  one  or  two  hectares,  with  an  extensive  network  of  old  hedges.  Some  of  these 
are  unmanaged  wooded  strips  with  many  mature  trees,  notably  pollarded  Small¬ 
leaved  Limes  Tilia  cordata  and  Cherry  Prunus  avium.  Other  hedges  are  regularly 
trimmed  to  a  height  of  2-3m.  Most  are  shrub-rich,  with  Hawthorn  Crataegus 
monogyna ,  Blackthorn  P.  spinosa,  Hazel  Corylus  avellana,  Field  Maple  Acer 
campestre ,  Holly  Ilex  aquifolium  and  bramble  Rubus  sp.  There  are  4  small  copses, 
orchards,  a  conifer  shelter-belt  and  banks  covered  with  bracken  and  bramble.  The 
valley  bottom  holds  farm  buildings,  several  cottages  and  gardens.  Three  other 
cottages,  a  pub  and  a  small  farm  are  sited  to  the  north.  A  lane  bisects  the  plot  and 
water  is  scarce  except  for  several  garden  pools,  short  sections  of  stream  along  the  lane 
and  springs  with  marshy  patches. 

The  plot  ranges  from  130  to  200m  altitude  and  is  bounded  by  Penallt  village  to 
the  west,  farmland  to  the  south  and  north  and  an  extensive  broad-leaved  wood  to  the 
east  on  the  side  of  the  Wye  valley.  It  is  typical  of  farmland  overlying  the  Old  Red 
Sandstone  and  conglomerate  at  the  edge  of  the  Wye  valley  between  Monmouth  and 
Chepstow.  Young  dairy  cattle  were  the  main  grazing  stock  until  1986/87,  since  when 
sheep  have  largely  replaced  them  on  the  southern  half  of  the  plot 

Other  than  the  loss  of  blackcurrants,  the  only  major  habitat  change  has  been  the 
loss  of  Common  Elm  Ulmus  procera  and  Wych  Elm  U.  glabra  early  in  the  study  from 
Dutch  Elm  Disease  Ceratocystis  ulmi ,  although  these  were  a  relatively  minor 
component  of  the  trees  in  the  hedges  and  copses.  Some  dead  elms  still  stand, 
providing  good  song  posts  for  Woodpigeons,  Blackbirds,  Chaffinches,  Willow 
Warblers  and  Chiffchaffs.*  Others  have  fallen  and  a  concentrations  of  dead  elms 
around  one  orchard  was  felled.  A  pasture  reclaimed  from  woodland  in  the  early  1970s 
has  reverted  to  bracken  and  scrub  and  broadleaved  trees  were  planted  in  the  early 
1980s  to  speed  the  process.  Where  other  areas  of  pasture  have  been  allowed  to 
develop  scrub,  young  oaks  Quercus  sp.  and  Ash  Fraxinus  exelsior  have  regenerated 
well.  No  hedges  have  been  lost  during  the  study.  In  the  copses  an  occasional  tree 
other  than  elms  has  been  felled  or  fallen  and  some  top-heavy  lime  pollards  in  hedges 
have  split  and  fallen.  Generally,  there  is  now  more  shrub,  bramble  and  tree  growth 
than  when  the  study  started  in  1978. 

Ten  to  twelve  visits  were  made  to  the  plot  annually  from  1978  to  1989,  usually  in 
the  early  mornings.  Standard  registrations  of  all  birds  seen  or  heard  within  or 
ad  jacent  to  the  plot  were  marked  on  maps.  At  the  end  of  each  season  species  maps 
*Scientific  names  of  species  in  Table  1 . 
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were  completed  and  were  later  analysed  by  BTO  staff  to  show  the  number  of 
territories  of  each  species.  Habitat  changes  were  also  recorded. 

RESULTS 

Bird  community  and  breeding  densities 

During  the  study  period  52  species  were  recorded  breeding  (Table  1).  Five 
residents  (Chaffinch,  Robin.  Blackbird.  Blue  Tit  and  Wren)  were  the  most  abundant 
(Table  2),  comprising  40-50%  of  the  total  number  of  territories  in  each  year  (Figure 
1).  Chaffinches  were  the  most  numerous  species  in  9  of  the  12  years,  with  breeding 
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Figure  1.  The  number  of  territories  of  the  5  most  common  species,  as  a  percentage 
of  the  total  number  of  territories,  on  the  CBC  plot  at  Penallt  for  selected 
years.  Scientific  names  are  shown  in  Table  1 . 


densities  of  6  to  8  pairs/10  ha  (Table  3).  Robin  and  Blackbird  competed  for  second 
place  but  each  ranked  first  in  abundance  once.  Although  fifth  in  abundance  overall. 
Wrens  outnumbered  any  other  resident  in  1989.  In  some  years,  however,  their 
numbers  were  too  low  to  rank  in  the  top  ten  species;  in  1979  they  ranked  as  low  as  20. 
Hence  their  density  varied  from  less  than  one  pair  to  as  many  as  10  per  10  ha  (mean 
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TABLE  1 .  THE  MAIN  BREEDING  BIRD  SPECIES  AT  PENALLT  CBC  BETWEEN  1978  AND 
1989.  NUMBERS  OF  TERRITORIES  ARE  SHOWN  FOR  EACH  SPECIES  WITH 
THE  MEAN  IN  BRACKETS. 


Number  of 

Species  code 

territories 

and  species 

P  Pheasant 

(and  mean) 

Phasianus  colchicus 

SD  Stock  Dove 

1-3 

(2-2) 

Columba  oenas 

WP  Woodpigeon 

1-4 

(2.0) 

C.  palumbus 

S.  Skylark 

6-18 

(11.3) 

Alauda  arvensis 

SL  Swallow 

1-5 

(2.0) 

Hirundo  rustica 

WR  Wren 

2-6 

(3.0) 

Troglodytes  troglodytes 

D  Dunnock 

3-48 

(19.6) 

Prunella  modularis 

R  Robin 

6-17 

(11.6) 

Erithacus  rubecula 

B  Blackbird 

18-45 

(28.3) 

T urdus  merula 

ST  Song  Thrush 

26-33 

(30.4) 

T.  philomelos 

M  Mistle  Thrush 

1-5 

(3-0) 

T.  vis  civ  or  us 

LW  Lesser  Whitethroat 

1-3 

(1.6) 

Sylvia  curruca 

WH  Whitethroat 

0-2 

(1.0) 

S.  communis 

GW  Garden  Warbler 

0-4 

(2.0) 

S.  borin 

BC  Blackcap 

1-7 

(2.4) 

5.  atricapilla 

CC  Chiffchaff 

4-9 

(5.4) 

Phylloscopus  collybita 
WW  Willow  Warbler 

1-13 

(2.5) 

Ph.  trochilus 

10-22 

(17.1) 

Number  of 

Species  code 

territories 

and  species 

(and  mean) 

WT  Willow  Tit 

Parus  montanus 

0-1 

(0.7) 

BT  Blue  Tit 

P.  caerulus 

13-27 

(20.5) 

GT  Great  Tit 

P.  major 

7-15 

(10.6) 

NH  Nuthatch 

Sitta  europaea 

0-4 

(1.5) 

TC  Treecreeper 

Certhia  familaris 

0-2 

(1.0) 

J  Jay 

Garrulus  glandarius 

1-3 

(2.0) 

MG  Magpie 

Pica  pica 

4-7 

(5.8) 

JD  Jackdaw 

Corvus  monedula 

1-7 

(4.0) 

C  Carrion  Crow 

C.  corone 

2-5 

(3.5) 

SG  Starling 

Sturnus  vulgaris 

4-16 

(8.0) 

HS  House  Sparrow 
Passer  domesticus 

3-17 

(6.0) 

CH  Chaffinch 

Fringilla  coelebs 

26-48 

(35.3) 

GR  Greenfinch 
Carduelis  chloris 

3-8 

(4.6) 

GO  Goldfinch 

C.  carduelis 

1-4 

(2.3) 

LI  Linnet 

C.  cannabina 

1-6 

(1-8) 

BF  Bullfinch 

Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

1-4 

(3.4) 

Y  Yellow'hammer 
Emberiza  citrinella 

6-18 

(11-1) 

The  following  species  also  bred  with  some  regularity:  Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus  1.  Little  Owl 
Athene  noctua  1-2,  Tawmy  Owl  Strix  aluco  1,  Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis  1-2,  Great 
Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopus  major  0-2.  Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba  1-2,  Goldcrest 
Regulus  regulus  0-3.  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudata  1-4,  Marsh  Tit  Parus palustris  0-1. 

The  following  also  bred  during  the  study:  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus,  Lesser  Spotted 
Woodpecker  D.  minor ,  House  Martin  Delichon  urbica,  Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis ,  Redstart 
Phoenicians  phoenicurus.  Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscipapa  striata.  In  addition  Hawfinch 
Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  was  present  in  2  years  and  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella 
naevia ,  Siskin  Carduelis  spinus  and  Redpoll  C.  flammea  were  each  present  in  one  year. 
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TABLE  2.  THE  RANK  ORDER  OF  THE  TEN  MOST  NUMEROUS  SPECIES  RECORDED  AT 
PENALLT  ANNUALLY  BETWEEN  1978  AND  1989,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE 
OVERALL  RANK  ORDER  AND  MEAN  NUMBER  OF  TERRITORIES  PER 
YEAR.  Species  codes  as  in  Table  1 . 


Rank 


order 

1978 

79 

80 

81 

1 

CH 

CH 

CH 

CH 

2 

WR 

B 

B" 

R 

3 

B 

BT 

R 

B 

4 

R 

R 

BT 

WR 

5 

BT 

WW 

Y 

BT 

6 

WP 

SG 

WW 

Y 

7 

D 

D1 

D 

D 

8 

SG 

Yj 

HS 

WW 

9 

WW 

WP 

SG 

SG 

10 

Y 

HS 

WR 

GT 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

CH 

B 

R 

CH 

CH 

B 

R 

B 

B 

B 

R 

CH 

CH 

R 

BT 

WW 

WW 

WW  BT 

R 

BT 

BT 

BT 

WW 

WW 

Y 

WR 

WR 

WR 

GT 

WP 

GT 

WP 

WP 

WP 

WR 

Y 

D 

GT 

WR 

GT 

WP 

GT 

D 

Y 

D~ 

HS 

BC 

Yl 

GR 

BC 

Y 

jdj 

MG 

JD 

Overall  Mean 
rank  territories 


87 

88 

89 

order 

year 

CH 

CH 

WR 

CH 

35.3 

B 

B 

R 

B 

30.4 

WR 

WR] 

CH 

R 

28.3 

R 

rJ 

B 

BT 

20.5 

BT 

BT 

BT 

WR 

19.6 

WW 

WW 

WW 

WW 

17.1 

WP 

D 

D_, 

D 

11.6 

D 

GT 

WP 

WP 

11.3 

BC 

Y 

cc 

Y 

11.1 

GT 

WP 

GT 

GT 

10.6 

Note:  Brackets  indicate  that  the  species  held  equal  rank. 


3.8  pairs/10  ha.  Table  3).  The  density  of  only  one  summer  visitor.  Willow  Warbler, 
was  consistently  greater  than  3  pairs/10  ha,  although  Blackcaps  came  eleventh  in  the 
overall  order  of  abundance  and  Chiffchaffs  were  very  numerous  in  one  year. 

Other  common  birds  in  the  Penallt  farmland  community  included  Woodpigeon, 
Dunnock,  Great  Tit,  Magpie  and  Yellowhammer.  Starling  and  House  Sparrow  were 
numerous  in  the  early  years  (Tables  1-3).  Woodpigeons  were  easily  overlooked  and 
numbers  thus  almost  certainly  underestimated. 


TABLE  3.  COMPARISONS  OF  THE  DENSITY  (PAIRS/10HA)  OF  THE  10  MOST  COMMON 
SPECIES  AT  PENALLT  WITH  (A)  THE  MEDIAN  DENSITY  OF  ALL  PLOTS 
NATIONALLY:  (B)  REGIONAL  DENSITIES  FOR  WALES  (1),  SW  ENGLAND  (2), 
SE  ENGLAND  (3):  (C)  THE  MEAN  FOR  5  PLOTS  IN  SW  IRELAND  IN  1987.  Data 
for  (A)  adapted  from  Hickling  (1983),  for  (B)  adapted  from  O'Connor  and  Shrubb 
(1986)  and  for  (C)  adapted  from  Lysaght  1989.  Species  codes  as  in  Table  1. 


Penallt  National  Regional  Ireland 


Species 

code 

1978-1989 

Range 

Mean 

CBC 

(A) 

(1) 

CBC  (B) 
(2) 

(3) 

1987 

(C) 

Penallt 

1987 

CH 

5. 1-9.4 

6.9 

2.5 

3.5 

3.1 

2.2 

2.4 

6.6 

B 

5. 1-6.5 

5.9 

3.2 

3.4 

3.9 

4.3 

3.1 

5.0 

R 

3. 5-8. 8 

5.5 

2.0 

3.2 

2.8 

2.1 

3.2 

4.5 

BT 

2. 5-5. 3 

4.0 

1.6 

1.3 

1.9 

1.9 

1.1 

3.5 

WR 

0. 6-9.4 

3.8 

2.6 

2.2 

3.2 

2.3 

5.9 

4.6 

WW 

2. 0-4. 3 

3.3 

0.9 

1.9 

0.9 

0.5 

1.2 

3.3 

D 

1.2-3. 3 

2.3 

1.6 

1.8 

1.8 

2.2 

2.8 

1.7 

WP 

1. 2-3.5 

2.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.9 

Y 

1. 2-3.5 

2.2 

1.3 

0.8 

0.7 

0.8 

0 

1.6 

GT 

1.4-2. 9 

2.1 

1.7 

0.9 

1.0 

1.2 

0.4 

1.7 

Note:  A  dash  indicates  that  the  species  was  excluded  from  the  census. 
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Figure  2.  Population  changes  for  the  3  resident  thrushes  at  Penallt  during  1978  to 
1989.  Scientific  names  are  shown  in  Table  1. 


1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987  1988  1989 

Figure  3.  Population  changes  for  Blue  and  Great  Tits  at  Penallt  during  1978  to  1989. 
Scientific  names  are  shown  in  Table  1 . 
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The  relevant  abundance  of  the  thrushes  and  of  the  2  common  tits  was  very 
consistent  between  years.  Song  Thrushes  were  normally  2  or  3  times  as  numerous  as 
Mistle  Thrushes  but  both  were  scarce  compared  to  Blackbirds  (Figure  2);  Blue  Tits 
always  exceeded  Great  Tits  (Figure  3).  Of  the  summer  visitors  Garden  Warblers  were 
outnumbered  by  Blackcaps  in  the  early  years  but  were  more  numerous  by  1989; 
similarly  Willow  Warblers  greatly  outnumbered  Chiffchaffs  until  1987  but  the  latter 
increased  sharply  in  1988  and  1989  (Figures  4  &  5). 
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Figure  4.  Population  changes  for  Garden  Warbler  and  Blackcap  at  Penallt  during 
1978  to  1989.  Scientific  names  are  shown  in  Table  1. 


1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986  1987  1988  1989 

Figure  5.  Population  changes  for  Willow  Warbler  and  Chiffchaff  at  Penallt  during 
1978  to  1989.  Scientific  names  are  shown  in  Table  1. 


Population  changes 

Mostly,  variations  in  the  numbers  of  the  common  resident  species  during  the 
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Figure  6.  Population  changes  for  Wren,  Robin,  Dunnock  and  Chaffinch  at  Penallt 
during  1978  to  1989.  Arrows  indicate  severe  winters.  Scientific  names  are 
shown  in  Table  1. 
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study  were  attributaole  to  severe  winter  weather.  Thus,  apart  from  small  declines 
after  the  hard  winter  of  1981/82  and  again  in  1987,  Blackbird  numbers  remained 
relatively  stable,  with  26-33  territories  (Figure  2).  Blue  Tit,  Dunnock.  Wren  and 
Robin  showed  a  similar  decline  in  1982  and  Blue  Tit  and  Great  Tit  also  declined  in 
1987  (Figures  3  and  6).  Dunnock,  Wren  and  Robin  declined  markedly  after  the  hard 
winter  of  1985/86  but  were  recovering  in  1987,  whilst  only  Wren  and  Robin  were 
affected  by  the  severe  winter  of  1978/79,  Wrens  particularly,  dropping  to  only  3  pairs 
(Figure  6);  no  other  species  fluctuated  as  much  during  the  study. 

Many  species  were  insufficiently  numerous  to  detect  significant  changes.  For 
example,  only  one  pair  each  of  Green  and  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers  was  recorded 
in  most  years.  In  1982  there  were  none  of  the  latter,  whereas  after  the  next  hard 
winter  there  were  2  pairs.  Goldcrests  declined  from  3  pairs  in  1985  to  one  in  1986  and 
none  were  reported  in  1979,  a  pattern  similar  to  that  recorded  nationally  by  Marchant 
and  Whittington  (1988).  Few  Treecreepers  or  Nuthatches  were  found  in  any  year  but 
no  Treecreepers  were  recorded  in  1979  and  only  one  pair  of  Nuthatches,  whereas  4 
pairs  of  Nuthatches  occurred  in  1989,  after  2  successive  mild  winters. 

Whitethroats  declined  from  3-4  pairs  to  one  in  1982;  there  were  none  in  1984  but, 
by  1989,  there  were  again  4  pairs.  House  Sparrows  and  Starlings  both  declined 
markedly  in  1981  and  1982  respectively,  from  15-17  nesting  pairs  to  fewer  than  5  of 
each  since  1984  (Figure  7).  Yellowhammers  fluctuated  somewhat  but  were  more 
numerous  after  the  3  hard  winters.  There  is  no  evidence  of  any  increase  in  Magpies 
during  the  study. 


Figure  7.  Changes  in  the  number  of  territories  of  Starling  and  House  Sparrow  at 
Penallt  during  1978  to  1989.  Scientific  names  are  shown  in  Table  1. 

DISCUSSION 

Densities  of  Wrens,  Robins,  Blackbirds,  Willow  Warblers,  Blue  and  Great  Tits 
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and  Chaffinches  were  generally  higher  at  Penallt  than  those  given  by  Hickling  (1983) 
or  O’Connor  and  Shrubb  (1986)  for  farmland  CBCs  in  England  and  Wales.  Trout 
(1983)  and  Bailey  (1984),  however,  recorded  similar  densities  of  Wrens,  Robins, 
Blackbirds  and  Chaffinches  on  2  other  Gwent  CBC  plots,  whilst  Tyler  and  Geech 
( 1988)  found  equally  high  densities  on  2  plots  of  traditional  farmland  at  the  west  end 
of  the  South  Wales  coalfield.  These  included  a  mosaic  of  hay  meadows,  species-rich 
pastures,  bogs,  well-developed  hedges  and  copses.  (Both  have  since  been  destroyed 
by  open-cast  coal  mining).  The  densities  at  all  these  south  Wales  CBC  sites 
approached  or  exceeded  those  recorded  in  woodland  CBC  plots  (Hickling,  1983). 

The  Chaffinch  was  the  most  abundant  species  at  Penallt.  O’Connor  and  Shrubb 
( 1986)  noted  that  Chaffinches  occur  at  higher  densities  in  Wales  than  elsewhere  and 
found  this  to  be  the  most  abundant  species  on  21%  of  Welsh  CBC  plots;  Blackbird 
was  most  abundant  on  38%  and  Robin  on  20% .  Nowhere  in  England  did  Robins  rank 
first  except  on  6%  of  CBC  plots  in  Yorkshire  and  Lancashire.  A  few  species,  notably 
Song  Thrush,  occurred  at  lower  densities  at  Penallt  than  elsewhere  in  England  and 
Wales. 

In  mid-west  Ireland  Wrens  were  the  most  abundant  species  on  5  farmland  CBC 
plots  in  1987  (Lysaght,  1989).  With  a  mean  density  of  5.9  pairs/10  ha,  they  easily 
outnumbered  Robins,  Blackbirds,  Dunnocks  and  Chaffinches.  Wrens  approached 
this  density  at  Penallt  in  1987  (Table  3)  and  exceeded  it  in  1988  and  1989.  In  Ireland, 
however,  they  comprised  22%  of  all  territories  compared  with  7%  at  Penallt  in  1987. 
The  much  higher  density  of  Blue  Tits  at  Penallt  compared  with  the  Irish  study  was 
also  notable.  Whilst  relatively  common  at  Penallt,  Dunnocks  were  only  seventh  in 
numerical  abundance.  In  Ireland  Lysaght  (1989)  found  them  to  be  one  of  the  5  most 
numerous  species,  outnumbering  Chaffinches.  Williamson  (1967)  regarded  the 
Dunnock  as  the  second  most  successful  farmland  species,  accounting  for  8-26%  of  the 
passerine  total,  but  O’Connor  and  Shrubb  (1986)  commented  that  the  species 
occurred  at  higher  densities  on  arable  than  pastoral  land. 

The  many  small  fields,  abundant  hedges,  neglected  field  corners,  copses, 
orchards  and  gardens  and  the  plot’s  position  adjacent  to  the  Wye  valley  woods,  no 
doubt  explain  Penallt’s  rich  woodland  bird  community.  Williamson  (1967)  noted  that 
the  most  bird-rich  farms  were  those  with  such  a  mosaic  of  habitats.  The  geographical 
position  of  Penallt  also  partly  explains  the  high  densities  of  some  species.  Wrens,  for 
example,  increase  in  density  from  east  to  west  (O’Connor  and  Shrubb,  1986), 
probably  explained  by  the  milder  climate  and  higher  density  of  hedges  in  the  pastoral 
regions  of  the  west.  O’Connor  (1984)  found  that  breeding  densities  of  Robins  and 
Wrens  were  positively  correlated  with  hedgerow  abundance,  Osborne  (1984)  noted 
that  Wrens  prefer  shrub-rich  hedges  and  Arnold  (1983)  that  trees  are  important. 
Penallt  meets  all  3  criteria — abundant  shrub-rich  hedges  and  trees. 

Nevertheless,  farms  in  the  east  were  shown  by  O’Connor  and  Shrubb  (1986)  to 
be  richer  in  species  than  those  in  the  west.  The  Penallt  farmland,  however,  is  very 
different  from  that  of  East  Anglia,  where  Skylark  is  often  the  most  numerous  species. 
Indeed  the  plot  hardly  qualifies  as  farmland  according  to  Williamson’s  (1967) 
definition  of  a  farmland  bird  community  in  the  central  English  lowlands.  This  he 
defined  as  a  community  (excluding  Woodpigeon  and  corvids)  in  which  Blackbird  and 
Skylark  occur  in  the  proportion  of  2,  3,  4:1,  together  comprising  15-40%  of  the 
population. 
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Population  changes 

During  the  study  period  Robins  and  Wrens  showed  similar  population 
fluctuations.  Their  marked  decline  in  the  season  following  each  hard  winter  of 
1978/79,  1981/82  and  1985/86  (Figure  6)  paralleled  the  national  trend  (Marchant  and 
Whittington,  1987).  Other  species,  such  as  Dunnock  and  Blackbird,  were  adversely 
affected  by  the  winter  of  1981/82  and  the  former  also  by  1985/86,  but  not  by  1978/79. 
which  caused  such  a  severe  decline  in  Wrens.  Marchant  and  Whittington  (1987) 
found  that,  in  1986,  Dunnocks,  Robins  and  Blackbirds  were  at  their  lowest  ebb 
nationally  since  1963,  but  they  noted  that  the  decline  of  Wrens  was  less  than  in  the  2 
previous  hard  winters;  1981/82  was  the  worst  (Marchant,  1983).  By  contrast,  at 
Penallt  Wrens  fared  worst  in  1978/79  but  suffered  as  badly  in  1985/86  as  in  1981/82. 
possibly  because  of  the  prolonged  frozen  ground  at  the  relatively  high  altitude  of  the 
CBC  plot.  As  elsewhere  losses  were  rapidly  made  up,  with  1989  a  peak  year  for  Wrens 
at  Penallt.  (In  1991  Wren  numbers  fell  sharply,  by  c.42%,  following  the  cold  spell  in 
February.)  Chaffinches  were  not  affected  by  the  bad  winters  and  they  increased  in 
1979  and  1980.  Population  fluctuations  in  Great  and  Blue  Tits  were  very  similar  and 
decreases  in  1984  and  1987  were  related  to  poor  caterpillar  years  not  severe  winters. 

The  marked  increase  in  many  resident  birds  at  Penallt  in  1988  and  1989  was 
evident  nationally  (Marchant  and  Whittington,  1989).  These  authors  also  pointed  out 
the  increase  in  Chiffchaffs  and  Garden  Warblers  since  1987,  noting  that  most  long¬ 
distance  migrants  were  more  numerous  in  1988  than  previously.  At  Penallt 
Chiffchaffs  showed  the  most  marked  change  of  any  summer  visitor,  with  a  spectacular 
increase  in  1988  and  1989  resulting  in  their  spread  from  woodland  at  the  eastern  edge 
into  small  copses,  wooded  hedges  and  orchards  throughout  the  plot.  (Numbers 
remained  high  in  1990  but  collapsed  to  3  pairs  again  in  1991).  By  contrast  the  Willow 
Warbler  population  changed  little  during  the  study  and  Marchant  and  Whittington 
(1988)  noted  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  stable  of  summer  visitors  monitored  by  the 
CBC. 

Habitat  changes 

The  increase  in  scrub  and  tree  cover  in  the  latter  years  of  the  study  may  help  to 
explain  the  increase  in  Chiffchaffs  and  Garden  Warblers  but  extrinsic  factors,  eg  high 
winter  survival  were  clearly  important  in  view  of  the  similar  national  trends. 

Osborne  (1982,  1983)  discussed  the  implications  for  farmland  birds  of  the  death 
of  elms  from  Dutch  Elm  Disease.  An  increase  in  insect  food  in  the  dying  elms, 
following  by  a  reduction  as  dead  trees  fall  or  are  felled,  fewer  nest  sites  and  song  posts 
and  more  ground  cover  due  to  canopy  loss  may  all  cause  population  changes  in  some 
species.  Unfortunately,  no  data  exist  prior  to  1978  for  Penallt  but  the  death  of  elms 
there,  mostly  Wych  Elms  in  the  late  1970s,  probably  had  no  significant  effect  on  any 
species.  There  were  many  other  trees  to  provide  nest  holes,  there  was  no  shortage  of 
ground  cover,  and  it  was  unlikely,  in  the  diverse  habitats  available,  that  the  loss 
limited  food. 

The  number  of  Starling  nests  markedly  decreased  in  1982  after  the  loss  of  many 
of  the  elms  but,  as  only  one  pair  nested  in  the  dead  elms,  felling  them  did  not  cause  the 
Starling’s  decline.  There  was  no  shortage  of  nest  sites  in  the  village  and  many  birds 
nesting  there  gathered  food  on  the  CBC  plot.  House  Sparrows  declined  as  well  in 
1983  (Figure  7)  but  the  high  number  of  nesting  pairs  in  1979  and  1980  may  have  been 
due  to  the  acquisition  of  a  flock  of  free-range  chickens  at  one  cottage  in  1977.  These 
were  grain  fed  but  were  sold  in  1980,  so  the  grain  supply  for  sparrows  ceased. 


68 


Farmland  at  Penallt  may  not  be  typical  of  the  more  intensively  managed  land  in 
central  Gwent  and  parts  of  mid  Glamorgan  or,  indeed,  of  hill  farms  elsewhere  in 
Wales.  The  results  of  this  study,  however,  provide  some  useful  baseline  information 
on  the  composition  of  the  breeding  bird  communities  in  this  south-east  corner  of 
Wales,  and  of  population  changes  in  the  period.  It  would  be  valuable  to  have  a  range 
of  CBC  plots  throughout  Wales  to  further  investigate  bird  communities  in  relation  to 
such  factors  as  land-use,  altitude  and  geography  and  to  monitor  changes  in 
populations,  especially  of  species  such  as  Linnets  or  Swallows  which  appear  to  be 
declining  in  England. 
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A  COMPARISON  OF  THE  RESULTS  IN  1969  AND  1989  OF  A  COMMON  BIRDS 
CENSUS  AT  DRUMAU  HILL,  BIRCHGROVE,  SWANSEA 

D.  M.  HANFORD,  404  Birchgrove  Road,  Birchgrove,  Swansea. 

B.  E.  MESSENT,  50  Brookfield,  Neath  Abbey,  West  Glamorgan 

A  Common  Birds  Census  (CBC)  has  been  carried  out  on  a  part  of  Drumau  Hill 
annually  since  1967.  The  census  method  followed  that  in  Williamson  and  Homes 
(1964)  and  all  analysis  was  done  by  staff  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  (BTO). 

The  census  plot  is  located  at  map  reference  SS  705990  (centre  point).  It  consists 
mostly  of  farmland,  together  with  small  areas  of  mixed  deciduous  woodland  and 
covers  an  area  of  53.7  ha.  It  is  traversed  by  a  small  stream,  with  another  forming  the 
southern  boundary.  The  vertical  range  is  76- 138m  above  sea  level.  The  plot  has 
changed  little  since  1967.  The  only  major  development  was  the  building  of  an 
underground  reservoir.  This  is  now  grassed  over  and  is  virtually  the  same  as  the 
original  pasture.  No  hedges  have  been  removed  but  a  few  hedgerow  trees  have  been 
lost  to  Dutch  Elm  Disease  or  have  been  felled. 

Table  1  shows  the  crops  recorded  for  1971.  The  rotation  and  cropping  practiced 
have  not  varied  significantly  from  this  pattern  during  the  survey  period.  However, 
there  has  been  a  change  from  mainly  making  hay  as  a  winter  feed  in  the  early  days  of 
the  census  to  the  production  of  silage,  which  is  often  cut  much  earlier  in  the  year  than 
was  hay. 
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TABLE  1.  THE  MAJOR  CONSTITUENTS  OF  LAND  USE  AND  CROPPING  ON  THE 
DRUMAU  HILL  CENSUS  PLOT  IN  1971. 


Land  use  or  cropping 

Pasture 

Hay/silage 

Potatoes/Kale 

Barley 

Spinney 

Farmyard/garden 

Lanes 

Gorse/Scrub 


Area  in  hectares 
15.1 
13.3 
8.7 

7.6 

5.7 
0.9 
0.7 
0.6 


RESULTS  AND  DISCUSSION 

Table  2  shows  the  numbers  of  territories  recorded  by  the  census  for  each  species 
for  the  2  years.  Although  for  many  only  a  few  pairs  were  involved,  the  results  show 
very  stable  populations  over  the  21  year  period  for  some  species.  Other  species 
showed  significant  gains  or  losses. 

Numbers  of  the  3  raptors  recorded  remained  stable.  It  is  possible  that 
Woodcock*  bred  in  1989  as,  from  personal  observation,  disturbance  was  less  than 
formerly.  Collared  Doves  have  bred  in  the  intervening  years  and  followed  the 
national  pattern  of  colonisation  in  Britain.  It  was  disappointing  to  see  no  Cuckoos  in 
1989,  the  first  year  they  were  not  recorded.  The  2  woodpeckers  showed  no  change 
although,  nationally.  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  has  increased  and  Green 
Woodpecker  declined.  Skylark  numbers  improved,  contrary  to  the  national  trend. 
The  decrease  in  Swallows  was  due  to  modernisation  of  farm  buildings  reducing  the 
number  of  possible  nest-sites,  and  reflected  national  figures.  Most  of  the  other 
summer  visitors  in  Table  2  show  increases,  the  Wood  Warbler  being  the  most 
marked.  Spotted  Flycatcher  was  the  only  other  summer  visitor  besides  Swallow  to 
have  declined.  Two  species  often  associated  with  Wood  Warbler,  Redstart 
Phoenicurus  phoenicurus  and  Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca,  were  not  recorded 
in  either  of  the  years  reported  but  have  occurred  occasionally  in  the  intervening 
period. 

Of  the  remaining  species  magpies  changed  little,  although  there  was  a  notable 
increase  nationally  during  the  study  period  (Marchant  et  al,  1990).  Yellowhammers 
declined  most  noticably;  however,  the  1969  total  for  this  species  was  the  highest  for 
the  whole  census  period.  A  species  showing  a  reverse  pattern  was  the  Robin,  for 
which  the  1989  total  was  the  highest  of  the  survey  period. 

The  purpose  of  the  survey  is  to  provide  data  for  the  national  CBC  indices  on  bird 
population  changes.  Flere  the  results  for  a  South  Wales  area  are  presented  and 
differences  from  the  national  trends  published  annually  by  the  BTO  are  indicated. 

*  Scientific  names  are  shown  in  Table  2. 
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TABLE  2.  THE  NUMBER  OF  TERRITORIES  RECORDED  BY  THE  COMMON  BIRDS 
CENSUS  ON  DRUMAU  HILL  IN  1969  AND  1989.  NC  INDICATES  THAT  A 
SPECIES  WAS  NOT  COUNTED.  P.  THAT  IT  WAS  PRESENT  BUT  NOT 
PROVED  TO  HOLD  TERRITORY. 


Territories  in  Territories  in 


Species 

Sparrowhawk 

1969 

1989 

Species 

Wood  Warbler 

1969 

1989 

Accipter  nisus 

Buzzard 

1 

1 

Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 
Chiffchaff 

0 

4 

Buteo  buteo 

Kestrel 

P 

1 

P.  collybita 

Willow  Warbler 

3 

2 

Falco  tinnunculus 

Cuckoo 

P 

1 

P.trochilus 

Goldcrest 

15 

15 

Cuculus  canorus 

Green  Woodpecker 

1 

0 

Regulus  regulus 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Picus  viridis 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

2 

2 

Muscipapa  striata 
Long-tailed  Tit 

2 

P 

Dendrocopus  major 

Skylark 

P 

1 

Aegithalos  caudatus 

Coal  Tit 

1 

1 

Alauda  arvensis 

Swallow 

2 

4 

Parus  ater 

Blue  Tit 

1 

4 

Hirundo  rustica 

Tree  Pipit 

13 

3 

P.  caerulus 

Great  Tit 

13 

22 

Anthus  trivialis 

Grey  Wagtail 

1 

P 

P.  major 

Nuthatch 

5 

7 

Motacilla  cinerea 

Pied  Wagtail 

P 

1 

Sitta  europea 

Treecreeper 

0 

3 

M.  alba 

Wren 

0 

2 

Certhia  familiaris 

Jay 

0 

2 

Troglodytes  troglodytes 
Dunnock 

15 

32 

Garrulus  glandarius 
Magpie 

1 

1 

Prunella  modularis 

Robin 

6 

10 

Pica  pica 

Jackdaw 

2 

3 

Erithacus  rubecula 

Blackbird 

27 

40 

Corvus  monedula 

Carrion  Crow 

1 

4 

Turdus  merula 

Song  Thrush 

22 

24 

C.  corone 

Starling 

2 

5 

T.  philomelos 

Mistle  Thrush 

4 

4 

Sturnus  vulgaris 

Chaffinch 

NC 

8 

T.  viscivorus 

Whitethroat 

1 

3 

Fringilla  coelebs 

Linnet 

14 

22 

Sylvia  communis 

Garden  Warbler 

P 

1 

Carduelis  cannabina 
Yellowhammer 

4 

6 

Sylvia  borin 

0 

2 

Emberiza  citrinella 

6 

2 

Blackcap 

S.  atricapilla  P  3 

In  addition  the  following  species  were  present  in  both  years:  Raven  Corvus  corax,  House 
Sparrow  Passer  domesticus.  Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis  and  Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula: 
The  following  species  were  present  in  1969  but  not  1989: 

Little  Owl  Athene  noctua  and  Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus.  The  following  species  were 
present  in  1989  but  not  1969:  Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea,  Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola, 
Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto,  Swift  Apus  apus,  Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe  and 
Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris. 
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POPULATION  TRENDS  OF  MUTE  SWANS  Cygnus  olor  IN  MID-WALES  AND 

THE  LOWER  WYE  VALLEY 


F.  M.  SLATER ,  J.  FOSTER  and  J.  O’HALLORAN.  University  of  Wales  College  of 
Cardiff  Field  Centre,  Newbridge-on-Wye,  Powys  LD1  6NB 

SUMMARY 

Using  data  from  a  systematic  survey  and  published  records,  the  present  status  of 
Mute  Swans  Cygnus  olor  on  the  river  Wye  in  mid-Wales  can  be  seen  in  the  light  of 
marked  changes  in  resident  swan  populations  since  the  1960s.  Several  reasons  for 
these  changes  are  suggested. 

Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor  populations  have  changed  quite  markedly  over  the  last  3 
decades  in  the  area  from  the  Brecon  Beacons  north  to  include  the  Wye  and  upper 
Severn  catchments  in  Wales.  This  area  roughly  coincides  with  the  present  county  of 
Powys  plus  the  English  section  of  the  Wye  valley.  Early  reports  show  that  the  Mute 
Swan  was  once  essentially  a  bird  of  ornamental  waters  (Prichard,  1825,  Bull.  1888, 
Phillips,  1899,  Davies,  1912).  It  bred  occasionally  in  places  such  as  Llandrindod  Lake 
in  Radnorshire  and  Llangorse  Lake  in  Breconshire.  Llangorse  Lake,  Talybont 
reservoir,  the  Wye  along  the  Powys/Hereford  border  and  Anglesey  were  the  only 
places  west  of  the  river  Severn  where  non-breeding  herds  of  Mute  Swans  were  to  be 
found  away  from  the  coast  in  the  1960s  (Griffiths,  1967).  In  subsequent  decades 
major  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  size  and  location  of  the  Mute  Swan  herds  in  this 
area. 

This  paper  reviews  the  status  of  the  Mute  Swan  in  mid-Wales  by  reference  to  the 
scattered  published  data  and  by  analysis  of  a  detailed  survey  of  Mute  Swans  on  the 
river  Wye  in  1987  by  JF. 

SOURCES  AND  METHODS 

The  first  complete  census  of  Mute  Swans  in  Britain  was  made  in  the  summers  of 
1955  and  1956  (Campbell,  1960).  A  second  census  was  done  in  1961  (Eltringham, 
1963).  These,  and  supplementary  data,  suggested  that  the  Mute  Swan  population  in 
Britain  reached  a  peak  of  21  000-23  000  birds  in  1959  but  then  declined  and,  in  1961 , 
was  19  000,  near  the  1955-56  level.  Sharrock  (1976)  and  Ogilvie  (1967)  recorded  a 
further  national  decrease  of  about  25%  between  1961  and  1965  and  Ogilvie  (1981)  put 
the  overall  decline  from  1955-56  to  1978  at  between  8%  and  15%.  A  census  in  1983 
recorded  a  national  increase  of  7%  compared  to  1978  (Ogilvie,  1986)  but  this  was  still 
up  to  8%  less  than  the  1955-56  level. 

Records  from  the  Herefordshire  Ornithological  Club  (HOC)  from  1951,  from 
Nature  in  Wales  for  1968-79,  Breconshire  Birds  1962-78,  the  Montgomeryshire  Field 
Society  annual  reports  1947-78  and  Lovegrove  (1983),  together  with  Ingram  et  al 
(1966),  Griffiths  (1967),  Moss  et  al  (1977),  Fox  and  Fox  (1980),  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB)  Mute  Swans  in  Wales  campaign  in  1981,  Cundale 
(1985)  and  Katz  and  Haycock  (1987)  have  all  provided  data  for  the  compilation  of 
Mute  Swan  records  for  mid-Wales  and  the  lower  Wye  valley  and  have  been  used  in 
the  analysis  presented  in  this  paper. 

In  assessing  local  population  trends,  the  data  were  converted  to  an  index 
comparable  with  the  National  Wildfowl  Index  (Salmon  et  af  1988).  This  index 
converts  counts  to  a  percentage  of  the  1970/71  count  and  then  expresses  them  as  a  5 
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year  mean  up  to  1985  and  then  annually  thereafter.  Although  for  national  data 
September  and  January  counts  are  conventionally  presented  separately,  the  varied 
nature  of  the  local  data  sources  available  limits  the  values  used  here  to  maximum 
annual  counts. 

RESULTS 

Locality  trends 

Despite  the  fluctuations  noted  above,  the  national  index  for  Mute  Swan  has 
remained  steady  (Figure  1),  which  suggests  long-term  population  stability  when 
winter  losses  are  taken  into  account. 

However,  on  the  upper  flood  plain  of  the  river  Wye ,  from  Glasbury  to  Castleton, 
Mute  Swans  have  increased  five-fold  since  the  early  1970s  (Figure  1).  At  nearby 
Llangorse  Lake  the  situation  is  different;  before  1962  nearly  all  Breconshire’s  non¬ 
breeding  Mute  Swan  population  of  40-50  birds  was  on  Talybont  reservoir  but  the 
flock  split  in  1962,  with  most  birds  apparently  going  to  Llangorse  Lake,  although 
there  are  no  ringing  data  to  confirm  this.  It  is  clear  from  Figure  1  that  numbers  at 


1960-61  1965-66  1970-71  1975-76  1980-81  1985-86  1986-87  1987-88 

to  to  to  to  to 

'64-65  '69-70  '74-75  '79-80  '84-85 

Figure  1.  Relative  population  changes  of  Mute  Swans  Cygnus  olor  as 
measured  by  indices  of  abundance  (vertical  axis)  based  on  1970/ 
71  =  100  and  expressed  as  5  year  means  from  1960/61  to  1984/85 
and  as  annual  means  for  1985/86,  1986/87  and  1987/88.  Figures 
from  Salmon  et  al  (1988)  are  for  national  population  trends. 
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Llangorse  Lake  markedly  declined  during  the  1980s.  possibly  due  to  increasing 
recreational  pressure.  Not  only  have  non-breeding  flocks  declined  there,  the 
breeding  population  has  also  been  less  successful  when  compared  to  the  brood  sizes 
recorded  from  other  sites  in  the  area  (Table  1 ). 

Wintering  Mute  Swan  flocks  have  been  recorded  in  Montgomeryshire,  mainly 
on  the  river  Severn,  from  1978.  The  data  are  too  fragmentary  for  analysis,  however, 
and.  with  so  few  counts  available,  the  lack  of  records  must  not  be  mistaken  for  an 
absence  of  swans. 

The  river  Wye  in  1987 — a  systematic  survey 

From  June  until  October  1987  JF  repeatedly  surveyed  132  Km  of  the  river  Wye 
from  Glasbury  to  Monmouth  by  canoe.  The  survey  provided  a  total  view  of  the  river 
for  both  breeding  birds  and  non-breeding  herds;  in  June  1987  there  were  226  birds  on 
the  river,  and  4  months  later,  there  were  287 

There  were  about  15  successful  breeding  pairs  on  the  river,  hatching  between 
one  and  6  young.  In  June  there  were  6  broods  with  a  mean  size  of  3.3  cygnets.  By 

TABLE  1.  THE  BROOD  SIZE  OF  MUTE  SWANS  aT  LLANGORSE  LAKE  (A)  COMPARED 
TO  THOSE  FROM  OTHER  SITES  IN  MID  WALES  (B)  AND  THE  NATIONAL 
AVERAGE.  Brood  sizes  are  the  last  recorded  count  available  not  fledged  broods. 
Data  for  (A)  from  Haycock  (1987).  for  other  Breconshire  sites  from  RSPB  and  for 
the  national  average  from  Birkhead  and  Perrins  (1986). 


A.  Llangorse  lake 

1978  1979  1980 

1981  1982 

1983  1984 

1985 

Number  of  pairs 

5  3 

?1 

3  2-3 

3  1-2 

3 

Eggs  (maximum  recorded) 

6  8 

0 

4  2 

2  3 

3 

Average  cygnets/pair 

1.3  2.7 

0 

1.3  0.7-1 

0.7  1.5-3 

1.0 

B.  Other  sites 

Number  of  broods 

Average  brood  size 

Breconshire  excluding 
Llangorse  lake 

7  in  1981 

4.6 

Hindwell  Pool. 

Radnorshire 

5  in  5  years 

5.4 

River  Wve 

j 

Eywood  Pool 

15  in  9  years  1964-85 

4.3 

Herefordshire 

3  in  3  years 

5.3 

Caerberis  Lake. 

Builth  Wells 

3  in  3  years 

5.0 

NATIONAL  AVERAGE 

2.5 

August  there  were  15  broods  with  a  mean  of  3.8.  an  increase  due  to  birds  moving  to 
the  main  river  from  pools  and  tributaries  (HOC  annual  reports).  By  October  the 
average  number  of  cygnets  per  pair  had  dropped  to  3.0.  A  further  13  non-breeding 
pairs  were  recorded  in  June  along  the  whole  river,  and  14  such  pairs  were  noted  in  the 
lower  half  of  the  river  in  July  when  the  upper  half  w  as  not  covered. 

DISCUSSION 

In  1962  there  were  no  non-breeding  flocks  of  Mute  Swans  west  of  the  river 
Severn,  except  for  a  flock  on  Talybont  reservoir  and  one  near  Hereford  (Griffiths. 
1967).  Some  reasons  for  the  subsequent  changes  are  suggested. 

The  Mute  Swan  flock  left  Talybont  reservoir  for  Llangorse  Lake  and  then 
declined,  probably  because  of  increased  recreational  use  of  the  lake  (Cundale.  1980). 
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The  increased  use  of  power  boats  there  not  only  caused  disturbance  but  also 
turbidity,  which  changed  the  aquatic  macroflora  of  what  was,  in  the  early  1960s,  one 
of  the  richest  lakes  botanically  in  Wales  (Seddon,  1972).  By  the  mid  1970s  it  was  a 
water  body  virtually  devoid  of  vegetation  (Cragg  et  al,  1981)  and  polluted  by 
increased  human  activity  (Jones  and  Benson  Evans,  1974).  Another  measure  of  this 
lake’s  decline  can  be  seen  in  the  poor  breeding  performance  of  the  swans  which 
remained  (Table  1);  Haycock  (1987)  suggested  that  these  figures  probably  over¬ 
estimated  the  number  of  cygnets  which  fledged  at  Llangorse  and  the  other  data  must 
be  similarly  qualified.  Disturbance  and  eutrophication  leading  to  a  loss  of  aquatic 
vegetation  and  hence  food  supply,  may  therefore  be  a  major  factor  contributing  to 
the  bird’s  decline  as  documented  by  Haycock.  Haycock  also  noted  a  dramatic  rise  in 
Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis  numbers  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  the  last  decade  but 
did  not  believe  it  was  connected  with  the  decline  in  Mute  Swans. 

In  some  parts  of  Britain  there  is  concern  about  Mute  Swans  and  lead  poisoning 
(NCC.  1981 ,  Sears,  1988).  The  index  of  abundance  (Figure  1)  suggests  that,  in  spite  of 
local  problems,  the  population  of  the  Wye  valley  is  not  in  overall  decline. 

In  the  Wye  valley  the  population  of  Mute  Swans  in  June  1987  numbered  226, 
with  287  four  months  later.  The  non-breeding  herd(s)  between  Glasbury  and 
Castleton  have  increased  five-fold  in  the  last  2  decades  and  this  upper  flood  plain 
population  now  constitutes  the  largest  proportion  of  the  river  Wye’s  swans.  The 
number  of  breeding  pairs  in  the  same  area  has  increased  in  parallel  with  the  non¬ 
breeding  flocks  (HOC  annual  reports  and  bulletins).  Several  factors  may  have 
contributed  to  this  change .  Initially,  at  least  some  of  the  former  Llangorse  Lake  flock 
may  have  moved  to  the  river  Wye,  as  the  decline  after  1979-80  in  the  Llangorse  flock 
was  matched  by  an  increase  of  somewhat  similar  magnitude  in  the  river  Wye  flock 
(Figure  1 ).  High  counts  still  occasionally  occur  on  Llangorse  Lake,  for  example  65  on 
1  July  1990  (M.  F.  Peers,  pers.  comm.)  who  also  suggested  some  movements  between 
the  lake  and  the  Wye  valley. 

It  seems  probable  from  our  observations  and  inferences  in  the  literature  that  the 
amount  of  aquatic  vegetation  in  the  river  Wye  has  increased  during  this  century, 
providing  more  food  for  Mute  Swans.  For  example  Water  Crowfoot  Ranunculus 
penicilatus ,  which  Birkhead  and  Perrins  (1986)  and  Kear  (1988)  list  as  a  food  source, 
was  recorded  as  absent  from  the  study  area  or  only  in  the  lower  Wye  by  Purchas  and 
Ley  (1889).  Monnington  (1889)  and  Ley  (1891).  Perring  (1957),  Riddelsdell  (1910), 
Ratcliffe  (1977)  and  Merry  (1979).  however,  record  it  in  the  mid  and  upper  Wye  in 
more  recent  times,  as  well  as  Water  Millfoil  Myriophyllum  spicatum  and  Marsh 
Y ellow'  Cress  Rorippa  islandica ,  both  potential  food  for  swans  (Birkhead  and  Perrins, 
1986.  Kear.  1988)  not  recorded  prior  to  Merry’s  work  in  1979.  Evidently,  therefore, 
the  aquatic  vegetation  in  the  river  has  changed  and  certain  species  known  to  be 
palatable  to  Mute  Swans  now  occur  further  upstream  than  historically  recorded.  This 
change,  combined  with  the  pastoral  nature  of  farming  along  the  upper  Wye  flood 
plain  provides  grazing  both  in  summer  and  winter. 

Additionally,  the  exclusive  nature  of  the  riparian  fishing  rights  in  this  part  of  the 
river  offers  the  swans  a  moulting  environment  relatively  free  from  disturbance. 
Conditions  have  been  favourable  to  population  expansion.  It  is  possible  that 
phosphate  and  nitrate  levels  of  the  river  water  may  be  linked  to  vegetational  changes. 
However,  most  of  the  changes  in  swan  populations  pre-date  the  availability  of 
analyses  of  water  quality  needed  to  test  the  point. 
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